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Cultural Background

Attention should be focused on the knowledge that can be received from the
subjects of history and archeology to connect to the public and to get the knowledge
of the historical inheritance directly for the development process. The public will
become active partners of the development process with the knowledge they acquire
that we should identify and safeguard the indigenous traditions and techniques.
Religious places found within Gampaha district with an arrogant cultural history that
runs back to many years such as Buddhist temple, churches and mosques can be
mentioned here.

It is with grateful thanks we mention here that when identifying these important
historical places, we referred to statement of the media unit instituted at the district
secretariat Gampaha affiliated to the department of news “Social Cultural Survey
Book in Gampaha” of the department of cultural affairs and books of Sirisena
Dewappriya.

It appears that there had been many colonies belonging to the prehistory period
on the Northern riverbank at Kelani river spreading along the lower and central parts
of the Kelani valley. Though there had not been considerable attempt to study the
series of caves like natural caves in Pilikuththuwa, Maligathenna and Samanabadda
spread around the area, Prof. Senaka Bandaranayake and Rajsomadewa has shown
in ‘Samaja Sanskruthika Sameeksha’ in Gampaha district that the remains seen on
the surface of these caves give evidence of the continuance of the prehistory.

It is the opinion of the scholars that tribesmen of the tribes “Yaksha” and “Maya”
had made the areas Bemmulla, Yakahatuwa, Yakkala, Yakunheliya, Naiwala,
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Nalapaha, and Nawana close to Udugampala, their colonies according to the names
at the villages.

It has been further shown that these colonies are considered as the culture which
has utilized iron for the first time in Sri Lanka and that it depicts urban or pre-urban
characteristics of the Kelani territory. Nineteen Buddhist temples with carvings that
are considered belonging to the pre-historic period can be identified. They are
Madabawita, Medagama, Alawala, Attanagalla, Aluthapola, Amunugoda, Warana,
Lindara, Uruwala, Koskandawala, Kahandawa, Maladeniya, Maligathenna, Weboda,
Lunugama, Samanabedda, Pilikuttuwa, Asgiriya and Thalagama respectively.

There are eight Brahmin inscriptions in Gampaha District (Social Cultural Survey
Book in Gampaha). It has been stated that there had been plans of temples and
several gardens for the first time in Sri Lanka as in Anuradhapura and Mihinthala
and that Maligathenna, Warana, Pilikuththuwa and Samanabedda some noticeable
for them. Prof. Senaka Bandaranayaka and Raj Sumanadewa have shown in ‘Social
Cultural Survey Book in Gampaha’ that these included buildings associated with
rocks and gardens.

Apart from the cave temples that belong to the Pre-historical era, wooden
buildings tradition relevant to 18th and 19th centuries are noticeable among the
ancient architecture examples in Gampaha district. They are image houses and
wayside rests known as Tampita Viharaya and Dawapita Viharaya. Galkade wayside
rest and Awariyawala wayside rest in Ambagaspitiya are examples seen in Mahara
Divisional Secretariat.

Places of cultural importance
e Kelani Raja Maha Viharaya

The fact that Kelaniya had been the
| capital of Maha country
contemporaneous to the Anuradhapura
era and the fact that the snake king
Maniakkitha who lived in Kelaniya was
able to wunderstand the Buddhism
thoroughly during the second visit of
Lord Buddha to Sri Lanka are considered
as historical events. It has been
mentioned in the legendry stories that Lord Buddha Kelaniya during his third
visit to on the 8th year after enlightenment with 500 older Bhikkhus. It is a great
pride that the place visited by the living Buddha is located within Gampaha. This
also proves that there had been a large community who believed in Buddhism
even before the visit of Mihidu thero. Kelaniya temple is the most prestigious
among the temples in Gampaha district as it faced many invasions of invaders,
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Portuguese in 1505, Dutch in 1618 and the British in 1796 thought out several
centuries.

The fact that king Buwanekabahu the 7th who ruled Kotte was shot dead by
a Portuguese soldier called Antonio Bacilos at the palace, which belonged to the
Kelaniya sub-kingdom, is also an historical event. Kelaniya temple and the
Vibheeshana Dewalaya had been criticized in many ways in Sinhala message
poems.

The ancient stupa that located close to Kelani river 9.km away along the new
Kandy road from Peliyagoda is with valuable paintings and a huge bell tower.
The adjoining newly built temple depict the new generation of art by the artist
Soliyas Mendis. The museums, which exhibit antiques and the close by three
epigraphs, are also important.

Asgiriya ancient rock temple

This is located about 400m from Doranagoda Road about 2km away from
Gampaha Minnuwangoda road. The stone statue and the paintings found here
historically valuable.

Sapugaskanda Purana Rajamaha Viharaya

This is located about 6km from Udupilla road from Kiribathgoda junction. It
has been revealed that statues of Buddha, Sculpture, decorative motifs, images
and shapes in door frames are many centuries old.
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This is located about 4km away along
i Wathurugama road from the Miriswatta
junction. A forestry area about 200 acres
surrounded by six villages made of flora
hereditary to Sri Lanka and 99 ancient
caves belong to this temple. Roads,
security fences, small streams and ponds
— willed with water can be seen here. The
older rock inscription found from
Gampaha is the rock inscription with pre-brahmin letters, which has been done
in 3rd century BC. Pilikuththuwa temple can be considered as the only place
where antiques that belong to Portuguese Dutch and British era can found.

Koskandawala Raja Maha Vi

vy

haraya

G SRk

This temple located about 3km on the
Kirindiwela road from Yakkala town via
Colombo Kandy road is of historical
importance.

Maligathenna cave temple and Forest Hermitage

This is located about 8 km away on the
Wathurugama road from the Miriswatta
junction along the Colombo Kandy road.
This rock care is found at a height about
600 feet from the sea level and this
heritage is located in a large area of about
50 acres. It has been mentioned that the
tooth of relic had been safely placed and
worshiped this place for some time.

Attanagalla Raja Maha Viharaya

The area, which became most famous close to Kelaniya in the ancient Sri Lanka,
is Attanagalla. Attanagalla and the story of king Sirisangabo, connected with
236AD is an old legend. There are rains of the five Story building said to be
built by king Upatissa in 370AD. Hasthikuchchi Viharaya where the belly of the
elephant is on the rock mountain is spread in a land of about 300 acres with rains
spread around and about 40 stone inscriptions including cave inscriptions that
belong to the period Before Christ and about 38 caves.
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A s Varana, which is located about 3 miles in
the South-Western province and Pilikuttuwa,
which is located about 5 miles in the South-
Western province are places with cave
| inscriptions belongings to the era Before
' Christ it shows that Attanagalla is not an
. isolated historical place.

In Varana Raja Maha Viharaya which is
located about 4km on the Ogodapola and from
the junction which turns to Radawana on the
Colombo Kandy road, is a stone inscription
which says that king Walagamba visited this
place 92AC and 11 caves with carvings which
have been dedicated to a monk called

- 5 o Tissadanta. Mahawansaya bear witness to the
fact that this temple had been built at the time of king Devanampiyathissa
accordingly it can be considered that this temple had been famous as a Buddhist
culture for over 2000 year.

Miriswatta cave temple

This is situated in front of the Varana cave temple, which has been decorated
with paintings that belongs to Kandy period.
Dematapitikanda tampita temple

This is found along the Pasyala Nittambuwa road the old temple the Bo tree
and preaching hall bear historical importance.

Walagamba Raja Maha viharaya

An ancient temple with historical importance located beside Miligatenna
Purana Viharaya about 5 km away on the Wathurugama road from Miriswatta
junction.

Thalagama Rajamaha viharaya

This is located on a peak of a mountain about Skm away on the Warakapola
Mirigama road according to the view of prof. Paranawithana the stone
inscription written in Brahmi letters that belong to 2-7 centuries contains
information regarding a release of some slaves.

Kahandawa Rajamaha viharayaThis is located on a land of about 25 acres
on the Negambo road from Mirigama the Sangawasa and the relic chamber
found in this temple are fabulous creations made using the local architecture.
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Historical Dadagamuwa Rajamaha Viharaya

This is located about 2 km away
on the Kalagedihena Veyangoda
road. The circular house found here
{ is a marvelous creation made using
ancient architecture.

Keragala Padmawathi Piriwena

Padmawathi Piriwena, which has been criticized in the Hansa message
poetry during Kotte period, is famous as a highly recognized Sangawasa and a
collage of education.

Ragama Thewatta Basilica

This is located about four miles from
+ the Ragama junction, which is located at
about 3 2 miles from Mahabage junction
in the Colombo Kandy road. The
construction work of this basilica had
started in 1940s to prove a vow made
that a Basilica will be constructed if the
country would be saved from the Second
" World War. This had been constructed
somewhat similar to the Luther Church in France. Many people who have faith
in God visit here to get their illnesses cured and to fulfill the expectations.

Sri Muktha Mari Amman Kovila

This Kovil is located in the dam street about 1.5 km away from Negambo
town and is a special place where a characteristic of Hindu culture is visible.
The Wale festival, which is celebrated every year, which shows beliefs and
customs of the Hindu sub-culture, is an example for the mixed races living in
Gampabha.

Thihariya Muslim Musque

This mosque is located about 2 miles to the side of Warana from Thihariya
junction in the Colombo Kandy road. Thihariya Muslim Mosque, which has
been constructed simultaneous to the Kumarimulla and Kahatowita Muslim
mosque, is a mosque, which has been subjected to the report of Islamic
devotees.
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e Bothale Walawwa
The house of the first Prime Minister

Mr. D. S. Senanayake situated 5 km from
~ Warakapola-Mirigama road is known as
Bothale Walawwa, Having two stories
centre compounds and a considerable
amount of rooms are major characteristics
seen in these houses. This house, which is
over 200 years, is situated in a land,
which is about 200 acres.

e Horagolla Walawwa

Horagolla Walawwa is located in
between Kalagedihena and
Nittambuwa in the Colombo Kandy
road, which belongs to Attanagalla
Divisional Secretariat. Late Prime
Minister S.W.R.D. Bandaranayaka
and the first women Prime Minister
in the world, Sirimawo
Bandaranayaka, made Horagolla
Walawwa there residence. This
place is related to many political
leaders such as Chandrika Bandaranayaka Kumaratunga and Anura
Bandaranayaka.

e Wattala Ferry

This is the area margined by 6/5 mile post in the Colombo Negambo road.
The road up to Colombo fort from the Northern port of the country and the road
from Seethawaka crossed the Kelani river from the Wattala ferry. The spices
taken to Europe by the Arabic Merchants through Colombo port were
transported across Kelani river at that time. It is also through this ferry that the
last king of Sri Lanka was named Sri Wickrama road by the urban council and
the road through which the king went across Mattakkuliya was named as Sri
Wicrama Mawatha by the Colombo urban council.

e Udugampala

Though Udugampala has been marginalized to a rural area today, it had been
a sub- kingdom daring Kotte era. The 04 sides of this sub-kingdom is
marginalized by Kelani river and Ma-Oya from North and South, by the ocean
from the West and by the mountain range that marginalize Sabaragamuwa and
Western provinces from the fast.
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Henarathgoda botanical garden

This is located about 1 km away in
the Minuwangoda road from Gampaha
town. This is one of the important
botanical garden in Sri Lanka, which
belongs to the Ministry of Agriculture
and lands. This is about 14.4 hectares.
(36 acres) This is famous as the garden
with the oldest rubber tree in Sri Lanka.
This rubber plants brought from
England in 1876 had been planted on an
experimental level and has shown good result in 1881 thereafter Henarathgoda
botanical garden has done a tremendous service at the place which distributed
seedlings to countries like Burma, South India, and Malaysia about 450 kinds of
plants are found here.

Muthurajawela Wetland

Muthurajawela Wetland is
spread in an area about 30 km
away upto the Negambo
lagoon from North of Kelani
§ river along the West coastal
area of Gampaha district.
About 6000 acres of area fall
close to the Ja-Ela Wattala,
Negambo and Katana
{ divisional secretariats and
also Wattala Mabole,
Kerawalapitiya, Walisara, Kandana, Waligampitiya and Ja-Ela and Seeduwa
areas are the margins of this wetland. This had been known as “Muthuraja
weleliya” in the past and it had been a fertiled paddy field, which produced rice
like pearls. A major part of Muthurajawela is situated below the sea level. This
is separated from the sea by a narrow sand dune about 25 miles longer.

The Dutch canal built by the Dutch people parallel to the coastal area from
Ja-ela, Colombo to Putlam and the Hamilton canal built by the British people
must have resulted for the descend of Muthurajawela. The Hamilton canal
constructed in 1801 is a result of the effort taken by the British person called
Hawin Hamilton who served as the revenue controller of Colombo. This area
with a biological difference had been named, as a sanctuary by Gazette notice
No0.947/13 in 1946 .This is the first weland available in the Western Province to
control floods. People living here are unpermitted residents who have settled in
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the area from different parts of the country. The damage caused to this area by
this people is grave. It should be also mentioned that many projects have been
already commented in order to conservate Muthurajawela paying attention to
the important of developing the wetland in an environmental friendly manner.

Yaka Badi Ella
Remains of a huge dam about 100 m. long 4m wide and 2 m high, which is
considered, must have been built during the Dambadeni period can be seen 12
km away from the Nalla junction, which is about 35 km along the Kurunegala
Minuwangoda road.
Ethaudakanda and Dewiya Penna Ella
This place, which is located in the margins of Gampaha and Kegalle districts,
is a rock mountain about 500 feet high. Old ruins can be seen within this tropical
forest.
Palagathuranga werala

This is a coastal area special for fishery and tourism in Negombo.

Hamilton canal

The Hamilton Canal, which runs
from Puttalam to Colombo, also
known as Dutch canal, is being built
during the Dutch era. This canal was
] used by the Dutch for transporting
4 goods. In 1804, it has reconstructed
\ by the British and named Gavin
Hamilton, the British Government
; E 3 Agent of Revenue and Commerce.
Currently it is used for the purpose of abandoning fishing vessels.

Bataleeya cashew village

This village is located in between Pasyala and Danowita on the Colombo
Kandy road and is known as “Kajugama” women dressed in traditional clothing
sell cashew along the road in this village.
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