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PREFACE 
 

Being then second release of the publication by the department on Poverty Statistics, this includes data on the fields of population, 
Malnutrition, Poverty Inequality and Hunger, Trade, Education, Health, Environment, Land Resources, living Standard  and 
Labour. 
 
Data for 23 years from year 1981-2004 has been submitted by this and according to my knowledge, I hope these data will be 
essential to economic plan implementers, researchers and students. 
 
Herewith, I would like to appreciate the assistance and cooperation rendered by the technical division of the department as well as 
other Departments/Ministeries. 
 
 
Also, the suggestions for the development and extension of this publication are most welcome and appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
D.B.P.S.Vidyaratne 
Director General of Census and Statistics 
 
 
Department of Census and Statistics 
P.O.Box 563, 
Colombo 07 
       August,2006 
 
 
Tel: +94-011-2682176 
E.mail: dcensus@sltnet.lk 
Website: www.statistics.gov.lk. 
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Table 1 : Natural Resources Endowment : Land Resources

Sq.Km. Natural Manmade
(Ha.)  (Ha.)

1981 65.6 15.09 2.22 .. ..

1982 65.6 15.08 2.33 11.8 27.8

1983 65.6 14.98 2.45 .. ..

1984 65.6 15.72 2.57 .. ..

1985 65.6 17.64 2.66 .. ..

1986 65.6 17.65 2.66 .. ..

1987 65.6 17.65 2.77 .. ..

1988 65.6 17.65 2.89 .. ..

1989 65.6 18.16 2.94 .. ..

1990 65.6 18.16 2.96 .. ..

1991 65.6 18.16 3.02 .. ..

1992 65.6 18.06 3.06 .. ..

1993 65.6 23.11 2.23 .. ..

1994 65.6 23.11 2.29 .. ..

1995 65.6 23.09 2.02 .. ..

1996 65.6 23.09 2.06 .. ..

1997 65.6 23.09 2.06 .. ..

1998 65.6 23.11 2.06 .. ..

1999 65.6 24.55 2.07 .. ..

2000 65.6 24.55 1.41 .. ..

2001 65.6 23.11 1.42 .. ..

2002 65.6 21.67 1.42 .. 36.1

2003 65.6 21.67 1.42 .. ..

2004 65.6 21.67 1.42 .. ..

Sources - Department of Forest

              Census of Agriculture  -  Department of Census and Statistics
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Year

TotalArea('000) Arable Land 
per Capita 

(Ha.)

Proportion of 
Irrigated Land 

(%)

(% of Total Land Area)
Forest Area

Arable land includes land defined by the FAO 
as land under temporary crops(double - 
cropped areas are counted once), temporary 
meadows for mowing or for pasture, land under 
market or kitchen gardens, and land 
temporarily  fallow. Land abandoned as a 
result of shifting cultivation is excluded.



Table 2: Population Dynamics, 1981 - 2004
Item 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

Population (Million)                                            15.01 15.20 15.42 15.60 15.81 16.13 16.37 16.60 16.83 17.02 17.27 17.43
Population Growth Rate (%) 1.9 1.5 1.3 1.4 1.8 1.6 1.3 1.2 1.4 1.5 1.1 1.1
Population Density (per Sq. km.) 232 235 239 242 246 250 254 258 261 264 268 270
Crude Birth Rate (per 1000 Population) 28.2 26.9 26.3 25.0 24.6 22.4 21.9 20.7 21.6 19.9 20.6 20.5
Crude Death Rate (per 1000 Population) 5.9 6.1 6.2 6.4 6.2 6.0 6.0 5.8 6.3 5.7 5.5 5.6
Total Fertility Rate (Birth per women) 3.8 3.2 3.2 3.0 3.0 2.7 2.6 2.5 2.6 2.6 2.5 2.5

Table 2 (Contd.) : Population Dynamics, 1981 - 2004
Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Population (Million)                                            17.65 17.89 18.14 18.34 18.57 18.79 19.06 19.36 18.73 19.01 19.25 19.46
Population Growth Rate (%) 1.3 1.4 1.1 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.6 1.3 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2
Population Density (per Sq. km.) 274 278 281 292 296 300 304 309 299 303 307 310
Crude Birth Rate (per 1000 Population) 19.9 19.9 18.9 18.6 17.9 17.2 17.2 17.6 18.9 19.1 18.9 18.5
Crude Death Rate (per 1000 Population) 5.4 5.6 5.8 6.7 6.2 6.0 6.1 5.8 5.9 5.8 5.9 5.8
Total Fertility Rate (Birth per women) 2.4 2.4 2.3 2.3 2.2 2.1 2.1 1.9* .. .. .. ..

Sources - Registrar General 's Department
                Demographic and Health Survey 2000, Department of Census and Statistics
                Statistical Abstract - Department of Census and Statistics

* Provisional
Note: Population figures from 1981 to 2000 are mid year estimates prepared by RGO based on 1981 Census and such figures from 2001 and onwards are based on 
2001 Census.The estimated figures towards 2000 are higher than the 2001 population.
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PercentCrude Birth Rate indicates the number of live births occuring 
during the year, per 1000 populations estimated at mid year
Crude Death Rate indicates the number of deaths occuring 
during the year, per 1000 populations estimated at mid year
Total Fertility Rate represents the number of children that would 
be born to a woman if she were to live to the end of her 
childbearing years and bear children in accordance with 
prevailing age specific fertility rates.



Table 3 - Population Composition , 1981 - 2004 

0 -14 years 15 - 64 years 65+ years

1981
35.2 60.5 4.3 65.3 962

1982
34.8 60.8 4.4 64.4 965

1983
34.3 61.2 4.5 63.5 967

1984
33.9 61.5 4.6 62.6 970

1985
33.5 61.9 4.7 61.7 973

1986
33.0 62.2 4.8 60.8 976

1987
32.6 62.6 4.9 59.9 979

1988
32.2 62.9 5.0 59.1 981

1989
31.7 63.2 5.1 58.2 984

1990
31.3 63.5 5.2 57.4 986

1991
30.9 63.9 5.2 56.5 988

1992
30.4 64.2 5.3 55.7 991

1993
30.0 64.6 5.4 54.9 993

1994
29.6 64.9 5.5 54.1 995

1995
29.1 65.2 5.6 53.3 998

1996
28.7 65.6 5.7 52.5 1000

1997
28.3 65.9 5.8 51.7 1002

1998
27.8 66.2 5.9 51.0 1004

1999
27.4 66.6 6.0 50.2 1006

2000
27.0 66.9 6.1 49.4 1009

2001*
26.5 67.3 6.2 48.7 1010

2002*
26.1 67.6 6.3 47.9 1012

2003*
25.7 67.9 6.4 47.2 1014

2004*
25.2 68.3 6.5 46.5 1016

Source - Department of Census and Statistics

* Provisional
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Year

Dependency 
Ratio (Per 100 

working 
Population)

Sex Ratio (women 
per 1000 men)

Population (% of total Population)

Dependency Ratio   is the ratio of young (0-
14)and old(65 and over) segments of a 
population to the segment of working ages(15 - 
64)

Dependency Ratio =
  Population at ages 0 - 14 & 65+ *100
   Population at ages 15 - 64 

Sex Ratio which is usually calculated as the ratio 
of one sex per 100 persons of the other sex. 
Sometimes the sex ratio is given as the percentage 
of one sex.



Table 4 : Poverty, Inequality and Hunger

Item 1990/91 2002

Pecentage of population below poverty line 26.1 22.7
Incidence of poverty(%)
                      No Schooling 31.9 39.1
                      Upto grade 5 27.6 29.6
                      Grade 6 -9 18.4 17.7
                      G.C.E(O/L) and above 5.6 4.4
Head Count Poverty Ratio 26.1 22.7
Poverty Gap Index 5.6 5.1
Squared Poverty Gap Index 1.8 1.6
Human Development Index (HDI) 0.721+ 0.751++
Human Poverty Index (HPI) 20.4+ 18.0++
Gender Development Index  (GDI) 0.712+ 0.747++
Source - Household  Income and Expenditure Survey , 
                Department of Census and Statistics
   +  Data for 1990/91
 ++ Data for 2003
Note- Excluding Northern and Eastern Provinces
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Incidence of Poverty - 1990/91

    Grade 6 -9
22%

   Upto grade 
5

33%
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Schooling
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G.C.E(O/L) 
and above

7%

Human Develpment Index  is a summary measure of Human 
development. It measures the average acheviments in a 
country in three basic diamensions of human development.
   * A long and healthy life, as 
      measured by life expectancy at birth
    * Adult Literacy Rate
    * A decent standard of living,as   
       measured by GDP per capita.
Human Development Index(HDI) is a simple average of the 
three dimension indices.
HDI = 1/3(Life Expectancy Index)+1/3(Education Index)+ 1/3 
(GDP Index)
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Table 5 : Employment Dynamics , 1981 - 2004

Item 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

Labour force, Total (Million)* 4.50 .. .. .. 5.97 .. .. .. .. 6.00 6.90 5.80

LF in Agriculture (% of Total employed)* 45.9 .. .. .. 49.3 .. .. .. .. 47.8# 41.4# 42.2

LF in Industry (% of Total employed)* 18.5 .. .. .. 18.8 .. .. .. .. 20.5# 25.7# 20.1

LF in Services (% of Total employed)* 35.6 .. .. .. 31.9 .. .. .. .. 31.6# 32.9# 37.3

Unemployed (% of Total labour Force)* 17.9 .. .. .. 14.1 .. .. .. .. 15.9 14.7 14.6

Self-Employed (1) (% of Total employed)* .. .. .. 41.8 .. .. .. .. 44.8 37.6 39.9

Under-employed (those working less than 20 hours 
per week) (% of Total Labour Force)*

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 14.0 10.6 10.4

Table 5 (Contd.) : Employment Dynamics ,1981 - 2004
Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Labour force, Total (Million)* 7.65# 8.06** 6.10 6.24 6.22 6.66 6.67 6.82 6.77 7.14 7.65 8.04

LF in Agriculture (% of Total employed)* 41.5 39.5 36.7 37.4 36.2 39.3 36.3 36.0 32.6 34.5 33.6 33.0

LF in Industry (% of Total employed)* 19.7 19.8 22.2 22.0 24.2 21.9 21.9 23.6 23.9 22.4 23.3 24.8

LF in Services (% of Total employed)* 38.8 40.7 41.1 40.6 39.6 38.8 41.8 40.3 43.5 43.1 43.1 42.1

Unemployed (% of Total labour Force)* 13.8 13.1 12.3 11.3 10.5 9.2 8.9 7.6 7.9 8.8 8.37 8.5

Self-Employed (1) (% of Total employed)* 39.8 39.3 40.2 39.1 40.5 45.6 42.5 43.7 41.4 42.1 42.6 40.9

Under-employed (those working less than 20 hours 
per week) (% of Total Labour Force)*

13.5 8.4 12.5 9.1 9.3 12.0 9.5 12.2 9.2 9.9 11.5 9.7

Source - Quarterly Labour Force Survey
               Department of Census and Statistics
*Excluding Northern and Eastern provinces
** All districts are included
# These figures for 1990 1st quarter and 1991 1st quarter
Note: From 1990 - 2002 - Excluding Northern and eastern provinces.
          Employer + Own Account Worker + Unpaid Family Workers 5

Labour Force  comprises people who meet the ILO definition of the 
economically active population. It includes both the employed and the 
unemployed.



Table 5a : Minimum wage rate for male workers 1985 - 1998

Item 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
Tea growing & manufacturing trade 21.07 21.76 22.53 27.11 34.20 41.08 46.26 51.19 57.20 62.21 66.51 77.69 83.00 86.00
Rubber growing & manufacturing trade 17.43 18.11 18.88 23.87 31.70 38.58 43.76 48.69 54.70 59.71 64.01 74.12 81.39 85.00
Cocoa, cardamom & pepper growing & 
manufacturing trade

13.32 14.00 14.78 16.26 24.97 38.58 43.76 48.69 54.70 59.71 64.01 74.12 81.68 89.95

Coconut growing trade 15.91 15.91 16.61 18.00 30.58 38.58 43.76 48.69 54.70 59.71 64.01 74.12 81.68 92.25
Coconut manufacturing trade 20.25 20.25 27.60 32.00 32.00 45.50 50.00 62.00 62.00 62.00 80.58 86.80 93.40 100.00
Match manufacturing trade (daily)
      Grade I 20.15 20.72 27.00 27.90 29.70 40.37 51.50 54.50 54.50 54.50 54.50 65.00 68.50 70.21
      Grade II 19.10 19.68 26.00 26.87 28.60 39.35 50.50 53.50 53.50 53.50 53.50 64.00 67.50 69.19
      Grade III 18.60 19.13 25.00 25.62 27.50 37.92 49.00 52.00 52.00 52.00 52.00 62.50 66.00 67.65
      Grade IV 20.00 20.58 27.00 27.68 29.70 40.37 51.50 54.50 54.50 54.50 54.50 65.00 68.50 70.21
Brick & tile manufacturing trade (daily)
Paddy hulling trade (daily) 21.65 23.18 40.00 40.00 40.00 41.67 54.00 57.00 57.00 57.00 57.00 72.33 80.00 84.00

Source - Labour Department

Item 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
Tea growing & manufacturing trade 21.07 21.76 22.53 27.11 34.20 41.08 46.26 51.19 57.20 62.21 66.51 77.69 83.00 86.00
Rubber growing & manufacturing trade 17.43 18.11 18.88 23.87 31.70 38.58 43.76 48.69 54.70 59.71 64.01 74.12 81.39 85.00
Cocoa, cardamom & pepper growing & 
manufacturing trade

10.14 10.60 11.75 16.26 24.97 38.58 43.76 48.69 54.70 59.71 64.01 74.12 81.68 89.95

Coconut growing trade 13.59 13.59 15.06 18.00 30.58 38.58 43.76 48.69 54.70 59.71 64.01 74.12 81.68 92.25
Coconut manufacturing trade 20.25 20.25 27.10 32.00 32.00 45.50 50.00 62.00 62.00 62.00 80.58 86.80 93.40 100.00
Match manufacturing trade (daily)
      Grade I 19.40 20.72 27.00 27.90 29.70 40.37 51.50 54.50 54.50 54.50 54.50 65.00 68.50 70.21
      Grade II 18.50 19.68 26.00 26.87 28.60 39.35 50.50 53.50 53.50 53.50 53.50 64.00 67.50 69.19
      Grade III 18.00 19.13 25.00 25.62 27.50 37.92 49.00 52.00 52.00 52.00 52.00 62.50 66.00 67.65
      Grade IV .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Brick & tile manufacturing trade (daily)
Paddy hulling trade (daily) 20.00 21.67 40.00 40.00 40.00 41.67 54.00 57.00 57.00 57.00 57.00 72.33 80.00 84.00

Source - Labour Department

Table 5a (Contd.) : Minimum wage rate for female workers
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Table 6 : GDP and GDP Growth Rates  

1980 1990 2000 2004 1980-90 1990-00 2000-04

In Nominal Terms 41.3 79.4 169.9 203.5 17.5 15.9 12.6
In Real Terms 127.0 79.4 152.5 130.8 4.4 5.3 4.0
Source: Department of Census & Statistics
Note: Growth rates are calculated by the average annual growth rates.

Table 6 (Contd.) : GDP Per Capita and Growth Rates (%) in Annual Per Capita GDP

1980 1990 2000 2000 2004 1980-90 1990-00 2000-04 1980-90 1990-00 2000-04

In Nominal Terms 280.5 467.0 877.4 877.4 1046.5 6.2 7.3 5.1 6.2 7.3 5.1
In Real Terms 862.0 467.0 361.2 787.6 672.4 2.9 4.0 3.5 2.9 4.0 3.5
Source: Department of Census & Statistics
 Note: Growth rates are calculated by the average annual growth rates.

Table 6a : Annual Growth Rates in Sectoral GDP (%) - Constant (1998) Base
Rs. Mn./%

Year Agriculture Growth 
Rate Industry Growth 

Rate Services Growth 
Rate All Growth 

Rate
1998 175,478    284,756    585,430    1,045,664    
1999 185,863    5.9            300,006    5.4            604,489    3.3            1,090,358    4.3            
2000 189,896    2.2            326,427    8.8            640,574    6.0            1,156,896    6.0            
2001 183,018    -3.6 317,580    -2.7 639,533    -0.2 1,140,130    -1.4
2002 186,600    2.0            328,661    3.5            670,286    4.8            1,185,547    4.0            
2003 189,994    1.8            345,016    5.0            720,247    7.5            1,255,257    5.9            
2004 189,056    -0.5 365,001    5.8            769,363    6.8            1,323,420    5.4            
2005 191,300    1.2            394,015    7.9            820,674    6.7            1,405,989    6.2            

Source: Department of Census and statistics
7               

Annual Change in GDP Per Capita 
(%)Item

GDP (US$)
GDP Growth Rates(% Per Year)

1990=100 1998=100

Item
GDP (Billion US$)

GDP Growth Rates (% Per Year)
1990=100 1998=100



Table 7 - Social Condition : Education

Net Primary Net 
Secondary Primary Junior Secondary Male Female Total

1981 .. .. .. .. .. 91.1 83.2 87.2
1982 .. .. 84.2 60.7 85.4 .. .. ..

1983 .. .. 86.5 63.5 .. .. .. ..

1984 .. .. 86.4 62.9 .. .. .. ..

1985 .. .. 89.4 65.6 .. .. .. ..

1986 .. .. 87.7 65.7 .. .. .. ..

1987 .. .. 88.7 67.0 88.6 .. .. ..

1988 .. .. 89.8 72.6 .. .. .. ..

1989 .. .. 91.3 72.2 .. .. .. ..

1990 .. .. 86.8 66.4 .. .. .. ..

1991 .. .. 91.6 72.1 .. .. .. ..

1992 .. .. 88.7 70.5 .. .. .. ..

1993 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

1994 .. .. .. .. .. 92.5 87.9 90.1
1995 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

1996 96.6 94.0 .. .. .. .. .. ..

1997 97.0 94.8 95.8 76.3 91.8 .. .. ..

1998 97.3 95.4 94.5 75.1 .. .. .. ..

1999 97.5 95.8 .. .. .. ..

2000 97.7 96.9 96.5 80 .. .. .. ..

2001 96.8 96.0 98.2 82.6 .. 92.6 89.7 91.1

2002 97.2 96.3 96.2 82.8 .. .. .. ..

2003 96.8 95.1 96.5 82.1 .. .. .. ..

2004 98.0 96.2 97.7 83.8 .. .. .. 92.5@

Sources - Registrar General 's Department
                Department of Census and Stastistics
                Ministry of Education
                Cetral Bank of Sri lanka
 @ Data for 2003/04

            Data are given only 18 districts where  the Census of Population and Housing 2001 was carried out completely.
8

Note -  Excluding Northern and Eastern Provinces

Literacy Rate 
(%) (5+ 

years of age )

Adult Literacy Rate (%) (10 
years of age)  

Year

Enrolment Ratio Completion Rate
(% of Relevant age groups)

Adult Literacy Rate  is the percentage of 
people ages 15 and above who can , with 
understanding, read and write a short , 
somple statement on their everyday life.

Completion Rate is the proportion of 
pupils starting grade 1 who reach grade 
5,known as the survival rate to grade 5, 
is the percentage of a cohort of pupils 
enrolled in grade 1 of the primary level 
of education in a given school year who 
are expected to reach grade 5



Table 8 - Social Condition : Health

Item 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
Life Expectancy at Birth (Years) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
        Male 67.7 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
        Female 72.1 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Under 5 Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births) 38.86 42.75 39.82 39.20 32.68 31.08 30.40 26.66 23.77 .. 22.18 22.46
Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live birth) 29.57 30.53 28.37 27.23 24.17 23.25 22.58 20.17 18.35 .. 17.71 17.92
Child Immunization Rate (% of children aged 12-23 months fully immunized ) .. .. .. .. .. .. 67.3 .. .. .. .. ..
Maternal  Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live birth) 0.60 0.60 0.60 0.40 0.50 0.50 0.40 0.40 0.30 0.40 0.40 0.30
Birth Attended by Skilled Health Personnels (% of birth)++ .. .. .. .. .. .. 87.7++ .. .. 82.1 .. ..
No. of cases of HIV - young adult of age 15 -24 .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 3 11 7 13 27
Physicians (Per 1,000 People) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1.04 1.03 1.07
Contraceptive Prevalence Rate (% of married women) .. 57.8 .. .. .. .. 61.7 .. .. .. .. ..
Awareness and use of family planning method
      Know about .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
      Ever used .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
      Currently using .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Table 8 : (Contd.) - Social Condition : Health
Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Life Expectancy at Birth (Years) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Male 69.5# .. .. .. .. .. 70.7@ .. .. .. .. ..
Female 74.2# .. .. .. .. .. 75.4@ .. .. .. .. ..
Under 5 Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births) 20.22 20.68 20.01 20.89 21.77 17.90 16.84 15.78 14.74 13.39 .. ..
Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live birth) 16.28 16.90 16.49 17.26 17.15 14.35 13.80 13.52* 12.63* 11.49* 11.17* ..
Child Immunization Rate (% of children aged 12-23 months fully immunized ) 95.0+ .. .. .. .. .. .. 93.5+ .. .. .. ..
Maternal  Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live birth) 0.30 0.20 0.20 0.20 0.34 0.27 0.18 .. .. .. .. ..
Birth Attended by Skilled Health Personnels (% of birth)++ 94.1++ .. .. .. .. .. .. 96.0++ .. 84.5 .. ..
No. of cases of HIV - young adult of age 15 -24 37 23 22 30 32 55 42 54 47 50 68 91
Physicians (Per 1,000 People) 1.1 1.1 1.17 1.18 1.21 1.25 1.27 1.32 1.32 1.33 1.37 1.39
Contraceptive Prevalence Rate (% of married women) 66.1 .. .. .. .. .. .. 70.0 .. .. .. ..
Awareness and use of family planning method
      Know about 99.3 .. .. .. .. .. .. 99.2 .. .. .. ..
      Ever used 78.3 .. .. .. .. .. .. 84.7 .. .. .. ..
      Currently using 66.1 .. .. .. .. .. .. 70.0 .. .. .. ..

Sources - Registrar General 's Department
                Demographic and Health Survey 2000- Department of Census and Statistics
                Statistical Abstract - Department of Census and Statistics

 + Excluding Northern and Eastern Provinces
 ++ Excluding traditional birth attendance
 # Data for 1991/1996
 @ Data for 1996/2001
 * Provisional
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Maternal Mortality Rate  is conventionally computed as the 
number of maternal deaths due to puerperal causes per 10,000 or 
100,000 live births



Table 9 - Economic Performance , 1981 - 2004

Item 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

GDP (Million $) 4,391.0 4,686.6 5,065.9 5,791.8 5,808.7 6,154.2 6,411.6 6,877.5 6,891.5 7,935.7 8,936.9 9,622.5

GDP - Current Factor cost prices 79,337 94,679 113,878 140,039 148,321 163,713 177,731 203,516 228,138 290,615 337,399 386,999

GDP Per Capita ($) 295 308 329 371 367 382 392 414 409 466 518 552

Sectoral Composition

      Agriculture (%  of GDP) 27.7 26.6 28.3 28.7 27.7 27.1 27.0 26.3 25.6 26.3 26.8 25.9

      Manufacturing (% of GDP) 16.2 14.9 14.0 14.9 14.7 15.2 16.0 15.4 15.3 14.9 14.8 15.3

      Other (% of GDP) 56.1 58.5 57.7 56.4 57.6 57.7 57.0 58.3 59.1 58.8 58.5 58.8

Gross Domestic Savings, GDS (% of .. 12.6 17.0 29.7 17.5 12.0 12.8 12.8 12.1 14.8 12.7 18.3

Gross Domestic Investment, GDI (% of .. 32.7 35.9 38.6 35.3 23.7 23.3 23.1 21.7 22.6 22.9 23.8

Savings-Investment Gap (% of GDP) .. -20.1 -18.9 -8.9 -17.8 -11.7 -10.5 -10.3 -9.6 -7.8 -10.2 -5.5

Table 9(Contd.) - Economic Performance , 1981 - 2004
Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

GDP (Million $) 10,355.2 11,709.1 12,924.6 13,957.2 15,105.4 15,658.0 15,638.9 16,542.9 16,050.3 16,861.7 18,559.5 19652.0*

GDP - Current Factor cost prices 453,092 523,300 598,327 695,934 803,698 912,839 994,730 1,125,259 1,245,598 1,403,310 1,560,806 ..

GDP Per Capita ($) 615 686 755 796 853 879 863 899 841 872 954 1010

Sectoral Composition

      Agriculture (%  of GDP) 24.6 23.8 23.0 22.4 21.9 21.1 20.7 19.9 20.1 20.1 19.0 ..

      Manufacturing (% of GDP) 15.2 15.4 15.7 16.2 16.4 16.5 16.4 16.8 16.0 15.9 15.6 ..

      Other (% of GDP) 60.2 60.9 61.3 61.4 61.7 62.4 62.9 63.3 64.0 64.0 65.4 ..

Gross Domestic Savings, GDS (% of 16 15.2 15.5 15.5 17.3 18.9 19.8 17.3 15.3 14.4 15.9 15.9

Gross Domestic Investment, GDI (% of 25.6 27 25.1 24.2 24.4 25.4 27.1 28 22 21.2 22.1 25

Savings-Investment Gap (% of GDP) -9.6 -11.8 -9.6 -8.7 -7.1 -6.5 -7.3 -10.7 -6.7 -6.8 -6.2 -9.1

                 Central Bank of Sri Lanka

 * Provisional

Sources - Statistical Abstract - Department of Census and Statistics 
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GDP is the sum of gross value added by all resident producers in the economy 
plus any product taxes and minus any subsidies not included in the value of the 
products. It is calculated without making deductions for depreciation of 
fabricated assets or for depletion and degradation of natural resources.



Table 10 - Trade Performance , 1981 - 2004 

Item 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
Total Export (Million $) 1,049.30 1,015.09 1,070.21 1,454.64 1,289.95 1,216.70 1,353.51 1,480.41 1,541.14 1,912.73 1,987.55 2,452.86

Total Export (Million Rs.) 20,199 21,124 25,182 37,006 35,035 34,092 39,861 47,092 55,512 76,624 82,225 107,509

Total Import (Million $) 1,831.22 2,015.67 1,785.85 1,844.06 1,806.66 1,830.19 2,028.86 2,210.63 2,091.98 2,635.02 3,089.94 3,417.29

Total Import (Million Rs) 35,251 41,946 42,021 46,913 49,069 51,282 59,750 70,320 75,353 105,559 127,831 149,780

Trade Deficit (Million $) -781.92 -1000.58 -715.64 -389.43 -516.72 -613.49 -675.35 -730.21 -550.83 -722.29 -1102.39 -964.43

Trade Deficit (Million Rs) -15,052 -20,822 -16,839 -9,907 -14,034 -17,190 -19,889 -23,228 -19,841 -28,935 -45,606 -42,271

Export within SAARC (% of Total 8.7 8.0 6.2 4.5 4.1 2.7 4.0 6.3 5.6 3.7 3.1 2.3

Import within SAARC (% of Total 5.3 5.3 7.3 7.1 6.5 7.9 12.0 8.2 5.9 7.0 10.1 12.2

Table 10 (Contd.) - Trade Performance , 1981 - 2004 
Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Total Export (Million $) 2,859.98 3,210.44 3,809.93 4,096.71 4,647.87 4,735.25 4,529.19 5,446.46 4,724.55 4,726.53 5,027.22 5,444.27*

Total Export (Million Rs.) 137,994 158,660 195,259 226,425 274,178 305,850 318,810 412,733 422,186 452,140 486,283 570,560*

Total Import (Million $) 3,759.19 4,482.54 4,767.30 5,027.99 5,640.45 5,713.16 5,377.31 6,300.99 5,412.51 6,045.38 6,511.75 7,599.23*

Total Import (Million Rs) 181,381 221,527 244,324 277,897 332,730 369,013 378,509 477,489 483,662 578,301 629,882 796,399*

Trade Deficit (Million $) -899.21 -1,272.10 -957.37 -931.28 -992.58 -977.91 -848.12 -854.53 -687.96 -1,318.85 -1,484.53  -215,4.95*

Trade Deficit (Million Rs) -43,387 -62,867 -49,065 -51,472 -58,552 -63,163 -59,699 -64,756 -61,476 -126,161 -143,599  -225,839*

Export within SAARC (% of Total 2.5 1.7 2.7 2.6 2.5 2.2 2.8 2.8 3.1 5.4 7.0 8.9

Import within SAARC (% of Total 11.4 10.9 17.6 12.9 11.8 11.3 11.7 11.2 13.2 15.5 18.0 19.0

Sources - Statistical Abstract, Department of Census and Statistics

                Sri Lanka Customs

* Provisional
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Table 11 - Composition of Trade , 1993 - 2004

Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

Composition of Export (% of total export)

      Agriculture 22.9 21.9 21.8 23.5 22.9 23.0

      Industry 73.5 74.7 75.3 73.6 74.1 76.3
      Other 3.6 3.4 2.9 2.9 3.1 0.7
Food (% of Total Import) .. .. .. 12.1 15.2 14.0

Fuels* (% of Total Import) .. .. .. 7.8 9.2 6.2

Manufacturers (% of Total Import) .. .. .. .. .. ..

Total Private Remittance from abroad  (%of GDP) 6.7 6.7 6.8 6.6 6.8 7.1

Remittance Received from the SAARC Region only (% of GDP) 0.11 0.04 0.04 0.05 0.06 0.06

Table 11 (Contd.) - Composition of Trade , 1993 - 2004

Item 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Composition of Export (% of total export)

      Agriculture 20.9 18.5 19.7 19.8 .. ..

      Industry 78.6 79.0 78.6 76.9 .. ..

      Other 0.5 2.6 1.7 3.3 .. ..

Food (% of Total Import) 13.7 11.7 12.5 12.8 12.1 11.0

Fuels* (% of Total Import) 5.7 9.2 9.3 13.9 11.3 14.5

Manufacturers (% of Total Import) .. .. .. .. .. ..

Total Private Remittance from abroad  (%of GDP) 7.5 7.8 8.3 8.8 .. ..

Remittance Received from the SAARC Region only (% of GDP) 0.06 0.05 0.05 0.06 .. ..

Source - Economics and Social Statistics, Central Bank of Sri Lanka 2003
               Sri Lanka Customs

                 Composition of Export - 2002
* Petroleum and Charcoal
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Table 12 - Environment Conditions : Land and Forest, Air and water pollution, Threatened Species 

Item 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
National Parks (% of Land area) 4.88 4.88 4.88 4.88 4.88 6.63 7.00 7.00 7.00 7.43 7.43 7.43
Sanctuary (% of Land area) 3.28 3.27 3.30 3.30 3.32 3.32 3.64 3.64 3.64 4.07 3.94 4.43
Fertilizer Issues (Mt. tons. thousands) .. .. .. .. .. .. 505.3 525.2 522.3 437.1 453.7 459.4
Paddy (Mt. tons. thousands) 2229 2155 2483 2414 2661 2588 2128 2477 2064 2538 2389 2340
Area (Ha' 000) 877 844 824 990 881 895 781 868 727 857 817 804
Tea (Mt. tons. thousands) 210 188 179 208 214 211 213 226 207 233 241 179
Area (Ha' 000) 245 242 230 228 232 223 221 222 222 222 222 222
Rubber (Mt. tons. thousands) 124 125 140 142 137 138 122 122 111 113 104 106
Area (Ha'000) .. .. 376.1 374.6 373.7 371.9 370.8 .. .. .. .. ..
Coconut (Million nuts) 2258 2521 2312 1942 2958 3039 2292 1936 2484 2532 2184 2296
Area (Ha' 000) 451 416 416 416 416 416 416 416 416 .. .. ..
Minor Export Crops(Mt.tons '000) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Area (Ha' 000) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Minor Food Crops (Mt. tons. thousands) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Tobacco (Mt. tons. thousands) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Other (Mt. tons. thousands) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Table 12 (Contd.) - Environment Condition : Land and Forest, Air and water pollution, Threatened Species 
Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

National Parka ( % of Land area) 7.53 7.62 7.99 8.37 7.91 7.91 7.91 7.95 7.95 8.06 8.13 8.07
Sanctuary (% of Land area) 4.77 4.08 3.60 4.10 3.87 3.87 3.87 4.87 4.87 4.91 4.98 4.90
Fertilizer Issues (Mt. tons. thousands) 549.12 532.66 597.6 523.23 528.69 561.35 617.81 592.53 579.47 657.05 592* ..
Paddy (Mt. tons. thousands) 2570 2684 2810 2062 2239 2692 2857 2860 2695 2859 3071 2628
Area (Ha' 000) 835 930 915 749 730 848 892 878 798 853 983* 779
Tea (Mt. tons. thousands) 232 242 246 258 277 280 284 305 295 310 303 308
Area (Ha' 000) 193 187 189 189 194 195 180 189 189 211 211 211
Rubber (Mt. tons. thousands) 104 105 107 112 106 96 97 88.00 86.00 91.00 92 95
Area (Ha'000) 281 282 283 284 299 286 287 157 157 115 115 115
Coconut (Million nuts) 2200 2628 2755 2546 2631 2565 2700 3096 2905 2459 2512 2591
Area (Ha' 000) .. .. .. 417 .. .. .. 444 444 395 395 395
Minor Export Crops(Mt.tons '000) 7.02 5.60 51.06 6.06 7.06 11.31 9.74 8.70 8.71 8.25
Area (Ha' 000) 72.66 72.80 74.30 74.22 74.12 74.88 74.85 74.31 73.00 72.96 .. ..
Minor Food Crops (Mt. tons. thousands) 44.30 40.61 39.73 54.79 50.7 44.18 42.69 40.46 34.32 40.86 .. ..
Tobacco (Mt. tons. thousands) 9.80 4.30 47.01 4.13 3.94 3.76 3.65 3.20 2.52 2.57 .. ..
Other (Mt. tons. thousands) 38.83 37.58 34.19 11.90 17.36 14.51 39.51 29.79 28.77 30.67 .. ..
Sources - Statistical Abstract,Department of Census and Statistics
                Economic and Social Statistics, 2003 ,Central Bank of Sri Lanka
* Provisional
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Table 13 - Environment Conditions : Household Level Environment

Item 1981 1993 1994 1997 2000 2001+ 2004

Access to Improved Water Sources (% of 
Households)

All sector .. 73.5 68.4 .. 75.4 82 ..
      Urban 91.1 .. .. .. 97.4 95.9 ..
      Rural 65.0 .. .. .. 74.6 81.2 ..
      Estate .. .. .. .. 24.8 .. ..
Access to Improved Sanitation Facilities (% 
of Households)

All sector .. 62.0 63.4 70.1 72.6 67.5 79.9
      Urban .. .. .. 77.3 86.9 77.8 87.1
      Rural .. .. .. 69.7 72.6 67.5 79.3
      Estate .. .. .. 59.4 35.5 43.2 70.9
HHs with access to sewerage connection 
(%)

.. .. .. .. 72.6 * .. ..

HHs with access to Electricity (%)

All sector .. 39.1 43.8 57.1 67.2 .. 74.9
      Urban .. .. .. 87.8 88.7 .. 93.7
      Rural .. .. .. 55.5 66.6 .. 73.4
      Estate .. .. .. 12.3 31.0 .. 53.1

Sources -  The Consumer Finance & Socio Economic Survey Report , Central Bank of Sri Lanka
                  Demographic and Health Survey 2000,
                  Poverty Statistics ,Department of Census and Statistics
                  Annual Health Bulletin - 2002

 + Only for completely enumerated districts
* Excluding Northern and Eastern Porvinces
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Table 14 - Gender and Development : Education

Item 1981 1987 1994 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Male (10+ yrs) Literacy Rate (%) 91.1 92.2 92.5# .. 94.3 .. .. .. 92.2 # .. .. 94.5

Female (10+ yrs) Literacy Rate (%) 83.2 85.2 87.9 # .. 89.4 .. .. .. 89.2 #  .. .. 90.6

Male Net Primary  School Enrolment (%)# .. .. .. 96.9 96.6 97.6 97.7 97.8 96.8 97.6 96.6 97.8

Female Net Primary  School Enrolment (%)# .. .. .. 96.3 97.4 97.0 97.3 97.6 96.9 96.7 97.1 98.1

Male Net Secondary  School Enrolment (%)# .. .. .. 94.3 94.6 95.2 95.6 96.7 95.5 96.3 95.4 95.7

Female Net Secondary  School Enrolment (%)# .. .. .. 93.7 95.0 95.7 96.0 97.1 96.5 96.4 94.7 96.6

Male Primary School Completion Rate (% of relevant age groups) .. .. .. .. .. .. 94.2 95.8 97.5 95.6 95.6 97.0

Female Primary School Completion Rate (% of relevant age groups) .. .. .. .. .. .. 74.4 76.7 79.1 79.9 78.4 80.7

Sources -   The Consumer Finance & Socio Economic Survey Report - Central Bank  of Sri Lanka
                  Labour Force Survey - Department of Census and Statistics
                  Annual School Census- Ministry of Education
                  Annual Health Bulletin, 1981,1994,2001

 # Excluding Northern and Eastern Provinces
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Table 15 - Gender and Development : Health

Item 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
Male Life Expectancy at Birth (Years) 67.7 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Female Life Expectancy at Birth (Years) 72.1 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Boys Under 5 Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births) 40.53 46.17 42.03 41.81 34.86 33.17 32.28 28.27 25.40 .. 24.28 24.60
Girls Under 5 Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births) 37.10 39.18 37.52 36.46 30.40 28.89 28.43 24.97 22.06 .. 20.01 20.24
Boys Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births) 31.64 33.80 30.39 29.87 26.29 25.36 24.58 21.72 19.93 .. 19.90 20.02
Girls Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births) 27.40 27.13 26.26 24.47 21.95 21.04 20.48 18.54 16.70 .. 15.43 15.73
Immunization rate for girls and boys(% of one year) .. .. .. .. .. .. 46.9 .. .. .. .. ..

Table 15 (Contd.) - Gender and Development : Health
Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Male Life Expectancy at Birth (Years) .. 69.5 .. .. .. .. 70.7+ .. .. .. .. ..
Female Life Expectancy at Birth (Years) .. 74.2 .. .. .. .. 75.4 # .. .. .. .. ..
Boys Under 5 Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births) 21.79 22.33 21.41 22.68 22.95 18.98 17.79 17.14* 16.30* 14.82* .. ..
Girls Under 5 Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births) 18.59 18.95 18.57 19.02 20.54 16.77 15.84 14.34* 13.12* 11.90* .. ..
Boys Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births) 17.91 18.50 17.86 18.84 18.48 15.58 14.65 14.75* 14.05* 12.83* 12.03* ..
Girls Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births) 14.59 15.24 15.07 15.61 15.76 13.06 12.91 12.22* 11.16* 10.09* 10.27* ..
Immunization rate for girls and boys(% of one year) 79.9 .. .. .. .. .. .. 80.7 .. .. .. ..
Sources - Registrar General 's Department
                Annual Health Bulletin 2002
 + Data for 1991/96
 # Data for 1996/2001
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Table 16 - Gender and Development : Employment and Decision Making

Item 1981 1985 1989 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Male Agriculture (% of male employed) 44.1 47.2 .. 40.6 40.0 37.3 35.8 35.3 34.6 36.3 33.2 33.3 29.9 31.8 30.8 30.0

Female Agriculture (% of female 
employed) 

51.0 54.2 .. 46.0 45.0 44.6 38.7 42.4 39.8 45.2 42.8 41.6 38.5 40.0 39.6 39.3

Male Industry (% of male employed) 19.0 18.3 .. 19.1 17.9 18.6 20.4 21.1 22.4 21.2 21.3 22.4 22.6 21.5 22.3 24.0

Female Industry (% of female employed) 17.5 19.9 .. 22.7 23.8 22.7 26.2 24.1 28.1 23.4 23.1 26.2 26.7 24.3 25.4 26.6

Male Service (% of male employed) 36.9 34.5 .. 40.3 42.2 44.2 43.8 43.7 43.0 42.5 45.6 44.3 47.5 46.7 46.9 46.0

Female Service (% of female employed) 31.5 25.9 .. 31.4 31.2 32.8 35.1 33.5 32.2 31.4 34.1 32.2 34.8 35.7 35.0 34.1

Female Seats in Parliament (% of Total) .. .. 5.78 .. .. 5.33 .. .. . .. .. 4.00 4.44 .. .. 4.89

Female Professional/ Technical and 
Associate professionals (% of total female 
workers)

.. 8.7 .. .. 13.9 12.3 13.8 13.1 13.5 12.5 13.9 13.7 15.1 14.4 14.3# 14.7#

Sources - Quarterly Labour Force Survey , Department of Census & Statistics
                  Women's Bureau
# Including Eastern Province but Excluding Northern Province
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Table 16a : Number of Workers in Foreign Employment by Sex ,2001- 2004

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
Saudi Arabia 26,672 40,013 27,622 43868 25,812 50,283 23893 46,998
Kuwait 6,041 29,059 6,686 35156 6,770 31,853 7039 29,494
U.A.E. 9,169 19,122 12,538 20355 14,362 17,955 15468 17,243
Lebanon 442 14,993 423 12269 356 12,851 376 17,442
Jordan 447 7,629 388 6146 520 6,562 1177 7,722
Qatar 11,169 2,884 17,153 3591 18,700 5,098 24877 4,972
Oman 1,266 2,403 1,335 2243 1,546 2,585 1618 1,789
Bahrain 948 2,790 948 3578 1,179 2,552 966 2,833
Cyprus 639 2,451 681 2412 625 2,418 501 2,622
Maldives 1,727 665 1,500 1395 2,090 1,103 2111 343
Singapore 229 1,278 112 1158 85 984 123 855
South Korea 280 73 421 101 1,798 238 1182 122
Hong Kong 12 370 3 267 6 222 8 154
Malaysia 185 151 99 282 30 209 30 211
Mauritius 26 78 46 113 73 112 57 296
Egypt 21 36 6 60 10 108 14 147
Israel 4 20 21 38 21 37 34 72
Greece 96 55 78 63 25 30 54 31
Kenya 21 5 14 18 21 3 8 3
United Kingdom 5 15 18 11 12 20 4 25
Syria 5 21 5 12 7 20 8 30
Seychelles 21 3 100 - 119 9 48 4
Pakistan 15 11 13 15 18 9 27 14
Ireland 16 4 39 8 25 6 9 1
Italy 22 6 6 1 1 5 15 1
North Yemen 1 3 3 3 11 5 6 -
South Yemen 13 6 8 4 35 3 6 8
Africa 41 16 26 7 14 3 44 11
Libya 101          - 114 3 54 4 34 1
Brunei 10 4 1 2 5 5 4 1
United States 26 4 3 4 1 2 2 3
China 24 1 2 1 9 2 5 1
Thailand          - 1 2 2 1 1 1 2
Madagascar 21          - 2 - 13 - 2 -
Spain 7 8 1 1          - - - 1
France 2          - 1 1          - - 1 -
Japan 20 3          - 2 1 - 3 -
Botswana 5          - 2 1 5 2 2 -
Vietnam          -          - 1 - 12 - - -
Uganda          - 1 4 - 16 6 - -
Switzerland          -          -          - - 1 - 12 -
Others 58 18 97 60 119 33 210 22

Total 59,807 124,200 70,522 133251 74,508 135,338 79,979 133,474

Source: Statistical Abstract, Department of Census and Statistics 
* Provisional
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Table 16b: No. of Workers Departure for Foreign Employment 
                   by Type of Work, 2001 & 2004

   

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total
Professional Level 1,125 93 1,218 1,297 184 1,481 1,410 131 1,541 1,707 103 1,810
Middle Level 3,205 571 3,776 3,924 631 4,555 5,281 2,226 7,507 5,339 1,170 6,509
Clerical & Related 4,631 1,384 6,015 5,604 1,635 7,239 5,342 1,437 6,779 5,746 842 6,588
Skilled 25,262 11,501 36,763 30,567 14,911 45,478 31,638 16,106 47,744 33,649 11,969 45,618
Unskilled 25,584 7,801 33,385 29,130 7,355 36,485 30,837 13,427 44,264 33,538 9,356 42,894
Domestic Help .. 102,850 102,850 .. 108,535 108,535 .. 102,011 102,011 .. 110,034 110,034

Total 59,807 124,200 184,007 70,522 133,251 203,773 74,508 135,338 209,846 79,979 133,474 213,453
Source: Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign Employment
              * Provisional

Type of Work
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Table 17 - Rural Urban Comparision : Population
Item 1981 1987 1993 2000 2001*

Rural Population (Million) 11.6 .. .. .. 14.4
Urban Population (Million) 3.2 .. .. .. 3.6
Rural Population Growth Rate (%) 1.79 .. .. .. 1.25
Urban Population Growth Rate (%) 1.21 .. .. .. 1.21
Rural Population Density (Persons per sq .. .. .. .. 293
Urban Population Density (Persons per sq .. .. .. .. 5135
Rural Fertility Rate (Birth per women) .. 3.2 2.5 2.1 ..
Urban Fertility Rate (Birth per women) .. 2.3 2.2 2.0 ..
Sources - Census of Population and Housing, Department of Census and Statistics 
                  Demographic and Health Survey, Department of Census and Statistics 
* Based on 18 districts

Table 18 - Rural Urban Comparison: Population, Health & Employment

Item 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
Rural Under 5 Mortality Rate (per 1,000 15.66 .. 25.54 27.92 20.68 19.42 19.88 15.44 13.99 .. 11.70 11.93
Urban Under 5 Mortality Rate (per 1,000 35.21 41.30 49.03 44.85 40.60 38.80 37.19 33.74 30.32 .. 28.02 28.08
Rural Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 9.70 .. 16.05 16.23 13.64 12.50 12.32 9.88 9.11 .. 7.28 7.37
Urban Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 27.48 40.35 36.81 33.39 31.33 30.37 29.02 26.94 24.51 .. 23.80 23.70
Rural Labour Force Participation Rate(% of 
rural working age population)

.. .. .. .. 49.10 .. .. .. .. 51.6*

50.6* 49.9*
Urban Labour Force Participation Rate(% 
of urban working age population)

.. .. .. .. 45.40 .. .. .. .. 46.6*

44.7* 45.3*

Table 18 (Contd.) - Rural Urban Comparison: Population, Health & Employment

Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Rural Under 5 Mortality Rate (per 1,000 10.40 9.98 10.08 10.80 12.05 9.50 9.23 10.75 .. .. .. ..
Urban Under 5 Mortality Rate (per 1,000 24.88 25.33 24.20 25.00 25.28 20.83 19.09 18.03 .. .. .. ..
Rural Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 6.45 5.96 5.85 6.84 6.23 5.14 4.89 6.04 .. .. .. ..
Urban Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 21.18 21.79 21.09 21.57 21.22 17.57 16.56 15.72 .. .. .. ..
Rural Labour Force Participation Rate(% of 
rural working age population) 50.7* .. 48.9* .. 49.2 53.0* .. 50* 50* 51.2 50.2 49.8*

Urban Labour Force Participation Rate(% 
of urban working age population) 45.3* .. 45.9* .. 43.9 44.7* .. 44.7* 43.2* 46.7* 45.9* 43.8*

Sources -  Quarterly Labour Force Survey , Department of Census & Statistics
                 Registrar General 's Department
* All figures for 4 th Quarter 
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Table 19 - Rural Urban Comparison: Poverty, Inequality and Hunger

Item 1981 1986 1987 1990/91 1993 1995/96 2000 2002

Rural Head-count Poverty Ratio National Poverty Line (% of R/U Population) .. .. .. 29.4 .. 30.9 .. 24.7

Urban Head-count Poverty Ratio National Poverty Line (% of R/U Population) .. .. .. 16.3 .. 14 .. 7.9

Squared Poverty Gap Index .. .. .. 1.8 .. .. .. 1.6

Rural Poverty Gap Index National Poverty Line (% of Rural/Urban Population) .. .. .. 6.3 .. .. 7.2 5.6

Urban Poverty Gap Index National Poverty Line (% of Rural/Urban Population) .. .. .. 3.7 .. .. 2.9 1.7

Rural Gini Index (%) 0.38 0.43 .. 0.42 .. 0.48 .. 0.51

Urban Gini Index (%) 0.44 0.48 .. 0.62 .. 0.46 .. 0.54

Prevalence of Malnutrition among under 5 yrs of Age (3-36 months)

      Height for age .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

      Colombo metro .. .. 21.8 .. 19.7 .. 7.4 ..

      Other urban .. .. 16.3 .. 16.8 .. 8.6 ..

      Rural .. .. 26.2 .. 22.9 .. 12.8 ..

      Estate .. .. 60 .. 53.7 .. 33.8 ..

Weight for height

      Colombo metro .. .. 13.4 .. 12.2 .. 10.1 ..

      Other urban .. .. 10.2 .. 16.8 .. 6.3 ..

      Rural .. .. 13.6 .. 16.4 .. 15.9 ..

      Estate .. .. 7.1 .. 9.5 .. 11.8 ..

Weight for age

      Colombo metro .. .. 27.6 .. 31.2 .. 18.2 ..

      Other urban .. .. 26.5 .. 29.9 .. 21.3 ..

      Rural .. .. 38.7 .. 38.3 .. 30.8 ..

      Estate .. .. 52.9 .. 52.1 .. 44.1 ..

Sources -   Household Income and Expenditure Survey 1995/96,
                  Demographic  and Health Survey,
                  Poverty Indicatiors , Department of Census & Statistics
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Table 20 - Global Integration , 1981 - 2004

Item 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

Exports (% GDP) 23.90 21.66 21.13 25.12 22.21 19.77 21.11 21.53 22.36 24.10 22.24 25.49

Imports (% of GDP) 41.70 43.01 35.25 31.84 31.10 29.74 31.64 32.14 30.36 33.20 34.58 35.51

Total Trade (% of GDP) 0.66 0.65 0.56 0.57 0.53 0.50 0.53 0.54 0.53 0.57 0.57 0.61

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) (Mn $) .. .. .. .. 24.78 27.98 58.66 43.45 17.56 32.30 63.65 116.70

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) within 
the SAARC Region (% of GDP)

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Total Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) (% .. .. .. .. 0.45 0.48 0.97 0.68 0.28 0.45 0.78 1.32

Total External Debt (% of GDP) 36.77 37.24 41.00 38.69 46.83 53.94 63.26 61.64 68.51 60.87 63.00 60.86

Table20 (Contd.) - Global Integration , 1981 - 2004

Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Exports (% GDP) 27.62 27.39 29.48 29.35 30.77 30.34 28.96 32.92 29.44 28.03 27.09 27.70*

Imports (% of GDP) 36.30 38.25 36.89 36.02 37.34 36.49 34.38 38.09 33.72 35.85 35.09 38.67*

Total Trade (% of GDP) 0.64 0.66 0.66 0.65 0.68 0.67 0.63 0.71 0.63 0.64 0.62 0.66*

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) (Mn $) 188.75 158.14 19.72 86.05 128.62 136.96 176.86 173.12 81.80 180.65 171.54 216.90

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) within 
the SAARC Region (% of GDP)

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Total Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) (% 2.01 1.49 0.17 0.68 0.94 0.97 1.25 1.17 0.59 1.23 1.06 1.22

Total External Debt (% of GDP) 59.64 57.67 57.88 51.68 46.82 50.53 51.06 48.17 50.95 51.45 54.07 55.40

Sources - Statistical Abstract - Department of Census & Statistics
                 Central Bank of Sri Lanka

* Provisional
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Table 21 - Trends in Tourism and Remittances

Item 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
Inbound Tourists (Thousand) 370,742 407,230 337,530 317,734 257,456 230,106 182,620 182,662 184,732 297,888 317,703 393,669

Internal Tourism Receipt  (Rs Mn) 2,547 3,050 2,896 2,670 2,233 2,300 2,415 2,438 2,740 5,303 6,486 8,826

Labour Remittance (Million $) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 445 548

Samurdhi Subsidies (Rs. Mn) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Labour Remittance (Million $) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 444.62 548.41

Labour Remittance (Rs. Mn.) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 18,311 24,037

Table 21 (Contd.) - Trends in Tourism and Remittances

Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Inbound Tourists (Thousand) 392,250 407,511 403,101 302,265 366,165 381,063 436,440 400,414 336,794 393,171 500,642 566,202

Internal Tourism Receipt  (Rs Mn) 10,037 11,402 11,552 9,559 12,980 14,868 19,297 19,162 18,863 24,202 32,810 42,059

Labour Remittance (Million $) 634 708 790 832 923 999 1,056 1,157 1,155 1,288 1,414 1,564

Samurdhi Subsidies (Rs. Mn) .. .. 2,331 6,728 8,035 7,963 8,060 9,638 12,057 9,920 8,756 8,498

Labour Remittance (Million $) 634.03 708.05 789.89 832.33 922.95 998.87 1,056.30 1,157.30 1,154.70 1,287.70 1,414.00 1,564.30

Labour Remittance (Rs. Mn.) 30,592 34,992 40,482 46,003 54,445 64,517 74,356 87,697 103,180 123,183 136,475 158,291

Sources -  Sri Lanka Tourist Board 

                 Central Bank of Sri Lanka

                 Sri Lanka Foreign Employment Bureau

                 Ministry of Samurdhi and Poverty Allevation
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Table 22 - Institutions and Policies:  Fiscal Policy , 1981  - 2004

Item 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992
Revenue (% of GDP) 17.4 16.3 19.2 22.2 22.3 20.7 21.4 18.8 21.4 21.1 20.5 20.2
Expenditure (% of GDP) 33.0 33.8 32.6 31.1 34.0 33.0 32.5 34.5 32.6 31.0 32.3 28.2
Fiscal Deficit (% of GDP) -15.6 -17.4 -13.4 -9.0 -11.7 -12.2 -11.1 -15.7 -11.2 -9.9 -11.9 -8.0
Tax Revenue Composition (% of GDP) 16.1 14.8 16.4 19.5 18.7 17.4 17.8 16.2 18.9 19.0 18.3 18.0
Non Tax Revenue Composition (% of GDP) 1.3 1.5 2.8 2.7 3.6 3.3 3.6 2.6 2.5 2.1 2.2 2.2
Current Expenditure Composition (% of GDP) 17.2 18.5 18.1 16.0 20.1 18.9 20.1 20.8 22.6 22.3 22.5 21.1
Capital Expenditure Composition (% of GDP) 13.9 16.3 13.7 13.5 13.9 14.4 13.2 12.6 10.6 8.2 8.8 7.0
Public Health Expenditure (% of Total GDP) 1.18 1.14 1.68 1.14 1.29 1.25 1.72 1.77 1.84 1.54 1.40 1.54
Public Health Expenditure (Per Capita in $) 3.5 3.6 5.6 4.4 4.9 5.0 7.0 7.4 7.6 7.6 7.7 9.0
Total Public Expenditure on Education (% of Total GDP) 2.38 2.50 2.33 2.02 2.74 2.80 2.47 2.88 3.23 2.97 2.45 2.95
Per Capita Public Expenditure on Education (US$) 7.1 7.9 7.8 7.8 10.3 11.1 10.1 12.1 13.4 14.7 13.4 17.2

Table 22 (Contd.) -  Institutions and Policies:  Fiscal Policy, 1981 - 2004
Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Revenue (% of GDP) 19.7 19.0 20.6 19.1 18.5 17.2 17.7 16.2 16.7 16.5 15.7 15.4
Expenditure (% of GDP) 28.4 29.5 30.5 28.5 26.4 26.3 25.2 26.7 27.5 25.4 23.7 23.5
Fiscal Deficit (% of GDP) -8.7 -10.5 -10.1 -9.4 -7.9 -9.2 -7.5 -9.9 -10.8 -8.9 -8.0 -8.2
Tax Revenue Composition (% of GDP) 17.2 17.2 17.8 17.0 16.0 14.5 15.0 14.5 14.6 14.0 13.2 13.9
Non Tax Revenue Composition (% of GDP) 2.5 1.8 2.7 2.1 2.5 2.7 2.7 2.3 2.1 2.5 2.5 1.5
Current Expenditure Composition (% of GDP) 20.5 21.9 23.1 22.8 20.8 19.6 18.7 20.2 21.5 20.8 19.0 19.2
Capital Expenditure Composition (% of GDP) 8.2 7.0 7.9 6.0 5.8 6.7 6.4 6.4 5.9 4.6 4.9 4.8
Public Health Expenditure (% of Total GDP) 1.41 1.59 1.64 1.55 1.36 1.42 1.41 1.65 1.33 1.57 1.56 1.69
Public Health Expenditure (Per Capita in $) 8.7 10.9 12.3 12.3 11.6 12.5 11.2 14.8 11.2 13.7 14.8 17.4
Total Public Expenditure on Education (% of Total GDP) 2.82 3.06 2.83 2.65 2.50 2.62 2.65 2.46 2.01 2.35 2.22 2.06
Per Capita Public Expenditure on Education (US$) 17.3 21.0 21.3 21.1 21.3 23.0 21.0 22.1 16.9 20.5 21.0 21.2

Source - Central Bank of Sri Lanka
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Table 23 - Institutions and Policies: Monetary and Financial Policy /  Exchange Rate , 1981 - 2004

Item 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

Defence Expenditure (Rs Mn.) 1,051 1,227 1,772 2,482 4,614 4,351 6,001 4,732 4,593 6,736 10,317 12,876

Military Expenditure (% of GDP) 1.32 1.3 1.56 1.77 3.11 2.66 3.38 2.33 2.01 2.32 3.06 3.33

Military Expenditure (% of Govt Expenditure) 3.78 3.14 3.86 5.12 8.36 7.26 9.16 6.4 5.07 6.86 8.86 10.8

Exchange Rate (Per unit of US $) 19.25 20.81 23.53 25.44 27.16 28.02 29.44 31.8 36.05 40.06 41.37 43.83

Table 23 (Contd.) - Institutions and Policies: Monetary and Financial Policy /  Exchange Rate , 1981 - 2004

Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Defence Expenditure (Rs Mn.) 15,413 19,415 43,139 33,579 42,124 42,496 40,071 38,442 48,161 46,650 46,116 56,447

Military Expenditure (% of GDP) 3.4 3.71 7.21 4.82 5.24 4.65 4.03 3.42 3.87 3.32 2.95 3.14

Military Expenditure (% of Govt Expenditure) 10.33 11.59 20.84 15.19 17.85 15.86 14.38 11.47 12.48 11.57 6.97 8.25

Exchange Rate (Per unit of US $) 48.25 49.42 51.25 55.27 58.99 64.59 70.39 75.78 89.36 95.66 96.52 101.2

Source - Central Bank of Sri Lanka
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Table 24:  Institutions - Educational / Health , 1981 - 2004

Item 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

Primary Schools (No.) 4,673 4,623 4,621 4,585 4,240 4,238 4,377 4,412 4,489 4,140 4,326 4,185

Secondary Schools (No.) 4,848 4,921 4,914 4,954 5,394 5,479 5,314 5,311 5,374 5,488 5,553 5,599

College (No.) 21 22 22 27 27 28 .. .. .. .. .. ..

University (No.) 7 7 7 7 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8

Hospital Beds  (No.) 42,902 42,252 43,073 43,877 44,206 45,006 45,776 44,454 45,721 41,416 41,785 49,185

Physicians (Per 1,000 People) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1.04 1.03 1.07

Contraceptive Prevalence Rate (% of married women) .. 57.8 .. .. .. .. 61.7 .. .. .. .. ..

Table 24 (Contd.) :  Institutions - Educational / Health,1981 - 2004

Item 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Primary Schools (No.) 4,208 4,110 .. 4,013 4,000 3,933 3,642 3,234 3,334 3,234 3,163 ..

Secondary Schools (No.) 5,935 5,965 .. 6,103 6,120 6,155 6,415 6,592 6,557 6,592 6,627 ..

College (No.) .. .. .. 34 33 36 36 36 36 37 36 ..

University (No.) 8 9 10 12 12 12 13 13 13 13 13 13

Hospital Beds  (No.) 48,181 49,284 47,025 51,278 52,291 53,507 55,195 57,027 57,946 59,144 59,269 ..

Physicians (Per 1,000 People) 1.1 1.1 1.17 1.18 1.21 1.25 1.27 1.32 1.32 1.33 1.37 1.39

Contraceptive Prevalence Rate (% of married women) 66.1 .. .. .. .. .. .. 70.0 .. .. .. ..

Sources -  Statistical Abstract , 
                 Contraceptive Prevalance Survey,1982
                 Demographic & Health Survey, 1987,1993,2000 - Department of Census & Statistics
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