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The Census of Population and Housing of Sri Lanka is conducted once every ten years by the
Department of Census and Statistics, under the powers vested by the Census Ordinance.
However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic that emerged in 2020 and the subsequent economic
crisis, it was conducted in 2024.

The Population and Housing Census is carried out in four main stages. During the first stage,
known as the “Mapping Stage,” the entire island was divided into small units called “Census
Blocks,” based on Grama Niladhari Divisions, and maps were prepared accordingly. In the
second stage, referred to as the “Listing Stage,” all buildings within each Grama Niladhari
Division were listed, and each census unit (such as housing units, collective living quarters,
residential institutes, and non-residential units) was assigned a unique number based on the
census block maps. A red census label was affixed to every identified census unit.

According to the list of census units thus prepared, the third stage the collection of population
and housing data was conducted from October 2024 to February 2025. The specific reference
point for this census, known as the “Census Moment”, was considered as the 00:00 hours on
the “Census day”, December 19, 2024 (12:00 midnight on December 18, 2024), All
information collected was updated to reflect the situation as of this census moment. The final
stage involved analyzing and publishing the collected data.

For the first time in Sri Lanka’s census history, data collection was carried out using computer
technology. A wide range of information was collected from each individual, including
demographic data, education, literacy, physical and mental conditions, and migration status.
As aresult, a comprehensive set of social, economic, and demographic data on individuals has
been gathered through this Census of Population and Housing 2024.

Based on the information collected from the Census of Population and Housing 2024, the
Department of Census and Statistics is released a vast amount of data related to Sri Lanka’s
population and housing information, level on district and divisional secretariat divisions, is
released by the Department of Census and Statistics on October 30, 2025.



POPULATION INFORMATION

In this census, the total population of Sri Lanka was reported as 21,781,800. Of this population,
51.7 percent were females and 48.3 percent were males. The population under 15 years of age
in the country decreased by 4.5 percentage units, from 25.2 percent to 20.7 percent, during the
census period from 2012 to 2024. Further, the population aged 65 and above increased from
7.9 percent to 12.6 percent, and shows an increase of 4.7 percentage points during this period.

In 2024, the population aged 15-64 is 66.7 percent of the total population, compared to 66.9
percent in 2012. Accordingly, the percentage of the population aged 15-64 showed a decrease
of 0.2 percentage points during the census period from 2012 to 2024.The population under the
age of fifteen and those aged sixty five and above are considered dependents. The dependency
ratio, which was calculated as 49.4 percent according to the 2012 census, has increased to 49.8
percent in 2024.

During the census, the ethnicity reported by individuals themselves is considered their ethnic
group. Accordingly, of the total population of Sri Lanka, 74.1% that is, roughly three out of
every four people, are Sinhalese; 12.3% are Sri Lankan Tamils; 10.5% are Sri Lankan
Moors/Muslims; and 2.7% are Indian Tamils (Malaiyaha Tamils).The remaining 0.3% of the
population includes Burghers, Malays, Sri Lanka Chetties, Bharathas, and Veddas, among
other smaller ethnic groups.

During the census, the religion reported by individuals themselves is recorded as their religion.
Of the country’s total population, 69.8% are Buddhists, 12.6% are Hindus, 10.7% are Islam,
5.6% are Roman Catholics, and 1.3% are other Christians. The rest, a very small percentage of
0.02%, are persons who do not belong to any of these religions.

HOUSING INFORMATION

Housing information was collected only from occupied housing units, and accordingly,
housing unit information and household information were collected. The total number of
occupied housing units in Sri Lanka is 6,030,541. The highest number of housing units (28
percent) is in the Western Province, while the lowest number of housing units (5.1 percent) is
in the Northern Province. Among the types of housing units in the country, 95.66 percent are
single houses. Among the total number of housing units, 4.32 percent are attached houses, and
the rest, 0.02, is recorded as other.

About 97.9 percent of the housing units in Sri Lanka are constructed with durable materials for
walls, and 2.1 percent have walls constructed with non-durable materials such as
mud/planks/cadjans or palmyrah. About 98.1 percent of the housing units in Sri Lanka are
constructed with durable materials for roofs, while 1.7 percent have roofs made of non-durable
materials such as cadjans, palmyrah, and straw.

The total number of households in the occupied housing units of the country is 6,111,315, with
an average of 3.5 persons per household.



Out of the total number of households in Sri Lanka, 38.9 percent obtain drinking water mainly
from the National Water Supply and Drainage Board. Out of the total number of households
throughout the country, 97.4 percent use electricity from the national grid as the main source
for lighting, and in all districts. 92.2 percent of all households have a toilet for their exclusive
use (either within or outside the housing unit).
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The Vision of DCS The Mission of DCS

“To be the leader in the region in producing timely statistical information to  “Making contribution in the socioeconomic development of the
country by providing accurate timely statistics, more

Effectively by means of new technology, and utilising the
services of dedicated staff under a strategic leadership to
become a prosperous nation in the globalised environment.”

achieve the country’s development goals.”
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