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Introduction

Considered the centre of Sri Lanka, the district of Matale has a total area of 1993 square
kilometers. The district represents the Northern portion of the Central Province and spreads
along from Eastern longitude 80°28 to 80° 59" and Northern altitude 7°24 to 8°01". The district
is bordered by the districts of Anuradhapura on the north and by Polonnaruwa, Badulla &
Ampara on the East and by Kandy on the South and by Kurunegala on the West. The district

of Matale is blessed with a great deal of valuable resources.

One of the greatest creations of the world Sigiriya and the natural settings of the Knuckles
range of mountains adorn the district. It consists of 11 Divisional secretariats spread along
the district within 1453 Villages. By the year 2022 the population stood at 530,184 in the

district.
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Geographical Setting

Matale district is denoted as representing the Northern part of the Central Province per the Survey
Department map (Scale 1:63360) Dambulla, Nalanda, Kurunegala, Polonnaruwa, Elahera and

Rangala as shown in the one-inch scale maps.

Taken as a unit the mountainous regions of the district comprises of the Ore Charnokoit. These
have been compressed through various internal movements of the soil and these basic Ores
have now formed complex structures which could be observed in the Knuckles range area of

mountains.
The landscape differences of the district could be divided into three,

Northern range plain
Matale basin and Knuckles region

Parallel ridges of Laggala

The regions of Dambulla, Galewela, Pallepola belongs to the northern regional secretarial
areas. Occasional high mountains and small hills are found in this area and are generally full

of flat land and some rough land areas.

Matale region is considered a valley as the township of Matale is surrounded by circle of
mountains. The Knuckles, Guruluhela, Pansala tenna, Owilikanda and Hunnasgiriya mounts
situated right around the town of Matale has resulted in Matale town being geographically
identified as a valley. The landscape has become complex due to the Kaluganga flowing
across this region. Moving towards the east through Rattota the rough landscape of the
Knuckles range of mountains could be reached. This mountain range consists of five peaks

with an average altitude of 4000 feet.

Laggala Parallel ridges Zone extends from the east of Knuckles it is a very conspicuous
characteristic three ridges extends parallel from Knuckles to Laggala region northwards. One
of them extends from Thelambugala in Knuckles to Wasgamuwa. The second extends from
Wamarapugala across Ranamure towards Ambanganga and the third extends from

Rambukoluwa to Laggala Udasiya Pattuwa.

The forest range too is complex. The central, Southwest and western regions of the forest
ranges are wet zonal and the range from Knuckles eastern comprises the hilly dry zone while
northern and Laggala Wilgamuwa region comprises the low country dry forests. The area
receives both monsoonal rains but most of the rain is received during the North Eastern

monsoon season.



As regards the mineral resources the regions of Laggala, Kaluganga and Hattota Amuna are
gemming areas while Owala and Kaikawala are full of feldspar a mineral used in the
manufacture of porcelain products and Thalagoda regionis fullof mica deposits. In addition,

large scale manufacture of lime and granite are flourishing industries in the area.

Climatic Conditions

Annual rainfall - 1822.1 mm
Minimum average temperature - 20.8°%

Maximum average temperature - 29.3°%



