
1891 1901 1911 1921 1946 1953 1963 1971 1981 2001 2012 

Y%S ,xldj ,yq;if Sri Lanka 2,686.3   3,151.9   3,563.4   3,860.0   5,634.3   6,858.7   8,565.8   9,841.8   11,654.3   .. 16,655.0  

fld<U nfhOk;G Colombo 433.1   486.0   534.7   569.9   841.8   999.3   1,183.6   1,196.1   435.0   836.5   521.4              
.uzmy fk;g`h Gampaha 1,002.5   1,714.6   1,944.6           
lR;r fSj;Jiw Kalutara 172.7   214.5   258.1   294.4   406.0   465.5   505.0   570.0   651.6   953.1   1,112.9           
uykqjr fz;b Kandy 265.0   342.4   364.4   387.1   635.6   749.9   924.4   1,040.6   903.2   1,123.0   1,204.8           
ud;f,a khj;jis Matale 72.3   87.3   102.6   108.7   141.7   183.8   226.3   277.3   319.2   405.3   424.3              
kqjr t<sh Etnuypah Nuwara - Eliya 106.9   148.1   148.1   159.6   257.3   307.4   373.2   422.7   566.3   660.5   671.5              
.d,a, fhyp Galle 189.3   221.0   249.1   270.7   400.9   458.0   511.5   580.2   648.2   852.7   929.9              
ud;r khj;jiw Matara 169.0   184.3   204.8   212.5   317.2   373.0   454.5   520.3   572.6   663.4   717.5              
yuznkaf;dg mk;ghe;Njhl;il Hambantota 86.8   99.7   103.9   111.9   138.8   180.4   252.1   307.0   382.9   504.8   568.2              
hdmkh aho;g;ghzk; Jaffna 236.1   267.0   286.3   288.1   362.2   414.7   461.8   467.7   560.0   .. 466.3              
ukakdru kd;dhh; Mannar 24.5   24.9   25.6   25.5   31.6   43.7   51.1   66.7   92.3   151.6(1) 75.2                
jjqkshdj tTdpah Vavuniya 15.5   15.1   17.3   18.7   23.2   35.2   57.4   74.6   76.9   96.7(1) 137.3              
uq,;sjz Ky;iyj;jPT Mullaitivu 70.0   121.7(1) 92.2                
ls,sfkdÂÃ fpspnehr;rp Kilinochchi 127.3(1) 113.5              
uvl,mqj kl;lf;fsg;G Batticaloa 115.5   135.2   143.2   148.2   190.1   253.0   146.9   187.2   250.9   371.0(1) 375.3              
wuzmdr mk;ghiw Ampara 183.1   240.0   335.7   480.5   496.1              
;%sl=Kdu,h jpUNfhzkiy Trincomalee 14.2   17.2   20.9   24.7   43.4   57.6   103.7   116.0   173.2   .. 294.4              
l=reKE., FUdhfy; Kurunegala 225.5   243.0   298.6   342.5   469.5   605.8   822.6   983.4   1,168.3   1,425.5   1,588.1           
mq;a;,u Gj;jsk; Puttalam 81.1   94.9   116.3   124.4   66.0   207.2   264.3   326.0   430.8   644.4   695.4              
wkqrdOmqrh mEuhjGuk; Anuradhapura 72.8   75.4   81.0   88.8   127.2   210.9   246.9   349.9   546.5   692.5   810.0              
fmdf<dkakrej nghyd;dWit Polonnaruwa 108.1   147.4   241.1   359.0   406.1              
n[q,a, gJis Badulla 154.2   180.7   208.7   224.0   356.0   444.8   479.6   560.0   589.4   728.5   745.6              
fudKrd., nkhdwhfiy Moneragala 128.9   187.9   267.6   397.4   451.1              
r;akmqrh ,uj;jpdGhp Ratnapura 104.5   128.8   159.7   195.0   329.0   402.5   519.9   611.4   737.9   957.6   988.6              
lE.,a, Nffhiy Kegalle 147.5   186.5   240.0   265.3   396.8   466.1   561.0   608.7   632.2   768.4   824.7              

j.=j 2'3#  ia;%S mqreI Ndjh" osia;%slal iy ix.Kk jrAI wkqj  .%du)h ck.ykh
ml;ltiz 2.3# njhifkjpg;G tUlq;fspy; Mz>; ngz; gpupTg;gbAk; khtl;lg;gbAk; fpuhkpa rdj;njhif

Table 2.3# Rural population by sex and district, census years
^oyia Mapuq;fspy; Thousands&

osia;%slalh khtl;lk; District
ia;%S  mqreI fomCIhu ,UghyhUk; Both sexes



2'3 fjks j.=j ^iuznkaOhs&ml;ltiz 2.3(njhlh;r;rp)Table 2.3  (Contd.)

1891 1901 1911 1921 1946 1953 1963 1971 1981 2001 2012 

Y%S ,xldj ,yq;if Sri Lanka 1,418.4   1,667.8   1,869.2   2,020.3   2,937.3   3,566.2   4,407.4   5,018.3   5,898.8   .. 8,056.3  

fld<U nfhOk;G Colombo 223.6   253.5   276.1   292.9   434.6   514.2   606.6   605.3   220.2   420.6   255.2              
.uzmy fk;g`h Gampaha 502.5   838.7   942.1              
lR;r fSj;Jiw Kalutara 88.2   111.9   134.2   152.7   208.3   237.9   255.4   286.6   323.5   471.0   538.8              
uykqjr fz;b Kandy 144.3   184.0   191.2   201.4   332.1   385.2   472.5   525.4   443.4   547.1   573.8              
ud;f,a khj;jis Matale 38.9   47.1   55.0   58.1   75.4   98.2   116.8   142.6   161.9   202.7   204.4              
kqjr t<sh Etnuypah Nuwara - Eliya 62.0   81.8   78.6   83.4   134.3   159.3   191.3   214.6   283.5   327.9   320.9              
.d,a, fhyp Galle 94.0   111.1   123.9   133.5   197.1   223.7   251.2   285.6   314.6   413.6   446.1              
ud;r khj;jiw Matara 86.8   94.3   103.8   107.0   158.9   188.4   225.4   256.7   277.5   321.9   344.0              
yuznkaf;dg mk;ghe;Njhl;il Hambantota 45.1   52.1   53.7   59.1   74.2   94.1   129.4   157.2   194.6   252.0   279.1              
hdmkh aho;g;ghzk; Jaffna 116.2   132.1   139.6   139.8   178.7   205.1   230.2   231.3   276.5   .. 218.9              
ukakdru kd;dhh; Mannar 14.1   14.1   14.8   14.8   18.8   25.9   27.9   35.9   49.4   75.0(1) 37.9                
jjqkshdj tTdpah Vavuniya 8.7   8.4   9.8   10.8   13.4   20.3   32.5   41.1   40.5   49.1(1) 67.6                
uq,;sjz Ky;iyj;jPT Mullaitivu 38.7   60.2(1) 46.0                
ls,sfkdÂÃ fpspnehr;rp Kilinochchi 63.0(1) 55.8                
uvl,mqj kl;lf;fsg;G Batticaloa 59.3   69.7   72.8   73.8   95.5   134.6   76.6   97.0   128.4   183.8(1) 179.7              
wuzmdr mk;ghiw Ampara 100.2   126.5   175.8   243.1   240.7              
;%sl=Kdu,h jpUNfhzkiy Trincomalee 7.9   9.6   11.5   13.7   26.2   34.1   58.2   62.9   93.4   .. 145.9              
l=reKE., FUdhfy; Kurunegala 121.8   133.6   164.1   190.6   250.5   321.9   425.3   502.7   589.0   705.2   762.5              
mq;a;,u Gj;jsk; Puttalam 44.9   53.1   65.0   69.8   89.9   111.0   136.6   167.5   218.7   319.9   336.8              
wkqrdOmqrh mEuhjGuk; Anuradhapura 39.6   40.9   44.1   49.9   74.7   120.8   132.9   186.1   291.2   352.2   395.1              
fmdf<dkakrej nghyd;dWit Polonnaruwa 62.0   80.4   136.3   187.8   200.8              
n[q,a, gJis Badulla 85.3   97.6   111.0   118.5   186.9   233.9   246.5   284.9   298.3   362.3   359.0              
fudKrd., nkhdwhfiy Moneragala 69.0   100.4   146.3   202.8   224.2              
r;akmqrh ,uj;jpdGhp Ratnapura 57.6   71.1   89.4   107.0   177.3   214.2   272.3   318.1   281.5   483.6   487.9              
lE.,a, Nffhiy Kegalle 80.4   101.9   130.5   143.2   210.4   243.4   288.6   309.4   312.8   375.9   393.2              

osia;%slalh khtl;lk; District
mqreI Mz; Male



2'3 fjks j.=j ^iuznkaOhs&ml;ltiz 2.3(njhlh;r;rp)Table 2.3  (Contd.)

1891 1901 1911 1921 1946 1953 1963 1971 1981 2001 2012 

Y%S ,xldj ,yq;if Sri Lanka 1,267.8   1,484.1   1,694.2   1,839.7   2,697.0   3,292.8   4,158.4   4,824.3   5,755.5   .. 8,598.7  

fld<U nfhOk;G Colombo 209.5   232.5   258.6   277.0   407.2   485.1   577.0   590.8   214.7   415.9   266.2              
.uzmy fk;g`h Gampaha 500.0   875.9   1,002.5           
lR;r fSj;Jiw Kalutara 84.5   102.6   123.9   141.7   197.7   227.6   249.6   283.4   328.1   482.0   574.1              
uykqjr fz;b Kandy 120.7   158.4   173.2   185.7   303.5   364.7   451.9   515.2   459.8   575.9   631.0              
ud;f,a khj;jis Matale 33.4   40.2   47.6   50.6   66.3   85.8   109.5   134.8   157.4   202.6   219.8              
kqjr t<sh Etnuypah Nuwara - Eliya 44.9   66.3   69.5   76.2   123.0   148.1   181.9   208.0   282.8   332.6   350.6              
.d,a, fhyp Galle 95.3   109.9   125.2   137.2   203.8   234.3   260.3   294.6   333.5   439.1   483.8              
ud;r khj;jiw Matara 82.2   90.0   101.0   105.5   158.3   184.6   229.1   263.7   295.1   341.5   373.5              
yuznkaf;dg mk;ghe;Njhl;il Hambantota 41.7   47.6   50.2   52.8   64.6   86.3   122.7   149.8   188.3   252.8   289.1              
hdmkh aho;g;ghzk; Jaffna 119.9   134.9   146.7   148.3   183.5   209.6   231.6   236.4   283.5   .. 247.4              
ukakdru kd;dhh; Mannar 10.4   10.8   10.8   10.7   12.8   17.8   23.3   30.8   42.9   76.6(1) 37.3                
jjqkshdj tTdpah Vavuniya 6.8   6.7   7.5   7.9   9.8   14.9   24.9   33.5   36.4   47.6(1) 69.7                
uq,;sjz Ky;iyj;jPT Mullaitivu 31.3   61.5(1) 46.2                
ls,sfkdÂÃ fpspnehr;rp Kilinochchi 64.3(1) 57.7                
uvl,mqj kl;lf;fsg;G Batticaloa 56.2   65.5   70.4   74.4   94.6   118.4   70.3   90.2   122.5   187.2(1) 195.7              
wuzmdr mk;ghiw Ampara 82.9   114.1   159.9   237.3   255.3              
;%sl=Kdu,h jpUNfhzkiy Trincomalee 6.3   7.6   9.4   11.0   17.2   23.5   45.6   53.9   79.8   .. 148.5              
l=reKE., FUdhfy; Kurunegala 103.7   109.4   134.5   151.9   219.0   283.9   397.3   480.7   579.3   720.3   825.6              
mq;a;,u Gj;jsk; Puttalam 36.2   41.8   51.3   54.6   76.1   96.2   127.7   158.5   212.1   324.5   358.6              
wkqrdOmqrh mEuhjGuk; Anuradhapura 33.2   34.5   36.9   38.9   52.5   90.1   114.0   163.8   255.4   340.4   414.9              
fmdf<dkakrej nghyd;dWit Polonnaruwa 46.1   67.0   104.7   171.2   205.3              
n[q,a, gJis Badulla 68.9   83.1   97.7   105.5   169.1   210.9   233.1   275.1   291.0   366.2   386.6              
fudKrd., nkhdwhfiy Moneragala 59.9   87.5   121.2   194.6   226.9              
r;akmqrh ,uj;jpdGhp Ratnapura 46.9   57.7   70.3   88.0   151.7   188.3   247.5   293.3   356.4   473.9   500.7              
lE.,a, Nffhiy Kegalle 67.1   84.6   109.5   122.1   186.4   222.7   272.4   299.2   319.3   392.5   431.5              
(1) weia;fuzka;=   kjpg;gPL nra;ag;gl;lJ   Estimates uQ,dY%h \  ckf,aLk yd ixLHdf,aLk fomdrA;fuzka;=j

igyk Fwpg;G Note : Mjhuk; - njhifkjpg;G> Gs;sptpguj; jpizf;fsk;

1' j;= wxYh .%du)h wxYhg we;=,;ah' ngUe;Njhl;lj;Jiw cl;gl Estate sector is included in the rural sector. Source - Department of Census and Statistics
2' 1978 iema;e£nÙ ui we;sl, jHjia:dms; fjkial£ wkqj .£my iy uq,;sÅ osia;%slalhka wR;ska we;slrk ,oS'

1984 fmnrjdÚ udifhaoS ls,sfkdÅÆ osia;%slalh wR;ska we;s lrk ,oS'

2. 1978 nrg;lk;ghpy; gpufldg;gLj;jg;gl;l murpayikg;G khw;wj;jpdhy; fk;g`h> Ky;iyj;jPT khtl;lq;fs; mikf;fg;gl;ld.

1984 ngg;uthpapy; fpspnehr;rp khtl;lk; mikf;fg;gl;lJ.

2. Gampaha and Mullaitivu are two districts which have been carved out in terms of constitutional changes promulgated in September,1978. Kilinochchi district was established in February  1984.

osia;%slalh khtl;lk; District
ia;%S ngz; Female
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