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Administration

Historical evidences prove the fact that Rohana kingdom of Matara which was a region with a proper
administrative system had been a prosperous region since the beginning of Aryan civilization before
543 B.C. It is revealed that King Weera Parakrama who ruled in Kotte kingdom in 15" century had
divided the kingdom into 6 areas namely Sath Korale, Satara Korale, Thun Korale, Denawaka,
Raigama and Matara for the convenience of ruling. Matara area had been ruled by a divisional leader

appointed by the King.

During the period of foreign invasion in Sri Lanka Matara had been identified by Portuguese as an
important commerce center. As a result of the attempt made to win divisional rulers towards
Kingdom of Kotte was totally invaded by Portuguese and they divided into four parts as
Sabaragamuwa, Satara Korale,Sathkorale and Matara. Matara was the largest and most prosperous

zone which belonged to Kotte Kingdom was called as ‘Matara Deepavaniya’.

At that period of time the chief regional administrator was Government Agent and only Sinhala
Government Agent during Portuguese period was Don Fernando Samarakoon who was a person in
the Matara area. He was efficient and clever among other rulers of Kotte Kingdom and was also
awarded the title of Knight. For his assistance Divisional Revenue Officers and Vidanes at rural level
performed their duty. (In the upcountry they were called as Korale) In the feudalism providing

services to the king could also be seen in the area of Matara.

In the Dutch rule in 18" Century coastal areas were divided into Three ruling areas namely Galle,
Colombo and Jaffna. Galle administrative area covered a vast area from Walawe River to Benthara
River and Matara was also included in it. Again Matara administrative division was divided into 05

revenue divisions.

British invaded coastal area in the year 1789, upcountry in 1815. They appointed Colebrook
commission in 1829 to properly rule the area. Based on the proposal made by that Commission Local
Government Authorities ruled by the Government were established according to re-blocked
administrative divisions. An agent was appointed for these provinces and every province was divided

into a few districts and sub agent was appointed.

In the year 1833, area from Benthara river to Kumbukkan Oya became an administrative division in

the name Southern province.



This Southern Province was again divided into 05 divisions of Sub Agent. They are Galle, Ratnapura,
Matara, Pahala Uva and Hambantota. But in 1845 Ratnapura joined Sabaragamuwa Province while
Pahala and Uva Wellassa to Central Province. Current Southern province (consisted of Matara, Galle

and Hambantota districts) was absolutely decided in 1881.

By the time of 1890, Matara District functioned as a sub agent division which is responsible to
Provincial Agent. Matara District was divided into 05 administrative divisions and Five Mudalis were
appointed for the assistance of Sub agent. Under the supervision of such Mudalis Widane Arachchis
were appointed as one for 10 villages. A part thereof was introduced as Walakada. Under them
‘Police Village Headmen’ positions functioned at village level. In Matara district with such an
administrative structure there was total peaceful ruling and prosperous. In that structure the highest

regional post of headman was Mudali who was in charge of a Pattu or Korale.
At that time Mudalies functioned as in charge officers of following korales and Pattus.

Weligam Korale
Morawak Korale
Gangabada Pattu
Wellabada Pattu
Kandabada Pattu.

o M e

Mudalies were selected from educated and wealthy families of the area by District agents. On the
other hand Widane Arachchis were selected by Mudalies from families with a good socio economic
background. Their social status was much more helpful uplift agriculture and maintain a peaceful

administration at rural level.

With the changes emerged with the Donamor Constitution in the year 1931 Divisiional Revenue
Officers were appointed through examinations and positions of Mudalies were cancelled. Rathnayaka

Mudali who ruled Gangabada Pattu can be introduced as the final Mudali in Matara District.

On the other hand positions of Widane Arachchi and Police headmen created. In 1961 system of
Village Headman was also changed. Posts of Grama Niladaries which were selected from an
competitive examination were created. As a result, Revenue administrative officers for 5 revenue
administrative divisions and Grama Niladaries were appointed at village level. They provided their
service to Government Agent of the district. Although the administration of the country is smoothly

fulfilled, contribution of the Government was minimum in the development activities. Donamor



rulers understood this situation and therefore appointed Government Agent as the District
development officer in the development process of the district. Through this it was specially expected

to accelerate agricultural development activities needed for the general public.

After the independence in 1948, Sri Lankan people received franchise. Need of understanding
people’s problems arose. Since the ruling system was not sufficient for that purpose District political

method was set up in 1973 as the second step of decentralizing administration at divisional level.

The headquarters of the political authority was Kachcheri and Agent of Matara District was
appointed as the secretary thereof. Later posts changed as Revenue Administrative Officer and

Assistant Government Agent.

Lack of financial resources needed for rural development was a major issue even in this system. In
order to avoid this situation, powers of political authority could be strengthened by introducing
decentralized budget system. Through this system politicians received opportunity to act similar to
Assistant Government Agent in preparing development programs for decentralized budget at district

electorates.

However by this period, 5 Revenue Officers Divisions increased to 11 in the Matara district. Later

they were named as Assistant Government Agent Offices taking into consideration the role thereof.

Wellabada Pattu East (Dickwella)

Wellabada Pattu & Four Gravets (Matara & Devinuwara)
Gangabada Pattu South (Thihagoda)

Gangabada Pattu North (Kamburupitiya)

Kandabada Pattu West (Mulatiyana)

Kandabada Pattu East (Hakmana)

Morawak korale East (Pasgoda)

Morawak Korale West (Kotapola & Pitabaddara

© 0o N o g bk~ 0w DdPRE

Weligam Korale North (Akuressa)
10. Weligam Korale South (Malimbada)
11. Weligam Korale West (Weligama & Welipitiya)

Wellabada Pattu and Four Gravets was again changed as Wellabada Pattu South (Devinuwara).

Number of Grama Niladaries divisions increased up to 225.



By the year1978, political authority was changed by the then Government as District Minister
system. Mr. Keerthi Abeywickrama appointed as the first District Minister of Matara District.
Government Agent was officially appointed as the Secretary of the District Minister. Through this it

was expected to plan development programs suitably to existing administrative pattern.

By the period of 1981, the then Government introduced District Develoopment Sabha system.
Representatives were elected for 06 seats in Matara District. Chairman for that Sabha was elected

based on their consent and power of political.

225 Gramodaya Mandala were appointed as one for each Grama Niladari Division. Pradeshiya
Mandalas were set up for every Division of Assistant Government Agent. Even in the
implementation of development activities of these Development Sabhas the relationship between

District Minister and District Development Sabhas was very weak.

In 1987 system of provincial council was introduced by Provincial Council Act of 1987 as the
forwarding step of decentralizing administration. It paid a strong foundation to decentralize powers of
central government at provincial level and even today that system is functioning. Southern Provincial
Council set up under this system consisted of a Chief Minister and Four other ministers. In the year

1987, 07 representatives from Matara District were elected for Provincial Council.

A change of the administrative system of the district could be seen by 1992. System of Kachcheri
was cancelled and instead District Secretary and Government Agent became District Secretary.
Divisions of Assistant Government Agent became Divisional Secretariat while Assistant Government
Agent became Divisional Secretary. On the other hand position of Grama Sewaka became the
position of Grama Niladari. Minor Urban Councils of Akuressa and Devinuwara were cancelled and
only Weligama Urban Council remained so. Gramodaya Mandala were cancelled and instead

Pradeshiya Sabhas were formed with representatives elected by voting.

By 1992 in addition to 12 Divisional Secretary’s divisions in Matara District, Pitabaddara Divisional
Secretariat from Kotapola Divisional Secretariat and Welipitiya Divisional Secretariat from
Weligama Divisional Secretariat formed. Then these two sub divisions became Divisional
Secretariats. By the end of the year 1999 number of Divisional Secretariats of Matara District
increased up to 16. Two Divisional Secretariat were separated as Kirinda Puhulwellla comprising
parts of Hakmana and Kamburupitiya Divisional Secretariats and Athuraliya Divisional Secretariat

was formed from Akuressa Divisional Secretariat.



Within the existing system of Provincial Councils, Divisional Secretariat has become the
administrative unit which makes the coordination with Provincial Councils. Further it has become the
primary and important administrative unit that fulfills requirements of the general public related to

Central Government and Provincial Councils.

No. of Grama Niladari Divisions belonged to Divisional Secretary’s Divisions of Matara District.

Divisional Secretary’s Division No. of Grama Niladari’s Divisions.
1. Akuressa 46
2. Athuraliya 28
3. Devinuwara 41
4. Dickwella 48
5. Hakmana 34
6. Kamburupitiya 39
7. Kirinda Puulwella 25
8. Kotapola 37
9. Malimbada 29
10. Matara 66
11. Mulatiyana 48
12. Pasgoda 43
13. Pitabaddara 40
14. Tihagoda 40
15. Weligama 48
16. Welipitiya 38

Matara District 650



