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Cultural Background

During the Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa reigns, a proud history related Kandy expanse had belonged
to the Malayarata. According to the Folktales, this city had been well developed by the king
wickramabahu III who ruled in Gampola. In the period of king Wimaladarmasooriya (I), Kandy had
been introduced as Senkadagala and he developed this city as the Capital of the Sinhala kingdom
with creating beautiful Dalada Maligawa and palace. Onwards 3 Centuries, by protecting Buddhisum
and Sinhalese culture from various furious invasions of Portuguese, Dutch and British; Senkadagala
was the capital of Sinhala kingdom up to 1815 march 2nd.

When Europeans ruling the Coastal areas, there were several victorious battles have occurred near by
Kandy, against them. The Period of king Wimaladhamasooriya (I) and king Rajasinghe (II), in the
battles of Gannuruwa and Danture , foreign soldiers had been completely destroyed. One of main
fortresses Balana which was built to protect Sinhala kingdom from foreign invasions, at present
locates near Kadugannawa.

Nevertheless, due to the many partisan disputes, Kandy Kingdom was conquered by the British in
1815 and they arrested the last Sinhala king Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe at Bomure in
Medamahanuwara on 15% Feburary 1815. After signing the Upcountry Agreement in the Kandy
“ Magulmaduwa” on March 2n 1815, British has taken the ruling of Sri lanka and they accepted
kandy as the Capital until they announced Colombo as the Capital.

There were so many upcountry noble leaders in kandy region have led the Sinhalese last historical
combat for the Independence , “Uva Wellassa” combat in 1818. Majority of those noble leaders,
such as Monarawila Keppitipola, Madugalla who left their respected designations were born in this
historic Kandy land. After cruelly ceased the 1818 battle, hill country including Kandy was directed
the Plantation and trade based economy by British. Under the plantation industry, firstly introduced
coffee was destroyed by the fungus disease and their next replacement was Tea and the first Tea plant
which was planted in Sri- Lanka is in Loolkanduea estate in Delthota D.S Division and it can be seen
even at present.

The most honorable place of the Buddhists in all over the world, Temple of Tooth (Dalada Maligawa)
is situated in this sacred Kandy city. The world famous Cultural event in Sri-Lanka  “Dalada
Perehera” is being organized annually with performing ancient Sinhalaese traditions.



