
1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1946 1953 1963 1971 1981 2001 2012(2)

Y%S ,xldj ,yq;if Sri Lanka 2,400.4   2,759.8   3,007.8   3,566.0   4,106.4   4,497.9   5,306.9   6,657.3   8,097.9   10,582.0   12,689.9   14,846.8   18,797.3(1) 20,359.4   

fld<U nfhOk;G Colombo 430.0 506.5   578.9   690.8   826.8   923.1   1,081.2   1,420.3   1,708.7   2,207.4   2,672.3   1,699.2   2,251.3   2,324.3  
.uzmy fk;g`h Gampaha 1,390.9   2,063.7   2,304.8  
lR;r fSj;Jiw Kalutara 145.7   165.0   183.6   229.9   279.5   323.7   363.8   456.6   523.6   631.5   729.5   829.7   1,066.2   1,221.9  
uykqjr fz;b Kandy 232.2   288.3   288.4   377.6   408.4   434.0   587.7   711.4   840.4   1,043.6   1,188.0   1,048.3   1,279.0   1,375.4  
ud;f,a khj;jis Matale 75.2   86.7   76.6   92.2   108.4   116.6   129.7   155.7   201.0   255.6   314.4   357.4   441.3   484.5  
kqjr t<sh Etnuypah Nuwara - Eliya 58.2   98.7   109.6   153.0   155.5   167.2   235.8   268.1   325.3   397.7   450.3   603.6   703.6   711.6  
.d,a, fhyp Galle 194.4   209.7   222.9   258.1   291.0   313.1   363.6   459.8   524.4   641.5   735.2   814.5   990.5   1,063.3  
ud;r khj;jiw Matara 143.3   151.9   177.6   203.8   227.3   238.5   283.3   351.9   413.4   514.9   586.4   643.8   761.4   814.0  
yuznkaf;dg mk;ghe;Njhl;il Hambantota 60.9   71.9   89.3   104.9   110.5   119.6   124.4   150   191.5   274.3   340.3   424.3   526.4   599.9  
hdmkh aho;g;ghzk; Jaffna 246.1   265.6   279.3   300.9   326.7   330.5   355.4   424.8   491.8   612.6   701.6   830.6   490.6(1) 583.9  
ukakdru kd;dhh; Mannar 20.3   21.3   24.5   24.9   25.6   25.6   25.1   31.5   43.7   60.1   77.8   106.2   151.6(1) 99.6  
jjqkshdj tTdpah Vavuniya 15.3   15.6   15.5   15.2   17.3   18.7   18.3   23.2   35.1   68.6   95.2   95.4   149.8(1) 172.1  
uq,;sjz Ky;iyj;jPT Mullaitivu 77.2   121.7(1) 92.2  
ls,sfkdÂÃ fpspnehr;rp Kilinochchi 127.3(1) 113.5  
uvl,mqj kl;lf;fsg;G Batticaloa 93.1   105.4   122.7   145.2   153.9   158.7   174.9   203.2   270.5   196.1   256.7   330.3   486.4(1) 526.6  
wuzmdr mk;ghiw Ampara 211.7   272.6   388.9   593.0   649.4  
;%sl=Kdu,h jpUNfhzkiy Trincomalee 19.4   22.2   25.7   28.4   29.8   34.1   37.5   75.9   83.9   138.5   188.2   255.9   340.2(1) 379.5  
l=reKE., FUdhfy; Kurunegala 207.1   215.2   230.2   249.4   306.8   354.2   397.2   485.0   626.9   852.6   1,025.6   1,211.8   1,460.2   1,618.5  
mq;a;,u Gj;jsk; Puttalam 68.1   78.2   26.7   29.8   39.7   35.6   35.1   43.1   58.8   302.5   378.4   492.5   709.7   762.4  
y,dj; rpyhgk; Chilaw 63.2   74.4   87.6   102.4   114.6   139.8   170.1   

wkqrdOmqrh mEuhjGuk; Anuradhapura 63.7   66.1   75.3   79.1   86.3   96.5   97.4   139.5   229.3   279.8   388.8   587.9   745.7   860.6  
fmdf<dkakrej nghyd;dWit Polonnaruwa 113.9   163.7   261.6   359.0   406.1  
n[q,a, gJis Badulla 129.0   165.7   159.2   186.7   216.7   233.9   303.2   372.2   466.9   521.8   615.4   641.0   780.0   815.4  
fudKrd., nkhdwhfiy Moneragala 132.2   193.0   273.6   397.4   451.1  
r;akmqrh ,uj;jpdGhp Ratnapura 92.2   105.9   108.0   133.0   166.0   203.0   263.8   343.6   421.6   546.0   661.3   797.1   1,015.8   1,088.0  
lE.,a, Nffhiy Kegalle 105.3   120.0   150.6   188.8   242.5   268.8   314.6   401.8   471.6   578.5   654.8   684.9   785.5   840.6  

j.=j 2'1# ia;%S mqreI Ndjh yd ix.Kk jrAI wkqj osia;%slal j, ck.ykh
ml;ltiz 2.1# njhifkjpg;G tUlq;fspy;> Mz; ngz; gpupTg;gbAk; khtl;lg;gbAk; rdj;njhif

Table 2.1: Population by sex and district, census years
^oyia   Mapuq;fspy; Thousands&

osia;%slalh khtl;lk; District
ia;%S  mqreI fomCIhu    ,UghyhUk;  Both sexes



2'1 fjks j.=j ^iuznkaOhs&ml;ltiz 2.1 (njhlh;r;rp)Table 2.1  (Contd.)

1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1946 1953 1963 1971 1981 2001 2012(2)

Y%S ,xldj ,yq;if Sri Lanka 1,280.1   1,469.6   1,593.4   1,896.2   2,175.0   2,381.1   2,811.0   3,532.2   4,268.7   5,498.6   6,531.4   7,568.3   9,359.1(1) 9,856.6   

fld<U nfhOk;G Colombo 225.2   267.4   304.8   369.6   446.8   499.2   .. 779.8   924.5   1,171.2   1,400.5   894.5   1,151.4   1,140.5  

.uzmy fk;g`h Gampaha 703.0   1,007.7   1,116.9  

lR;r fSj;Jiw Kalutara 73.8   84.0   93.6   119.8   145.2   167.8   .. 234.6   268.1   319.9   367.5   413.3   527.3   591.3  

uykqjr fz;b Kandy 134.0   162.3   157.6   204.3   216.7   229.0   .. 377.0   437.8   539.0   605.3   519.4   624.0   655.8  

ud;f,a khj;jis Matale 43.0   48.5   41.4   50.1   58.5   62.6   .. 83.2   107.7   132.7   162.3   181.8   220.1   233.7  

kqjr t<sh Etnuypah Nuwara - Eliya 35.1   58.1   63.7   84.8   83.3   87.9   .. 140.6   170.2   205.0   229.6   304.1   350.0   340.3  

.d,a, fhyp Galle 99.2   105.8   111.0   129.9   144.9   154.7   .. 227.1   257.7   315.8   363.3   396.8   481.8   509.9  

ud;r khj;jiw Matara 73.6   77.5   91.1   104.0   114.9   119.9   .. 175.8   208.4   255.5   289.5   312.2   369.2   389.9  

yuznkaf;dg mk;ghe;Njhl;il Hambantota 31.9   37.6   46.5   54.8   57.1   63.0   .. 79.9   100.0   141.2   174.9   216.8   263.2   294.7  

hdmkh aho;g;ghzk; Jaffna 122.5   131.5   137.6   149.2   159.7   161.6   .. 212.2   246.4   307.9   349.9   412.7   242.7(1) 274.2  

ukakdru kd;dhh; Mannar 10.6   11.3   14.1   14.1   14.8   14.8   .. 18.8   25.9   32.9   41.8   56.7   75.0(1) 50.1  

jjqkshdj tTdpah Vavuniya 8.6   8.3   8.7   8.4   9.8   10.8   .. 13.4   20.3   39.2   52.7   50.8   75.3(1) 84.7  

uq,;sjz Ky;iyj;jPT Mullaitivu 42.6   60.2(1) 46.0  

ls,sfkdÂÃ fpspnehr;rp Kilinochchi 63.0(1) 55.8  

uvl,mqj kl;lf;fsg;G Batticaloa 48.3   54.6   63.1   74.8   78.4   79.2   .. 102.3   144.2   101.6   132.9   167.6   240.3(1) 250.7  

wuzmdr mk;ghiw Ampara 115.1   142.8   203.6   299.0   314.4  

;%sl=Kdu,h jpUNfhzkiy Trincomalee 10.4   12.0   14.2   15.7   16.0   18.6   .. 50.6   49.6   78.2   102.3   137.4   177.0(1) 187.5  

l=reKE., FUdhfy; Kurunegala 110.8   115.0   124.7   137.6   169.2   198.1   .. 260.0   334.7   442.3   526.1   612.8   723.2   777.2  

mq;a;,u Gj;jsk; Puttalam 37.6   43.0   15.3   17.1   23.1   21.4   .. 25.0   33.0   157.1   194.7   250.6   352.5   369.0  

y,dj; rpyhgk; Chilaw 34.7   41.1   48.1   56.3   .. 74.2   90.0   

wkqrdOmqrh mEuhjGuk; Anuradhapura 34.2   35.6   41.3   43.3   47.6   54.9   .. 82.4   131.9   152.2   208.2   314.3   380.5   420.1  

fmdf<dkakrej nghyd;dWit Polonnaruwa 65.8   90.9   148.4   187.8   200.8  

n[q,a, gJis Badulla 269.7   314.5   325.6   387.6   391.9  

fudKrd., nkhdwhfiy Moneragala 71.9   92.6   88.1   100.9   115.6   124.2   .. 196.2   246.8   71.0   103.3   149.9   202.8   224.2  

r;akmqrh ,uj;jpdGhp Ratnapura 51.8   59.4   59.6   73.6   93.5   112.0   .. 186.1   225.3   286.8   344.7   413.2   512.9   536.4  

lE.,a, Nffhiy Kegalle 57.5   64.7   82.1   103.2   132.0   145.2   .. 213.1   246.5   298.1   333.5   340.1   384.6   400.8  

osia;%slalh khtl;lk; District
mqreI     Mz;   Male



2'1 fjks j.=j ^iuznkaOhs&ml;ltiz 2.1(njhlh;r;rp)Table 2.1  (Contd.)

1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1946 1953 1963 1971 1981 2001 2012(2)

Y%S ,xldj ,yq;if Sri Lanka 1,120.3   1,290.2   1,414.4   1,669.8   1,931.3   2,116.7   2,495.4   3,125.1   3,829.2   5,083.4   6,158.5   7,278.5   9,438.1(1) 10,502.8   

fld<U nfhOk;G Colombo 204.8   239.1   274.1   321.2   380.1   424.0   .. 640.5   784.3   1,036.2   1,271.7   804.7   1,099.9   1,183.9  
.uzmy fk;g`h Gampaha 687.9   1,056.0   1,187.9  
lR;r fSj;Jiw Kalutara 71.9   81.1   90.0   110.1   134.3   155.9   .. 221.9   255.4   311.6   362.0   416.4   539.0   630.7  
uykqjr fz;b Kandy 98.1   126.1   130.8   173.3   191.8   205.0   .. 334.5   402.6   504.6   582.6   528.9   655.1   719.6  
ud;f,a khj;jis Matale 32.2   38.2   35.2   42.1   49.9   53.9   .. 72.5   93.4   122.9   152.6   175.5   221.3   250.9  
kqjr t<sh Etnuypah Nuwara - Eliya 23.1   40.5   45.9   68.2   72.1   79.2   .. 127.5   155.0   192.7   220.7   299.5   353.6   371.3  
.d,a, fhyp Galle 95.1   103.9   111.9   128.2   146.1   158.4   .. 232.7   266.7   325.7   371.8   417.8   508.6   553.4  
ud;r khj;jiw Matara 69.7   74.4   86.5   99.7   112.4   118.9   .. 176.1   205.0   259.4   296.9   381.6   392.1   424.1  
yuznkaf;dg mk;ghe;Njhl;il Hambantota 29.0   34.4   42.8   50.0   53.4   56.6   .. 69.8   91.5   133.1   165.3   207.5   263.2   305.2  
hdmkh aho;g;ghzk; Jaffna 123.6   134.1   141.7   151.7   167.0   169.0   .. 212.6   245.5   304.7   351.7   417.9   247.9(1) 309.7  
ukakdru kd;dhh; Mannar 9.7   10.0 10.4   10.8   10.8   10.7   .. 12.8   17.8   27.2   35.9   49.5   76.6(1) 49.5  
jjqkshdj tTdpah Vavuniya 6.7   6.8   6.8   6.7   7.5   7.9   .. 9.8   14.8   29.4   42.5   44.6   74.6(1) 87.4  
uq,;sjz Ky;iyj;jPT Mullaitivu 34.6   61.5(1) 46.2  
ls,sfkdÂÃ fpspnehr;rp Kilinochchi 64.3(1) 57.7  
uvl,mqj kl;lf;fsg;G Batticaloa 44.8   50.8   59.6   70.3   75.6   79.5   .. 100.9   126.3   94.5   123.9   162.7   246.1(1) 275.9  
wuzmdr mk;ghiw Ampara 96.6   129.8   185.3   294.0   335.1  
;%sl=Kdu,h jpUNfhzkiy Trincomalee 9.0   10.2   11.5   12.8   13.8   15.5   .. 25.3   34.3   60.3   85.9   118.6   163.2(1) 192.1  
l=reKE., FUdhfy; Kurunegala 97.1   100.1   105.5   111.9   137.6   156.1   .. 225.0   291.7   410.3   499.5   599.0   737.0   841.3  
mq;a;,u Gj;jsk; Puttalam 30.5   35.1   11.3   12.7   16.5   14.2   .. 18.1   25.8   145.4   183.7   241.9   357.2   393.4  
y,dj; rpyhgk; Chilaw 28.6   33.4   39.6   46.0   .. 65.6   80.1   
wkqrdOmqrh mEuhjGuk; Anuradhapura 29.5   30.6   34.0   35.8   38.7   41.0   .. 57.2   97.4   127.6   180.5   273.7   365.2   440.5  
fmdf<dkakrej nghyd;dWit Polonnaruwa 48.1   72.8   113.2   171.2   205.3  
n[q,a, gJis Badulla 57.0 73.1   71.1   85.7   101.1   106.6   .. 176.0   220.1   252.1   300.9   315.4   392.4   423.5  
fudKrd., nkhdwhfiy Moneragala 61.2   89.7   123.7   194.6   226.9  
r;akmqrh ,uj;jpdGhp Ratnapura 40.4   46.5   48.4   59.4   72.5   91.0   .. 157.6   196.3   259.2   316.6   383.9   502.9   551.6  
lE.,a, Nffhiy Kegalle 47.8   55.3   68.5   85.6   110.6   123.6   .. 188.7   225.1   280.4   321.2   344.8   400.9   439.8  
igyk   Fwpg;G  Note : uQ,dY%h \  ckf,aLk yd ixLHdf,aLk fomdrA;fuzka;=j

1978 iema;e£nÙ ui we;sl, jHjia:dms; ixfYdaOkh wkqj .£my iy uq,;sÅ osia;%slal wR;ska we;slrk ,oS' Mjhuk;-njhifkjpg;G Gs;sptpguj; jpizf;fsk;

1984 fmnrjdÚ udifhaoS ls,sfkdÅÆ osia;%slalh wR;ska we;s lrk ,oS' Source - Department of Census and Statistics
1978nrg;lk;ghpy; fk;g`h> Ky;iyj;jPT khtl;lq;fs; mikf;fg;gl;ld.

1984ngg;uthpapy; fpspnehr;rp khtl;lk; mikf;fg;gl;lJ.

Gampaha and Mullaitivu districts were carved out in September 1978. Kilinochchi district was carved out in  February  1984.
ixLHd m<uq oYuia:dkhg jghd we;s neÆka uqR tl;=jg iudk Æh fkdyel'

Kjyhk; jrkj;jpw;F kl;Lg;gLj;jpaikahy; nkhj;jk; xj;Jg;Nghfhky; ,Uf;fyhk;.

Total may not tally due to rounding off figures are first decimal place.
(1)  weia;fuzka;=      kjpg;gPL nra;ag;gl;lJ     Estimates
(2) ck yd ksjdi ix.Kkh" 2012  wjika  jdrA;d weiqfrks
(2)Fbrd> tPl;Ltrjpj; njhifkjpg;G 2012 Muk;g mwpf;if (jw;fhypfkhdJ)

(2) Census of Population and housing , 2012 Final  Report

osia;%slalh khtl;lk; District ia;%S      ngz;    Female
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