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Introduction

Galle District is one of the three districts belonged to the Southern Province and located amidst the
South and South Western tip of Sri Lanka. The total extent of land in Galle District is 1652 square
kilo meters whereas 1,617 square kilo meters has been consisted of the land mass. Galle District
which is located in the Southern Province lies between 5.58°-6.26° of northern latitudes and
between 79.59°-80.29° of eastern longitudes. This district is bounded on the north by Kalutara and
East by Matara and Rathnapura districts, on the South & West by Indian Ocean.

When considered the topography of Galle District, it’s terrain is mostly low, flat to rolling plain with
mountains in the central interior. When passing the coastal belt which is bounded by the Western
and Southern boundaries of the district, plains and Chain Mountains are visible respectively. Coastal
low lines and valleys have been elevated up to 30 meters of height from the sea level whereas this
zone contained with sea shore, dunes, coral reefs, river mouth together with lagoon and marshy
lands affiliated with mangrove plants. The internal wet lands located within Koggala lagoon,
Hikkaduwa River, Madu River, the areas such as: Dedduwa, Madampe and Rathgama have been
included with the mangrove plant bio-diversities. Rock formations such as: Hiniduma mountain,
Kabaragala Mountain, Kekirihena kanda, Thibbotuwawa mountain, Wadiyahena mountain and
Balagala mountains are available and existed at different places within the district. Highly conserved
areas with the bio-diversity has also been existed within Galle District as a part of the Sinharaja
Tropical rain forest as a world heritage declared by the UNESCO and the reserved forests such as

Kanneliya and Kottawa are also available within the district.

The land-mass of Galle District enrich with natural resources created with the quartzites named as
red yellow podzolicwhich is noteworthy amongst the others. The moonstone mines are also existed

in the Meetiyagoda area within the Divisional Secretariat Division, Ambalangoda.

Gin is the main river that flows through the district. It’s water sources arrive from Gongala
mountains and flow through the district and finally reached to the Indian Ocean from the river
mouth of Gintota passing 113 km. There are number of lakes and streams which meet the ocean
whereas rivers and streams which do not meet the sea as well as the Hiyare internal water resource
together fulfill the water requirement of the district. Dooli Ella, Gal Oruva Ella & Andahelena Ella

can be named as magnificent waterfalls visible in the district.



Galle District is consisted of with the range of temperature from 23.5°C - 31.3°C. This area is
belonged to wet zone climatic land area as this experiences an annual rainfall in between
2000mm - 2500mm. The district gains excessive rain during inter monsoon period, south west
monsoon period and by the convectional rainfall occurred due to the heat differentiations occurred
in between the atmosphere levels. Even though, the Galle District does not affect by the frequent
disaster situations. However, the natural disasters such as: flood, inundations, landslides, cyclones
and sea erosions are occurred due to the various weather and climatic changes arisen very rarely.
Meanwhile, several low lands are usually affected by the vulnerable inundation conditions during
the monsoon rainfall in May - November by creating restrictions and barriers over the general
public’s lifestyle and their economic activities being carried out within the district.



