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1. Variations in Colombo Consumer Price Index

Month-on-month changes in the Colombo Consumer Price Index are briefly described below.

Table 1- Monthly Changes by main Groups of Market Basket

Monthly Changes of the Monthly Changes
. Index Number Expenditure Values (Rs.) of the Index (%)’
Major Group*
Aug July Aug Aug July Aug Aug July Aug
2025 2026 2026 2025 2026 2026 2025 2026 2026
All ltems 193.3 208.2 208.8 -672.48  452.06 526.15 -0.38 0.24 0.28

Food and Non

. 239.4 258.2 259.8 -865.07 14.05 389.40 -0.49 0.01 0.20
Alcoholic Beverages

Non Food 177.0 190.4 190.6 192.58  438.01 136.75 0.11 023 0.07
Clothing and 2545 256.6 258.1 0.02 -0.98 30.84 000 0.00 0.02
Foot wear

Housing, Water,

Electricity, Gas and 136.0 143.3 143.0 2.62 347.47  -104.14 000 0.18 -0.05
Other Fuels

Furnishing Household
Equipment and

X 186.0 195.7 198.3 7.68 27.33 83.48 0.00 0.01 0.04
Routine Household
Maintenance
Health 187.0 192.7 1934 0.00 0.00 25.65 0.00 0.00 0.01
Transport 226.8 264.8 264.6 85.91 -79.10 -26.11 0.05 -0.04 -0.01
Communication 125.0 125.6 126.1 0.00 6.50 12.61 0.00 0.00 0.01
Restaurant and Hotels 244.5 270.3 271.7 0.00 55.99 67.40 0.00 0.03 0.04
Miscellaneous Goods 1o, 5 5093 2106 222 5273 3996 000 003 0.02

and Services
Other 196.5 202.1 202.2 94.13 28.07 7.05 0.05 0.01 0.00

Note 1: The market basket consists of 12 main groups, of which nine recorded significant changes in August 2026; details are
given in Table 2.

Note 2: The monthly percentage change of the index is calculated based on expenditure values.

Note 3: The percentages of items may not tally with the overall percentage due to rounding.

1.1 Month on Month (M on M) Change of CCPI:

The CCPI for all items in August 2026 stood at 208.8, recording an increase of 0.6 index points, or 0.28
percent compared to 208.2 in July 2026. This represents an increase in expenditure value of Rs.526.15 in the
market basket.

1.1.1 Contribution to M-on-M Changes:

Contributions to the change in the CCPI from July 2026 to August 2026 are presented in Table 02. The
Month-on-Month change was driven by an increase of 0.20% in Food items and an increase of 0.07% in
Non-Food items.

1.1.2 Contribution of Food and Non-Alcoholic Beverages Group: 0.20%

As shown in Table 2, increases were reported for Milk Powder (0.09%), Dried Fish (0.05%), Fresh Fruits
(0.05%), Ice-cream (0.05%), Green Chillies (0.05%), Eggs (0.04%), Big Onion (0.03%), Coconuts (0.03%),
Dried chillies (0.03%), Chicken (0.01%), Chilli Powder (0.01%), Cow milk (0.01%), Biscuits (0.01%), Sugar
(0.01%), Pepper (0.01%) and Maldives fish (0.01%) while decreases were reported for Sea Fish (0.14%),
Vegetables (0.10%), Limes (0.03%), Rice (0.02%) and Red onions (0.01%).
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1.1.3 Contribution of Non-Food items: 0.07%

Increases were recorded in the following groups of ‘Furnishing Household Equipment and Routine
Household Maintenance’ (0.04%), ‘Restaurants and Hotels' (0.04%), ‘Miscellaneous Goods and Services'
(0.02%), 'Clothing and Footwear’ (0.02%), ‘Health’ (0.01%) and ‘Communication’ (0.01%) while decreases
in value changes were reported for the groups of ‘Housing, Water, Electricity, Gas and Other Fuels’
(0.05%), and Transport' (0.01%).

Further, a slight price increase was reported in the group of ‘Alcoholic beverages, Tobacco and Narcotic'.
Meanwhile, the price indices of the ‘Recreation and Culture’ and ‘Education’ groups remained unchanged
during the month.

Table 2: Contribution to the changes in CCPI from July 2026 to August 2026 (Base2021=100)

Value Change

Rs.Cts. % change
Increase Decrease Net effect
Food 389.40 0.51 0.30 0.20
1 Rice -39.52 0.02
Rice - (Kekulu - red) -14.61 0.01
Rice - (Samba) -10.38 0.01
2 Biscuits 16.99 0.01
3 Chicken 22.61 0.01
4 Sea Fish -270.96 0.14
5 Dried Fish 104.43 0.05
Sprats (dry) 89.50 0.05
Katta (dry) 11.15 0.01
6 Maldives fish 10.26 0.01
7 Cow milk 21.40 0.01
8 Milk Powder 173.97 0.09
9 Eggs 67.71 0.04
10 Coconuts 56.47 0.03
11 Fresh Fruits 94.37 0.05
Banana 63.40 0.03
Papaw 12.14 0.01
Mangoes 10.95 0.01
12 Vegetables -191.86 0.10
13 Red onions -11.10 0.01
14 Big Onion 66.93 0.03
15 Green chilies 89.16 0.05
16 Sugar 11.15 0.01
17 lce-cream 89.35 0.05
18 Chilly powder 21.65 0.01
19 Pepper 10.64 0.01
20 Diried chilies 53.77 0.03
21 Limes -64.71 0.03
22 Others 56.69 0.03
Non Food 136.75 0.14 0.07 0.07
23 Clothing and Footwear 30.84 0.02
Clothing 31.79 0.02
24 Housing, Water, Electricity, Gas and Other 10414 0.05
Fuels
Maintenance/ Reconstruction -14.25 0.01
L. P. Gas -89.88 0.05
Furnishing Household Equipment and
25 Routine I—?ousehold Mair?ter?ance 83.48 0.04
Washing soap 12.89 0.01
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Washing powder 46.55 0.02
Detergents 14.19 0.01
26 Health 25.65 0.01
Consultation fees to specialists 23.47 0.01
27 Transport -26.11 0.01
Petrol -113.74 0.06
Diesel -19.00 0.01
Cost of servicing of vehicles 35.15 0.02
bus fare 72.42 0.04
28 Communication 12.61 0.01
Telephones 12.61 0.01
29 Restaurant and Hotels 67.40 0.04
30 Miscellaneous Goods and Services 39.96 0.02
Hair cutting and shaving charges 16.65 0.01
31 Others 7.05 0.00
All ltems 526.15 0.65 0.37 0.28

*Percentages of items do not tally with overall percentage due to rounding off.

2. Inflation

The CCPI is an economic indicator constructed to measure inflation, which is defined as the percentage change in

the CCPI over a period of time. There are two commonly used measures of inflation. One measure is Year-on-Year

(Y-0-Y) or Point-to-Point inflation, which is the percentage change in the CCPI over the previous 12 months. The

other measure is Moving Average Inflation, which is the percentage difference between the average CCPI of the

latest 12 months and the average CCPI of the preceding 12 months.

Table 03: Movements of the CCPI (Base: 2021=100)

All Item Food Non-Food

_ < 5 _C*E Inflation % 5 'CE Inflation % 5 % Inflation %
] 5 o] v O . o] © O . o] ® O .
=3 £ 22 £2 £ 22 2 5 g3 £2
= &5 > S < = RS > S < = RS > 5 <
¥ % 5 =2 3 9g & =2 X Cg 5 32

g ®*§5 > ~3 2 *§5 > ~F 2 X5 > w3

- = = - = = - = >

2025 August 193.3 -0.4 1.2 -1.5 239.4 -1.5 2.0 1.2 177.0 0.2 08 -28
September  193.7 0.2 1.5 -1.4 240.1 0.3 2.9 1.4 177 .1 0.1 0.7 -2.7
October 193.8 0.1 2.1 -1.2 240.0 0.0 3.5 1.6 177.4 0.2 1.4 -25
November 193.4 -0.2 2.1 -0.8 238.6 -0.6 3.0 1.8 177.3 -0.1 1.7 -2
December 195.8 1.2 2.1 -0.5 247.9 3.9 3.0 2.0 177.3 0.0 1.8 -1.7
2026 January 197.0 0.6 2.3 0.0 249.4 0.6 3.3 2.5 178.3 0.6 1.8 -1.1
February 195.3 -0.9 1.6 0.5 242.9 -2.6 0.2 2.6 178.3 0.0 23 -0.4
March 195.8 0.3 2.2 0.9 240.9 -0.8 0.7 2.6 179.7 0.8 2.9 0.2

April 201.6 30 54 1.6 2451 1.7 2.8 2.7 186.2 36 68 1.0

May 203.4 0.9 55 2.1 247 .1 0.8 0.9 2.3 187.9 09 7.8 2.0

June 207.7 2.1 6.8 2.7 258.2 4.5 3.6 2.3 189.7 1.0 8.4 2.9

July 208.2 0.2 7.3 3.3 258.2 0.0 6.3 2.7 190.4 0.4 7.8 3.7
August 208.8 0.3 8.0 3.9 259.8 0.6 8.5 3.2 190.6 0.1 7.7 4.3

Note: Year on Year inflation, 12 Month Moving Average inflation and Month on Month change were calculated using the rounding off index numbers
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2.1 Year on Year (Y-on-Y) Inflation

The overall rate of inflation, as measured by the CCPI on a Year-on-Year (Y-0-Y) basis, stood at 8.0% in August
2026, compared to 7.3% in July 2026 (Table 03). The Y-o-Y inflation for the Food Group increased to 8.5% in
August 2026 from 6.3% in July 2026, while the Y-o-Y inflation for the Non-Food Group decreased to 7.7% in
August 2026 from 7.8% in July 2026.

2.2 Contribution to Y-on-Y inflation:

For the month of August 2026, on Y-on-Y basis, the contribution to inflation by food commodities was 2.77%
percentage points.

The contribution of Non-Food items was 5.20%. This was mainly driven by increases in the price indices of
‘Transport’ (2.45%), 'Housing, Water, Electricity, Gas and Other Fuels’ (1.14%), ‘Restaurants and Hotels' (0.72%),
‘Education’ (0.33%), ‘Miscellaneous Goods and Services' (0.22%), ‘Furnishing Household Equipment and Routine
Household Maintenance’ (0.22%), ‘Health’ (0.13%), ‘Clothing and Footwear’ (0.04%) and ‘Communication’ (0.02%)

while price decreases were reported for the groups of ‘Recreation and Culture’ (0.04%) and ‘Alcoholic Beverages,
Tobacco and Narcotics’ (0.03%).

Table 04: Contribution to the changes in CCPI (Base 2021=100) year on year basis August 2026 as
compared to August 2025

Value Change Increase  Decrease Net effect

Sub Group/Commodity

Rs.Cts. % % %

Food and Non Alcoholic Beverages 4926.46 2.77
Rice -325.86 0.18
Bread (Normal) 36.12 0.02

Biscuits 33.30 0.02

Chicken 179.03 0.10

Beef 28.98 0.02

Sea fish 1719.55 0.97

Dried Fish 597.52 0.34

Milk packets 52.46 0.03

Cow milk 57.07 0.03

Milk powder 405.74 0.23

Infant milk powder 40.41 0.02

Yoghurt 79.55 0.04

Eggs 225.13 0.13

Coconuts -441.05 0.25
Vegetables 372.41 0.21

Potatoes -18.66 0.01
Dhal Mysoor -31.53 0.02
Big Onions 344.07 0.19

Green chilies 504.66 0.28

Ice-cream 89.35 0.05

Chili 146.55 0.08

Dried chilies 230.63 0.13

Salt -57.78 0.03
Turmeric powder -31.13 0.02
Limes 75.68 0.04

Tamarind -38.06 0.02
Ginger -58.09 0.03
Tea dust/ leaves -79.12 0.04
NON-FOOD 9240.56 5.20
Alcoholic beverages Tobacco and Narcotic -53.40 0.03
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Beetle leaves -45.55 0.03

Bulathwita -9.08 0.01
Clothing and Foot Wear 72.90 0.04

Clothing 70.52 0.04
Housing, Water, Electricity, Gas and Other Fuels 2023.71 1.14

Housing rent 921.89 0.52

Maintenance/ Reconstruction 104.21 0.06

Electricity (average) 340.68 0.19

L. P. Gas (average) 526.11 0.30

Kerosene oil (average) 130.81 0.07
Furnishing Household Equipment and Routine 392.81 0.22

Refrigerators 24.41 0.01

Washing machines 13.83 0.01

Plastic ware 16.35 0.01

Washing soap 38.67 0.02

Washing powder 48.27 0.03

Detergents 23.65 0.01

Brooms/ Brushes/Ekle 11.50 0.01

Dish wash bar/powder/liquid 11.91 0.01

Wages to servants 174.33 0.10
Health 234.29 0.13

Fees to private medical practices 83.18 0.05

Consultation fees to specialists 100.12 0.06

Fees to Aurvadic practitioners 10.38 0.01

Payments. to medical laboratories 17.54 0.01

Scan (US,CT etc.) 927 0.01

Payments to private hospitals/ nursing homes 16.18 0.01
Transport 4354.98 2.45

Motor Cars 358.92 0.20

Three Wheelers 8.98 0.01

Petrol 2479.44 1.40

Diesel 282.70 0.16

Lubricating oil 111.54 0.06

Cost of servicing of vehicles 244.25 0.14

bus fare 475.00 0.27

Van Fare 27.05 0.02

Taxi Fare 18.19 0.01

Three wheelers Fare 59.66 0.03

Transport for schooling/ preschooling 239.76 0.13

Air lines 41.67 0.02
Communication 30.71 0.02

Telephones 22.47 0.01
Recreation and Culture -70.15 0.04

Television -64.64 0.04

Cinemas 17.58 0.01

Books -9.10 0.01

Exercise books and stationeries. -17.33 0.01
Education 581.09 0.33

Pre-school fees (K.G) 29.14 0.02

Tuition fees 92.19 0.05

School fees (International) 218.20 0.12

Course fees (Higher education) 209.44 0.12

Course fees vocational training 32.12 0.02
Restaurant and hotels 1278.73 0.72
Miscellaneous Goods and Services 394.90 0.22

Hair cutting and shaving charges 42.99 0.02

Hair dressing and Beauty culture services 16.93 0.01
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Face cream and lotions 14.04 0.01
Hair oils, creams 21.73 0.01
Hand bags 78.45 0.04
Insurance/ Agrahara 203.49 0.11
All Items 14167.02 7.98

*Percentages of items do not tally with overall percentage due to rounding off.

Movements in the CCPI (Base 2021=100) for Head Line, Food, Non-Food and Year on Year Inflation
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Table 05: Monthly average open market retail prices of selected items of Colombo Consumer
Price Index August 2025, July 2026 & August 2026

Retail Prices (Rs. Cts) Retail Price Changes

(%)
ltem Unit 2025 2026 Aug. 26/  Aug. 26/
2026 July

August August Aug. 25 July. 26/

1. Rice- Kekulu — Red Kg 217.58 193.60 191.41 -0.12 -0.01
2. Rice— Kekulu — White Kg 216.74 208.62 207.56 -0.04 -0.01
3. Rice -Nadu - White Kg 226.06 226.20 225.25 0.00 0.00
4. Rice -Nadu - Red Kg 240.10 230.33 227.32 -0.05 -0.01
5. Rice- Samba Kg 252.85 245.23 243.95 -0.04 -0.01
6. Cowpea Kg 1008.39 898.78 897.38 -0.11 0.00
7.Green Grams Kg 881.77 939.77 916.25 0.04 -0.03
8. Coconut Each 185.97 162.83 165.46 -0.11 0.02
9. Coconut Qil 750ml 676.46 673.16 671.74 -0.01 0.00
10.Chicken Kg 1257.64 1325.76 1335.60 0.06 0.01
11. Eggs Each 33.15 41.23 44.71 0.35 0.08
12. Red Onion Kg 426.28 471.11 456.74 0.07 -0.03
13. Big Onion Kg 145.22 223.67 242.62 0.67 0.08
14. Potatoes Kg 302.51 294.57 293.79 -0.03 0.00

15. Garlic Kg 549.09 574.42 561.49 0.02 -0.02

7
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16. Dried Chilies Kg 815.31 1190.10 1304.03 0.60 0.10
17. Green Chilies Kg 509.12 1254.23 1414.12 1.78 0.13
18. Sugar Kg 231.69 230.58 233.59 0.01 0.01
19. Pepper Kg 2878.95 2924.44 2982.81 0.04 0.02
Vegetables
20. Ash Plantain Kg 229.59 277.26 284.47 0.24 0.03
21. Carrot Kg 488.81 457.04 437.56 -0.10 -0.04
22. Snake Gourd Kg 349.94 495.05 437.80 0.25 -0.12
23. Tomatoes Kg 221.26 657.08 491.70 1.22 -0.25
24. Capsicum Kg 655.92 633.39 602.97 -0.08 -0.05
25. Beetroot Kg 281.23 515.11 502.24 0.79 -0.02
26. Beans Kg 668.69 583.01 531.55 -0.21 -0.09
Fruits
27. Banana Kg 262.91 249.33 268.19 0.02 0.08
28. Papaw Kg 207.65 274.09 279.49 0.35 0.02
29. Mangoes Each 297.05 166.47 175.06 -0.41 0.05
Fresh Fish
30. Seer Kg 3493.15 4369.11 4370.38 0.25 0.00
31.Talapath Kg 2799.77 3225.13 3263.34 0.17 0.01
32.Paraw Kg 2590.53 3251.79 3276.40 0.26 0.01
Dried Fish
33.Katta Kg 2515.31 3217.43 3260.36 0.30 0.01
34. Sprats Kg 1425.34 1915.18 2080.40 0.46 0.09
Fuel
35. Kerosene Oil Lt 185.00 285.00 285.00 0.54 0.00
36. Petrol (CPC & I0OC) Lt 305.00 419.00 414.00 0.36 -0.01
37. Diesel (CPC & 10C) Lt 289.00 388.25 382.00 0.32 -0.02
38. Gas- Avg. 12.5kg 3792.50 4726.25 4590.00 0.21 -0.03
Litro 12.5kg 3690.00 4540.00 4465.00 0.21 -0.02
Laughs 12.5kg 4100.00 5285.00 4965.00 0.21 -0.06
The Vision of DCS The Mission of DCS
“To be the leader in the region in producing timely statistical "Making contribution in the socioeconomic development of the
information to achieve the country’s development goals.” country by providing accurate timely statistics, more Effectively by

means of new technology, and utilising the services of dedicated staff
under a strategic leadership to become a prosperous nation in the
globalised environment.”
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