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Economic Background

Paddy, Coconut and Rubber are the main crops cultivated in the field of
agriculture in the district. Due to the heavy rain received throughout the year,
Gampha district has a tendancy to grow economic crops apart from the food crops.
Vegetables, fruits, minor exports and other crops fall under other agricultural crops.
Manioc, Brinjal, Sweet Potatoes, Leaves, Ash plantain, Bitter Gourd, Ladies fingers,
other types of Yames, Chillie and Long Beans fall under seasonal crops and the
fruits, Plantains, Mangoes, Pineapples, Rambutan, Papaya are considered as
permanent or semipermanent crops. Coffe, Pepper, Cloves, Cinnamon and other
crops and Jack Cashew, Arecanut, Betel, Bread Fruit, Ginger and Turmeric are
important as minor exports crops. Fifty seven percent of the entire landscape
belonging to the district is used for residences and nearby gardens. Fishery is seen in
associate with Negambo and Wattala divisions in the district and it is a special
characteristic that 80% of the seawater fishery is centered on Negambo division.

When considering the post peiod data a considerable transformation has,
taken place with in the economic structure. A rapid development is visible in the
productivity of industry and services and in the employment. Establishing the
industrial complex in Ekala in year 1962 can be sited as the beginning of an
industrial era in sri lanka. The system of free trade zone was introduced after 1977.
The establishment of an industrial triangle connecting Biyagama, Mirigama and
Katunayaka within Gampaha paved the way for a new beginning in the field of
industry.
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Katunayaka export processing zone is located 29 km away from Colombo.
Though it was expected that microcapital or microtechnology will arise with the
commencement of first free trade zone in Sri Lanka in the areas associated with
Katunayaka in 1978, a number of micro labour industries are located within the free
trade zone itself. Biyagama free trade zone began in year 1985. It is spread around
450 acres about 24 km away from Colombo.

With granting of higher facilities to entrepreneurs in the zones named as Sri
lanka Investment Board by the central Colombo economics commission in 1992,
Minor and middle scale entrepreneurs spread arround Kadana, Wattala and Ja- Ela
based on sub contract basis.

Malwatta Export Processing Garden began in year 1994. It is spread arround
a land of about 50 acres located between Thihariya and Nittambuwa along Colombo
Kandy main road in Attanagalla divisional secretariat. Factories have been opened in
Mirigama area as well in 1998. The labour force created with this can be acquainted
as a short-term transit community and as a new stratum of the work force.

Cane product

Attention should be focused on cane industry in Radawaddunna area in
Mirigama divisional secretariat as an industry that can be developed. Though cane
industry, which has been the livelihood of industrialist and hundreds of workers for
a long time had to face many difficulties due to lack of raw materials, due to the
authority of exporting of cane items remaining in several exporters it is an industry
for which there had been an unchangeing demand cver a long period of time. It is an
industry, which has won a higher demand and gratification as a qualitative product
specialy for tourist.

Handicraft jewelery products

Handicraft jewelery industry 1is spread around Siyambalapitiya,
Heiyanthuduwa and Mawaramandiya areas in Biyagama division, in Embaraluwa,
Webada Mahara division Meddegama, Ruwanmawattha in dompe Bopattha,
Thiriwanegama in Attanagalla, Galoluwa in Minuwangoda division is the livelihood
of hundruds of people in these areas. The major problem faced by the people
involved in this industry is how to get jwelery products in the Singapore market to
Sri Lanka. Facing said obstruction, the people involved in the jewelery industry have
been successful to supply the demand of the employees in the free trade zones.

Brass industry

Brass product required to fix doors and windows in the building construction
industry are produced in several areas in Gampaha district. There are smaller items
such as hinges, bells, wind hooks amongst them. Apart from these larger items such
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as bells are produced in several areas in the district. This is an industry of hundreds
of enterpreneurs and is the livelihood of thousands of hired trained workers in
Dalupitiya, Warahanthuduwa, Mahara, padiliyathuduwa, Kirimatiyagara and
Enderamulla areas in Mahara divisional secretariat and Heenkenda and Guruthalawa
in Wattala division and Dalugama and Koholwila areas Kelaniya Division.

Engineering Industry

Making the tools required for daily life through a smithy had been an
industry there had been for a long time. In entrepreneurs in Gampaha district has
been able to develop this industry in to a formal status where they can supply orders
of institutions making institutions like the electricity board and Sri Lanka telecom,
their market. Production of catty, mammoty and nails and nuts used for welding are
seen in Webada and Embaraluwa in Mahara division, in Ogodapola in Attanagalla
division and Imbulgoda and Weliweriya areas in Gampaha divisional secretariat.
Apart from many industries, which are, traditionaly conducted can be seen all over
the district. The inherited traditional technologies of craft related to Reeds are
visible in the villages Seeduwa, Dambadure. The industry of firecrackers is
numerously seen in the areas Kimbulapitiya, Akaragama and Godigamuwa in
Katana divisional secretariat. Many families involved in producing Coir related
product are seen in Henatiya area in Minuwangoda division. Kochchikade area has
been popular for bricks industry since long time ago. Bataleeya in Mirigama
division in Gampaha district is famous for cashew. There are hundreds of families
who support their lives by selling product related to cashew in the areas Bataleeya
and Nedagamuwa, which they make from the cashew they bring from Wariyapola
and Puttalam.

Limestone industry is famous in Rathupaswala and Belummahara area and
Pineapple trade is seen in Belummahara and Imbulgoda. Rambutan and Beetle
cultivation is mainly seen in these areas and floriculture, nursaries and stalles are
seen throughout the district.
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