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Table 2.1: Population by sex and district, census years

(coed quintimefsd Thousands)

IF gdis ecoren® @ounengly Both sexes

2dgImes oneiL (b District

1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1946 1953 1963 1971 1981 2001 2012@
& GomId Betios Sri Lanka 2,4004 2,759.8 3,007.8 35660 4,106.4 4,497.9 53069 6,657.3 8,097.9 10,5820 12,689.9 14,846.8 18,797.3% 20,359.4
eEd QoY Colombo 430.0 506.5 578.9 690.8 826.8 9231 1,081.2 14203 17087  2207.4 26723 16992 272513 23243
©dse Slhuamm Gampaha 1,390.9  2,063.7 23048
D53 SEHSTIOD Kalutara 145.7 165.0 183.6 229.9 279.5 323.7 363.8 456.6 523.6 631.5 729.5 829.7  1,066.2 1.221.9
QnOS Sarig Kandy 232.2 288.3 288.4 377.6 408.4 434.0 587.7 711.4 8404  1,0436 1,880 10483 1,279.0 1,375.4
omed e Matale 75.2 86.7 76.6 92.2 108.4 116.6 129.7 155.7 201.0 255.6 314.4 357.4 441.3 4845
203 Sgs pleunesun Nuwara - Eliya 58.2 98.7 109.6 153.0 155.5 167.2 235.8 268.1 325.3 397.7 450.3 603.6 703.6 711.6
»de &ned Galle 194.4 209.7 222.9 258.1 291.0 313.1 363.6 459.8 524.4 641.5 735.2 814.5 990.5 1,063.3
S WSS Matara 143.3 151.9 177.6 203.8 227.3 238.5 283.3 351.9 413.4 514.9 586.4 643.8 761.4 814.0
OVRTeNO elunB@sT L. Hambantota 60.9 71.9 89.3 104.9 110.5 119.6 124.4 150 1915 274.3 340.3 424.3 526.4 599.9
DSBS wpl Lerth Jaffna 246.1 265.6 279.3 300.9 326.7 330.5 355.4 424.8 491.8 612.6 701.6 830.6 490.6" 583.9
eInse lnereommit Mannar 20.3 21.3 245 24.9 25.6 25.6 25.1 315 43.7 60.1 77.8 106.2 151.6% 99.6
2YBNO auajefum Vavuniya 15.3 15.6 15.5 15.2 17.3 18.7 18.3 23.2 35.1 68.6 95.2 95.4 149.8W 172.1
9e5D LS Be] Mullaitivu 77.2 121.7® 92.2
$Cen0d SefOBrES Kilinochchi 12739 1135
QODETO oL Sy Batticaloa 93.1 105.4 122.7 145.2 153.9 158.7 174.9 203.2 270.5 196.1 256.7 330.3 486.4" 526.6
& ] enbuTeD Ampara ]— 2117 272.6 388.9 593.0 649.4
FDFNOES Foeaneminae  Trincomalee 19.4 222 25.7 28.4 29.8 34.1 375 75.9 83.9 138.5 188.2 255.9 340.2W 3795
DSFROC Gltonty Kurunegala 207.1 215.2 230.2 249.4 306.8 354.2 397.2 485.0 626.9 852.6  1,0256  1,211.8  1,460.2 1,618.5
STOEO ]— USHSeD ] Puttalam ] 68.1 78.2 26.7 29.8 39.7 35.6 35.1 43.1 58.8 302.5 378.4 4925 709.7 762.4
D10 FeonLid Chilaw 63.2 74.4 87.6 102.4 114.6 139.8 170.1
FRHRgSw <SIBIITSHLTD ] Anuradhapura 63.7 66.1 75.3 79.1 86.3 96.5 97.4 139.5 229.3 279.8 388.8 587.9 745.7 860.6
@aa@@d@é@] Ouresierpierald  Polonnaruwa ] 113.9 163.7 261.6 359.0 406.1
2eCE ] Lgjeer Badulla 129.0 165.7 159.2 186.7 216.7 233.9 303.2 372.2 466.9 521.8 615.4 641.0 780.0 815.4
eQFHANOE GIOTEIDITSHEE Moneragala ]— 132.2 193.0 273.6 397.4 451.1
S¥mzdes [SheE Lol Ratnapura 92.2 105.9 108.0 133.0 166.0 203.0 263.8 343.6 421.6 546.0 661.3 7971  1,015.8 1,088.0
MOCC Gaamamen Kegalle 105.3 120.0 150.6 188.8 2425 268.8 314.6 401.8 471.6 578.5 654.8 684.9 785.5 840.6
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2dSTws wren’L L District goe e Male

1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1946 1953 1963 1971 1981 2001 2012@
& oD Btz Sri Lanka 1,280.1 1,469.6 15934 1,896.2 2,175.0 2,381.1 2,811.0 3,532.2  4,268.7 5,498.6 6,531.4 7,568.3  9,359.1%Y  9,856.6
eME® Gy Colombo 225.2 267.4 304.8 369.6 446.8 499.2 779.8 9245  1,171.2  1,400.5 8945 1,151.4 1,140.5
e slhuamm Gampaha 703.0 1,007.7 1,116.9
DI SHELSTIOD Kalutara 73.8 84.0 93.6 119.8 145.2 167.8 234.6 268.1 319.9 367.5 4133 527.3 591.3
QDS SHeTIp. Kandy 134.0 162.3 157.6 204.3 216.7 229.0 377.0 437.8 539.0 605.3 519.4 624.0 655.8
med LOTS S e Matale 43.0 485 41.4 50.1 58.5 62.6 83.2 107.7 132.7 162.3 181.8 220.1 233.7
203 Sgs Deseesur Nuwara - Eliya 35.1 58.1 63.7 84.8 83.3 87.9 140.6 170.2 205.0 229.6 304.1 350.0 340.3
onde Hned Galle 99.2 105.8 111.0 129.9 144.9 154.7 227.1 257.7 315.8 363.3 396.8 481.8 509.9
@S LTS SED Matara 73.6 775 91.1 104.0 114.9 119.9 175.8 208.4 255.5 289.5 312.2 369.2 389.9
HaIemmO elLMH@SM &L Hambantota 31.9 37.6 46.5 54.8 57.1 63.0 79.9 100.0 141.2 174.9 216.8 263.2 294.7
DEDG wpliunea Jaffna 1225 1315 137.6 149.2 159.7 161.6 212.2 246.4 307.9 349.9 412.7 242,79 274.2
QSO LogtreiT Mannar 10.6 11.3 14.1 14.1 14.8 14.8 18.8 25.9 32.9 41.8 56.7 75.00 50.1
RRISENS) aueyefum Vavuniya 8.6 8.3 8.7 8.4 9.8 10.8 13.4 20.3 39.2 52.7 50.8 75.30 84.7
930 (PeomeuSHBa] Mullaitivu 42.6 60.2%) 46.0
BCemOD HefOBIEF Kilinochchi 63.00 55.8
©ODEZD oL L Saeii Batticaloa 483 54.6 63.1 74.8 78.4 79.2 102.3 144.2 101.6 132.9 167.6 240.3% 250.7
=38 elLTED ]— Ampara :I- 115.1 142.8 203.6 299.0 314.4
FENOED FmGanamnames  Trincomalee 10.4 12.0 14.2 15.7 16.0 18.6 50.6 49.6 78.2 102.3 137.4 177.0% 187.5
DSFHDC BHOMSHBE0 Kurunegala 110.8 115.0 124.7 137.6 169.2 198.1 260.0 334.7 4423 526.1 612.8 723.2 777.2
SIDCO USsenn :l’ Puttalam 37.6 43.0 15.3 17.1 231 21.4 25.0 33.0 157.1 194.7 250.6 352.5 369.0
DEIOD I FeomLin Chilaw :I— 34.7 411 48.1 56.3 74.2 90.0
FHAGSS SIEITSUID Anuradhapura 34.2 35.6 413 433 476 54.9 82.4 131.9 152.2 208.2 314.3 380.5 420.1
SISO :I_G)mee&rmgmm Polonnaruwa ]- 65.8 90.9 148.4 187.8 200.8
2ECC Lglenen Badulla 269.7 3145 325.6 387.6 391.9
eNFHANDE ]- OLNEIDTHENE0 Moneragala ]_ 71.9 92.6 88.1 100.9 115.6 124.2 196.2 246.8 71.0 103.3 149.9 202.8 224.2
S¥mgdes BrsHet Ratnapura 51.8 59.4 59.6 73.6 93.5 112.0 186.1 2253 286.8 344.7 413.2 512.9 536.4
odE Gasnamen Kegalle 57.5 64.7 82.1 103.2 132.0 145.2 213.1 246.5 298.1 3335 340.1 384.6 400.8
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. o d8 ouesr Female

{igalma e District 1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1946 1953 1963 1971 1981 2001 2012?
& God Beotiama Sri Lanka 1,120.3  1,290.2 14144 1,669.8 1,931.3 21167 24954 3,251 3,829.2 50834 61585 7,2785 94381% 10,502.8
eE® sy Colombo 204.8 239.1 274.1 321.2 380.1 424.0 640.5 7843  1,036.2  1,271.7 804.7  1,099.9 1,183.9
[S) SluaT Gampaha 687.9  1,056.0 1,187.9
DS SHESTIOD Kalutara 71.9 81.1 90.0 110.1 1343 155.9 221.9 255.4 311.6 362.0 416.4 539.0 630.7
QS Sy Kandy 98.1 126.1 130.8 173.3 191.8 205.0 3345 402.6 504.6 582.6 528.9 655.1 719.6
med LOTS S e Matale 322 38.2 35.2 421 49.9 53.9 725 93.4 122.9 152.6 175.5 221.3 250.9
23S & Hieueyesun Nuwara - Eliya 23.1 40.5 45.9 68.2 72.1 79.2 127.5 155.0 192.7 220.7 299.5 353.6 371.3
ode sned Galle 95.1 103.9 111.9 128.2 146.1 158.4 232.7 266.7 325.7 371.8 417.8 508.6 553.4
93 LTSS Matara 69.7 74.4 86.5 99.7 112.4 118.9 176.1 205.0 259.4 296.9 381.6 392.1 424.1
e enLMH@SM L. Hambantota 29.0 34.4 42.8 50.0 53.4 56.6 69.8 91.5 133.1 165.3 207.5 263.2 305.2
DSOS wgpliLmern Jaffna 123.6 134.1 141.7 151.7 167.0 169.0 212.6 2455 304.7 351.7 417.9 247.9Y 309.7
QIS LogiremiT Mannar 9.7 10.0 10.4 10.8 10.8 10.7 12.8 17.8 27.2 35.9 495 76.60 49.5
Bl 9) auajefm Vavuniya 6.7 6.8 6.8 6.7 75 7.9 9.8 14.8 29.4 425 44.6 74.6Y 87.4
QeSO (PeOeOSBa] Mullaitivu 34.6 61.5% 46.2
BCenDD SfepnES Kilinochchi 64.30 57.7
QOHEZO Lo L Saeii Batticaloa :I— 44.8 50.8 59.6 70.3 75.6 79.5 100.9 126.3 94.5 123.9 162.7 246.1% 275.9
(o)) ]— lLTenD ]- Ampara 96.6 129.8 185.3 294.0 335.1
BDFNOEE FmGanamnames  Trincomalee 9.0 10.2 11.5 12.8 13.8 15.5 25.3 34.3 60.3 85.9 118.6 163.20 192.1
DS FHOC [Slokanety Kurunegala 97.1 100.1 105.5 111.9 137.6 156.1 225.0 291.7 410.3 499.5 599.0 737.0 841.3
SIDE Udgan Puttalam ]’ 30.5 35.1 11.3 12.7 16.5 14.2 18.1 25.8 145.4 183.7 241.9 357.2 393.4
HEIOD ]- &FeorLid ]— Chilaw 28.6 33.4 39.6 46.0 65.6 80.1

FRHESS SIEITSUID ]- Anuradhapura]' 29.5 30.6 34.0 35.8 38.7 41.0 57.2 97.4 127.6 180.5 273.7 365.2 440.5
eee)nc® J  Ounesaipeal 4 Polonnaruwa 48.1 72.8 113.2 171.2 205.3
2eCe Uglenen Badulla ]- 57.0 731 711 85.7 101.1 106.6 176.0 220.1 252.1 300.9 315.4 392.4 4235
FHNOE :l— OGP0 Moneragala 61.2 89.7 123.7 194.6 226.9
SmEde SrsHet Ratnapura 40.4 46.5 48.4 59.4 725 91.0 157.6 196.3 259.2 316.6 383.9 502.9 551.6
MOEC BHHMEmED Kegalle 47.8 55.3 68.5 85.6 110.6 123.6 188.7 225.1 280.4 321.2 344.8 400.9 439.8

oo @ity Note :

1978 eI @A @ grBHE DsOENED tre@IADS ¢HO OB 3 YEHD TWEFT® OB HBHSD 2.
1984 euaddnd @xsed BEemND8 ELIFms ¢OBD D B GE.

19780 ibLifed SOUADT, (POmeESHBe] LTaL L RS @SSl L&l

19840 uiarfued SFOBISFS LTal LD eSS L F).

Gampaha and Mullaitivu districts were carved out in September 1978. Kilinochchi district was carved out in February 1984.
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Total may not tally due to rounding off figures are first decimal place.

(1) @cdned Estimates
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(2) Census of Population and housing , 2012 Final Report
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