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Table 2.14: Population by religion and district, Census 1981, 2001, 2012

(0o awietsoms Number)

1981
SISt [chLYea] Blg, @ICd® DeICD BeIBnS cOm
2dgTms LomeuL’ Lo District [N EX-5n QueaHSiT BbsiSHa petdadih EX RS CUEES Spied@eui gever@uit
Total Buddhist Hindus Muslims Catholics Christians Others

& oD @mﬁlm& Sri Lanka 14,846,750 10,288,328 2,297,806 1,121,715 1,023,713 106,854 8,334
eE® [ES I Colombo 1,699,241 1,196,964 130,215 168,863 159,947 40,598 2,654
[SESE) SlouamT Gampaha 1,390,862 989,212 26,750 48,117 313,352 12,563 868
DS SESTOD Kalutara 829,704 699,613 37,035 62,659 27,697 2,424 276
QHPOS S Kandy 1,048,317 771,435 132,943 115,941 20,067 7,498 433
el LnSHSener Matale 357,354 281,004 41,352 26,265 7,443 1,202 88
203 Ogs Beseresur Nuwara - Eliya 603,577 251,247 303,571 14,902 28,382 5,312 163
omde S1ed Galle 814,531 767,661 15,086 26,301 3,586 1,452 445
DS LTSHSED Matara 643,786 608,714 15,356 16,670 2,026 818 202
VO SOUTHEHL L Hambantota 424,344 411,919 2,174 9,408 542 174 127
IS wTpl L eTa Jaffna 830,552 5,104 705,705 14,844 95,613 9,153 133
o] LoesTeoTTT Mannar 106,235 3,363 28,885 29,161 43,633 1,056 137
[B355A1) aIejefur Vavuniya 95,428 15,754 65,574 6,740 6,493 845 22
SCHO (pereeuSBal Mullaitivu 77,189 1,060 60,117 3,789 11,735 476 12
RG] L Seeriy Batticaloa 330,333 9,127 218,812 78,810 19,704 3,795 85
&S Sfourenn Ampara 388,970 145,687 72,809 162,140 5,643 2,387 304
FRDENSEE FHmEETeTILE0 Trincomalee 255,948 82,602 80,843 76,404 14,303 1,280 516
DHFUDC SIS0 Kurunegala 1,211,801 1,092,128 15,133 64,112 36,340 3,641 447
EoCe) BEEE) Puttalam 492,533 236,241 18,997 50,351 184,555 2,082 307
[ RISl @I EITSUID Anuradhapura 587,929 530,008 6,843 42,999 6,949 939 191
©S@THIND OUTEETITTTIEE Polonnaruwa 261,563 235,758 4,781 17,090 3,471 351 112
25EC ugienat Badulla 640,952 440,755 156,037 29,317 11,529 3,081 233
eFHANDE OLTRIDTHEEO Moneragala 273,570 253,576 12,778 5,584 1,224 314 94
SomEdes BBt Ratnapura 797,087 675,785 92,156 15,576 11,107 2,188 275
ISOele [€EES o Kegalle 684,944 583,611 53,854 35,672 8,372 3,225 210
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2001
OO 9D Bolg {3G® DeIGn BIBHS O
2dgImes Lonar’ Lth District QuNSHin QuUaISST BbFSsar @adedin XN Al SPedga gener@uit

Total Buddhist Hindus Muslims Catholics Christians Others

& Gowd Seotios Sri Lanka 18,797,257 .. .. .. .. .. ..
D Gy Colombo 2,251,274 1,578,248 194,743 241,944 181,920 51,334 3,085
(eSS SluaT Gampaha 2,063,684 1,479,955 42,356 93,496 418,286 28,361 1,230
DS SEHSBIOD Kalutara 1,066,239 883,968 34,678 105,957 36,176 5,038 422
SHPOS Eooiy Kandy 1,279,028 937,001 134,438 173,590 23,232 10,330 437
e LTSHHenar Matale 441,328 348,762 42,433 39,980 8,400 1,703 50
903 OES B asur Nuwara - Eliya 703,610 279,139 359,135 19,099 35,008 10,741 488
ode Smed Galle 990,487 932,331 14,934 35,100 4,568 3,378 176
S LTSHHD Matara 761,370 716,710 17,339 22,481 2,703 2,001 136
e SILMHEHIL L Hambantota 526,414 509,987 1,369 13,076 924 949 109

s Lt e Jaffna 490,621 .. . .. . .. .

osimce e Mannar 151,577% .- .- .- .- .- .-

0GHNO aueyefur Vavuniya 149,835 .. .. .. .. .. ..

9e50 aeeodsal Mullaitivu 121,667 .. .. .. .. .. ..

SCemmED EehOmnSS Kilinochchi 127,263% .. .. .. .. .. ..

COBEED 1oL L dbepemiy Batticaloa 486,447 .. .. .. .. .. ..
[eSiet SihUTenD Ampara 592,997 235,652 100,213 245,179 7,816 3,969 168

Senecs S BEEIHIDE) Trincomalee 340,158 .. .. .. .. .. ..
DSFNOC SMHIMHE Kurunegala 1,460,215 1,300,539 13,303 98,223 40,680 6,960 510
SPDCEO U senn Puttalam 709,677 308,273 29,482 134,643 229,966 6,830 483
PN S HIITSHUID Anuradhapura 745,693 670,963 3,459 62,797 6,266 2,073 135
©SeTHND EUTEITIDIEE Polonnaruwa 358,984 320,489 6,592 27,225 3,883 691 104
2ede Ugienen Badulla 779,983 561,510 158,473 41,347 13,236 5,242 175
e@)FNOE DI Eolish =0 Moneragala 397,375 375,252 11,623 8,183 1,583 681 53
S BrsFerd Ratnapura 1,015,807 880,151 96,738 21,901 11,728 4,924 365
MOEE [EENEoTN) Kegalle 785,524 667,618 51,662 51,675 9,365 4,977 227
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2012?
[SIaTo) 9D Bolg 2e3c0® DenICD FISHnS O]
2dgTns LomeuL’ Lo District [N EX-5n QueaHSiT [T petdadih EX RS CUEES Spied@eui gever@uit
Total Buddhist Hindus Islam Catholics Christians Others

& GO @mrﬂ:@&. Sri Lanka 20,359,439 14,272,056 2,561,299 1,967,523 1,261,194 290,967 6,400
D Gy Colombo 2,324,349 1,632,225 186,454 274,087 162,314 66,994 2,275
[ESS) SluamT Gampaha 2,304,833 1,642,767 52,973 112,746 449,398 46,080 869
DS SEHSBIOD Kalutara 1,221,948 1,018,909 39,541 114,556 39,774 8,956 212
SHPOS oo Kandy 1,375,382 1,009,220 133,744 197,076 22,379 12,798 165
@ed LTSSt Matale 484,531 385,151 43,432 45,682 7,899 2,342 25
203 Og Bleuereswn Nuwara - Eliya 711,644 278,254 363,163 21,116 33,476 15,508 127
e Sned Galle 1,063,334 998,647 15,584 39,267 4,415 5,315 106
DS LTSHSHED Matara 814,048 766,323 16,421 25,614 2,432 3,208 50
HVPeNO SIOLMHGHIL L Hambantota 599,903 580,344 1,222 15,204 1,139 1,692 302
[SHSISN) (Rt R oot Jaffna 583,882 2,168 483,255 2,363 75,474 20,511 111
QNSO Laedreoit Mannar 99,570 1,809 24,027 16,512 52,415 4,790 17
DR aueyefur Vavuniya 172,115 16,853 119,401 11,972 15,305 8,498 86
YD (pevemeuSHa] Mullaitivu 92,238 8,185 69,377 1,880 9,063 3,664 69
SCenOD ShOBIES Kilinochchi 113,510 1,275 92,986 700 12,063 6,436 50
VLDEEO ol L Saserly Batticaloa 526,567 6,281 338,882 134,065 24,454 22,833 52
g0 SihUTenD Ampara 649,402 251,427 102,829 281,987 7,588 5,541 30
D FNOEE HHESHTEIILEED Trincomalee 379,541 99,344 98,442 159,418 14,493 7,774 70
DSEFNOC SOMIMHE Kurunegala 1,618,465 1,431,632 14,721 118,305 43,711 9,926 170
[Eooe) USSen Puttalam 762,396 329,705 28,811 150,404 240,221 12,093 1,162
FPAGEIS SIEITSHUID Anuradhapura 860,575 775,366 3,231 71,493 6,747 3,660 78
SISO GUTESTITIDIE Polonnaruwa 406,088 364,229 6,886 30,465 3,192 1,276 40
2eCE Ugenen Badulla 815,405 591,799 157,608 47,192 12,020 6,615 171
@)FNOE OLTEIDTHEED Moneragala 451,058 426,762 11,997 9,809 1,601 859 30
S Byt Ratnapura 1,088,007 943,464 101,962 24,446 10,844 7,212 79
MNOCEE BaaMa60 Kegalle 840,648 709,917 54,350 61,164 8,777 6,386 54

(1) qiedmedsn wzallh esbulul g Estimates

oo @iy Note :

2001 &esed GIOBTIO 5o ) BOIKS com oK B TEFD 18 c5ceN SOHD O D LS FD.
18 Lrneul' L hisafed LTSS Glesear, all () usssd OsIomsndly—2001 G DD AWSNS BLISSIIL L Sl

Data are given only for 18 districts where the Census of Population and Housing 2001 was carried out completely.
(2) &> ) B ceoFms , 2012 oD NDEM gigedsS.

(2) mesar, il (heusss OsTasLAUY 2012 SHILL SPHmS (HHSHTEISHLOTRIS)

(2) Census of Population and housing , 2012 Final Report
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Source - Department of Census and Statistics
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