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The historical background

According to the archeological evidences found in this
area, the history of Kegalle district dates back to the pre
historic era of Sri Lanka. There are many caves in
Kegalle where pre historic humans lived in the stone age,
including Kithulgala Belilena in which  fossils of pre
historic humans lived as early as 28,000 years ago have
been discovered.Dorawaka lena, Alu lena, Lenagala,

Asmadala, Ambalankanda, Helamada endow with the i
evidence for that. It is considered that the dolmen in Dedigama Eth Pahana
Padavigampola is a ruin of pre historic era. According to

the archeology of Kegalle district; it has been a region in Maya Rata of the three divisions of Sri
Lanka named as Ruhunu, Pihiti and Maya. Further, King Vijayabahu the 1% who was one of the
greatest kings in Sri Lanka, lived in this area and led the fights to free the country from Chola
Empire. Wakirigala Fort, one of his rock fortresses is situated in this area. Further, Dedigama
Kotawehera is considered as the birthplace of King Parakramabahu, the Great and Kegalle
district is also considered as an area which provided immense labor and economic contribution

for the fights of many kings in the past in Sri Lanka.

The Sithawaka Kingdom which was founded by King Mayadunne during the period in which Sri
Lanka was invaded by Europeans is situated in this area and history reveals that King Rajasinghe
I, who fought hard against Portuguese to free the country, eventually died in Karawanella area of
Kegalle. However, Seethawaka area remained as a territory of the Kingdom of Kandy with the
establishment of the Kandyan Kingdom by King Wimaladharmasooriya I. And, the foreign
troops who passed on to invade the Kingdom of Kandy were almost destroyed at Pahala
Kadugannawa area which is situated beneath the Balana mountain fort. This area which was used
as a fortress of Kingdom of Senkadagala homed for many heroes in the past and there are many
folk stories on heroics done by the people lived in the Sathara Koralaya during the reign of
Kandy.

During the period of the British rule, the entire area of Sathara Koralaya, Thun Koralaya and
Patha Bulathgama was administered  under an Assistant Government Agent as a Kegalle
Administrative Division. With the establishment of the Sabaragamuwa Province as the very last
delimitation of provinces in Sri Lanka, Kegalle district was established in 1889 with the present

boundaries.



