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Economic Background of Matale District

In the year 2022, 24.6% of the total employment in the district is in the agricultural sector, 21.6% in the
industrial sector and 53.8% in the service sector. As a large number of people working in other sectors are
also engaged in agriculture as a secondary activity, it is clear that the majority of the population of the
district is engaged in agriculture as their livelihood. The total area of Matale district, 50,480 hectares are
used for agricultural crops, which is 24.5% of the total land consumption of the district.

In the districts of Galewela, Dambulla, Naula, Laggala, Pallepola and Wilgamuwa, which belong to the dry
zone of the district, paddy cultivation is mainly done, and in addition, grain crops and lowland vegetable
cultivation are widely practiced. Especially during the yala season, big onion cultivation is very successful
in Galewela, Dambulla, Naula and Laggala divisional secretaries and it contributes about 50% of the total
production. From the year 2019 to the year 2022, the production of big onion will be MT. 9023,15217,
39096 and 4994.7 have contributed to the overall production.

Permanent and semi-permanent crop plantations are also spread over the district. Under this, tea and
coconut cultivation are also widely cultivated, besides pepper, cloves, coffee, cinnamon, cardamom,
nutmeg and areca nut etc. are cultivated as minor export crops. Also, fruit crops such as mango, banana,
papaya and Guavas are also be cultivated.

Matale district in particular has a special place for agriculture as well as tourism industry. The culturally
valuable places like Rangiri Dambulu Vihara, Aluvihara, Sigiriya and Pidurangala, Rivaston, Kandalam
and Sembuwatta , Wasgamuwa National Park and ect. have also attracted tourists. And the laksa industry
one of the special industries among the industries , which is carried out in Matale district.




