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Cultural Background

If you go in search for the Rawana legend, even the history of Indian literature reveals that
an area in this district, called Rawanaella ,had been ruled by a powerful colonial governor known
there is en evidence that District of Badulla inherits a proud history of its own, with the ancient
glories of Uva, having a civilized and royal administration system ruled by wel-known kings such as
“ Rawana” before 6000 years ,within 1800-1900 B.C., even before the approach of King Vijaya to Sri
Lanka, as the legends has taught about king Rawana. Also, the famous composition “Ramayanaya”
that is written by the famous author Waalmiky too, comprises the same legend. It is further said that
there had been a violin like musical instrument played by them called “RawanaVeenawa”.The
archaeological researches of Mr. P.E.P. Deraniyagala has found evidence for the existence of human
habitats in Uva from the middle stone age.Also,it is said that, parts of human skeletons, stone tools

and residues of animals had been found at the excavations of the Ravana Cave.

More evidence for existence of a stone age which running to the pre- history were found
associated with the mountains around Bandarawelaregion.Stone spalls written of the middle stone age
were found from the place called Church Hill , located along Bandarawela — Welimada road where
the Anglin Church is situated. The most important evidence for the existence of human habitats in this
district from the very ancient times is the visit of Lord Buddha to Ceylon in 06" B.C. after nine
months of Lord Buddha’s enlightment, to meet the people belonged to “yaksha” tribe at a place near
the valley of River Mahaweli , where the MahiyanganaStupa is situated at present. According to the
history, there dwelled a colonial ruler called ‘SumanaSaman’ who first enlightened the status of
‘sowan’ after following preach of the Lord Buddha on this visit. The Lord Buddha has offered His
sacred relics of Hair on the request of SumanaSaman and the Sthupa of Mahiyangana was built
embedding those sacred relics which issaid to be the ever first ‘sthupa’ erected in the world and had
been reconstructed throughout many eras. Those architectural skills and their intellectuality to grasp
the deep facts and spiritual values of Buddhist philosophy may help us in imagine the improved

cultural situations prevailed even then.

Further, the Muthiyangana Temple, also known as the Muthiyangana Raja MahaVihara, is
one of the most significant religious places in the district. Lord Buddha, during His third visit to Sri
Lanka, has visited this place and the legends say a colonial Head named “Indika”, hearing Lord
Buddha’s sermon, devoted and had requested something to worship. He has received a few drops of
sweat, said to be turned in to pearls at the moment, and it is said that a stupa was built by the

headman embedding those pearls in it, which later became famous as BadullaMuthiyanganaVihara.

The village of “Dambana” in Badulla District of Sri Lanka is a place linked with the Sri

Lanken civilization and the generations come from those ancestors still dwell there
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