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Household Survey on Impact of the first wave of 
COVID-19 pandemic on employment in Sri Lanka 2020 

Survey Schedule 

Department of Census & Statistics 

Sri Lanka

Year Month Sector District DS Division PSU Number 

Housing unit sample 

no(Within census 

block) 

Household No 

9Within 

housing unit) 

Household serial No 

(Within District) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

The information collected in the survey will be 

strictly confidential and individual level 

information will not be divulged to any person 

or agency 



Employment before 20th March 2020 (For persons aged 15 years and above) 

01.    (a) Name of the person : 
           

          (b) Serial No : 

 

 

........................................ 

  
 

 

........................................ 

  
 

 

........................................ 

  
 

 

........................................ 

  
 

02.  Were you a member of this household before 20th March 2020 (before 

COVID 19 lockdown)? 
            1.Yes   ............................................................................... 
            2. No     ............................................................................. 
 

 

1 

2  

   

03. Were you engaged in any occupation/ economic activity before 20th 

March 2020 (before COVID 19 lockdown)?  
 

1. Yes........................................................................... 

2. No…………………………................................................. 

 

              

  
      
  Go to        Q 27 
 

1 

2 

              

  
      
   Go to      Q 27 
 

1 

2 

              

  
      
   Go to         Q 27 
 

1 

2 

              

  
      
   Go to       Q 27 
 

1 

2 

04. What was the main economic activity, you engaged in before 20th 

March 2020 (before COVID 19 lockdown)?  

 

 
............................................. 
............................................. 

    
 

 
............................................. 
............................................. 

    
 

 
............................................. 
............................................. 

    
 

 
............................................. 
............................................. 

    
 

05.  What was the main production activity/ service/activity which is 

relevant to the work you were engaged before 20th March 2020, at your 
institution or enterprise/ place of worked? 
(Please write the name of the Institution also) 

 
............................................. 
............................................. 

     
 

 
............................................. 
............................................. 

     
 

 
............................................. 
............................................. 

     
 

 
............................................. 
............................................. 

     
 

06.  What was the status of employment you were engaged before 20th 

March 2020 (before COVID 19 lockdown)? 

     1.    Employee.....................................................................................  

     2.    Employer............................................................................... ........ 

     3.    Own account worker................................................................... 

    4.    Contributing family worker....................................................... 

 

 
     Go to Q 12 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

 
     Go to Q 12 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

 
       Go to Q 12 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

 
      Go to Q 12 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

07.  As employer, own account worker or contributing family worker you 

worked on (before COVID 19 lockdown).....? 
  

1. An agricultural economic activity of your or your family......... 

2. Non-agricultural economic activity of your or your family..... 

 
 
 

 
      
     Go to Q 10 
 

1 

2 

 
 
 

 
      
      Go to Q 10 
 

1 

2 

 
 
 

 
      
     Go to Q 10 
 

1 

2 

 
 
 

 
      
     Go to Q 10 

1 

2 

 

 

 

 



 

           

       Serial No:   
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

Household Agriculture     

08. What were the impacts coming to your main agricultural economic 

activity after 20th March 2020 due to COVID 19 pandemic situation? 

(Mark all relevant answers) 

1. Had to stop or delay the farming, animal rearing or fishing activities. 

2. Had to work more hours than usual. 

3. Had to work as usual. 

4. Had to work less hours than usual. 

5. Had problems with getting inputs (eg: seed, animal feed, capital). 

6. Had problems with hiring help, tools, equipment. 

7. Had to change the main product. 

8. Changed plans to keep or sell the product. 

 9. Product could not be sold normally / completely damaged. 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

09.  Compare to normal production, due to COVID 19 pandemic your 
main agriculture production was…...? 
     1.     More than before......................................................................... 
     2.     Same as before............................................................................ 
    3.     Less than before.......................................................................... 
    4.     Completely stop………............................................................... 

   
 

1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 
 

Household Non-Agriculture Business     
10.  What are the impacts came to your main Non-agriculture economic 
activity after 20th march 2020 due to COVID 19 pandemic situation? 
(mark all relevant answers) 

1  Had to close. 

2. Had to stop temporally. 

3. Had to change locations to continue operating/ Had to change operating 

system 

4. Had to increase working hours. 

5. Had to operate as usual. 

6. Had to reduce working hours. 

7. Had problems with getting materials, inputs, and capital. 

8. Had problems with delivering products or services to clients. 

9. Had to change major products or services. 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

11.  Due to the COVID 19 epidemic, after 20th march 2020 the income 

from that  main  non-agricultural economic activity was… ? 

 
     1.     More than before......................................................................... 
     2.     Same as before............................................................................ 
    3.     Less than before.......................................................................... 
    4.     Completely stop/No income.........................................................      

 
 
 

 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

Go to Q 15 Go to Q 15 Go to Q 15 Go to Q 15 

Go to Q 15 Go to Q 15 Go to Q 15 Go to Q 15 



           

         Serial No :   
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

Household wage employment     
12.  What was the impact on your paid job after 20th March 2020 due to 

COVID 19 pandemic situation?  
(mark all relevant answers). 

 

1. Paid job was lost (ie. Fired, Laid-off, dismissed) 

2. Quitting from paid job. 

3. Paid job was temporally stopped without pay. 

 

4. Temporally not reported to the job. 

5. Had to take leave from the paid job. 

6. Had to work from home. 

7. Had to work from a different location. 

8. Had to work more hours than usual.  

9. Had to work as usual. 

10. Had to work less hours than usual.  

 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
 

13. The lost/ temporally stopped paid job was belongs to…..?  
 
1. Government/ Semi Government 

2. In a privet business or farm 

3. In a  non-profit organization/Religious organization 

4. For a household (Eg—domestic worker, nanny, driver, guard)  

 5. Other 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
 

14. Due to the COVID 19 epidemic after 20th March 2020, in your main 

paid job you were ..... (Don’t consider OT or other allowances. 

Consider only the salary) 

 

      1. Paid more than usual……………………………………… 

     2. Paid as usual……………………………………………… 

     3. Paid less than usual............................................................. 

     4. Not paid.............................................................................. 

 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 
 

Secondary economic activity/job     
15.  Were you engaged in secondary occupation/ economic activity in 

before 20th March 2020 (before COVID 19 lockdown)? 

          1. Yes........................................................................... .............. 

           2.  No…………………………................................................. 

 

 
1 

2 
 

 
1 

2 
 

 
1 

2 
 

 
1 

2 
 

16. . What was the secondary economic activity, you engaged in before 

20th March 2020 (before COVID 19 lockdown)? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
............................................. 
............................................. 
 

    
 

 
............................................. 
............................................. 
 

    
 

 
............................................. 
............................................. 
 

    
 

 
............................................. 
............................................. 
 

    
 

     

Go to  Q 27 Go to  Q 27 Go to  Q 27 Go to  Q 27 

Go to  

Q 14 

Go to  

Q 14 

Go to  

Q 14 
Go to  

Q 14 



 

 

 

         Serial No :   
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

17.  What was the secondary economic activity/ service/activity which is 

relevant to the work you were engaged before 20th March 2020, at your 
institution or enterprise/ place of worked? 
(Please write the name of the Institution also)  
 

 
.......................................... 
.......................................... 
 

     
 

 
.......................................... 
.......................................... 
 

     
 

 
.......................................... 
.......................................... 
 

     
 

 
.......................................... 
.......................................... 
 

     
 

18.  What was the status of secondary employment you were engaged 

before 20th March 2020 (before COVID 19 lockdown)? 

     1.    Employee........................................................................................  

     2.    Employer.........................................................................................  

     3.    Own account worker....................................................................... 

     4.    Contributing family worker............................................................ 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 
 

19.  As employer, own account worker or contributing family worker you 

worked on (before COVID 19 lockdown).....? 

 

1. an agricultural economic activity of your or your family......... 

 2. Non-agricultural economic activity of your or your family..... 

 
 

1 

2 
 

 
 

1 

2 
 

 
 

1 

2 
 

 
 

1 

2 
 

Household Agriculture     
20. What were the impacts coming to your secondary agricultural 

economic activity after 20th  March 2020 due to COVID 19 pandemic 

situation? 

(Mark all relevant answers) 

1. Had to stop or delay the farming, animal rearing or fishing activities. 

2. Had to work more hours than usual. 

3. Had to work as usual. 

4. Had to work less hours than usual. 

5. Had problems with getting inputs (eg: seed, animal feed, capital). 

6. Had problems with hiring help, tools, equipment. 

7. Had to change the main product. 

8. Changed plans to keep or sell the product. 

 9. Product could not be sold normally / completely damaged  

 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

21.  Compare to normal production, due to COVID 19 pandemic your 
secondary agriculture production was…...? 
     1.     More than before......................................................................... 

     2.     Same as before............................................................................ 

    3.     Less than before.......................................................................... 

    4.     Completely stop………............................................................... 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

5 
 

 

 
 

    

Go to  Q 24 Go to  Q 24 Go to  Q 24 Go to  Q 24 

Go to  Q 22 Go to  Q 22 Go to  Q 22 Go to  Q 22 

Go to  Q 27 Go to  Q 27 Go to  Q 27 Go to  Q 27 



         Serial No :   
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

Household Non-Agriculture Business     
22.  What are the impacts came to your secondary Non-agricultural 
economic activity after 20th march 2020 due to COVID 19 pandemic 
situation? 
(mark all relevant answers) 

1  Had to close. 

2. Had to stop temporally. 

3. Had to change locations to continue operating/ Had to change operating 

system 

4. Had to increase working hours. 

5. Had to operate as usual. 

6. Had to reduce working hours. 

7. Had problems with getting materials, inputs, and capital. 

8. Had problems with delivering products or services to clients. 

9. Had to change major products or services. 

 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
 

23.  .  Due to the COVID 19 epidemic, after 20th  March 2020 the income 

from that secondary non-agricultural economic activity was… ? 

 

     1.     More than before......................................................................... 

     2.     Same as before............................................................................ 

    3.      Less than before........................................................................... 

    4.     Completely stop/No income…………………………………… 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 
 

Household wage employment     
24.  What was the impact on your secondary paid job after 20th march 

2020 due to COVID 19 pandemic situation?  
(mark all relevant answers). 

 

1. Paid job was lost (ie. Fired, Laid-off, dismissed) 

2. Quitting from paid job. 

3. Paid job was temporally stopped without pay. 

 

4. Temporally not reported to the job with pay. 

5. Had to take leave from the paid job. 

6. Had to work from home. 

7. Had to work from a different location. 

8. Had to work more hours than usual.  

9. Had to work as usual. 

10. Had to work less hours than usual.  
 

 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
 

25. The lost/ temporally stopped paid job was belongs to…..?  
 

1. Government/ Semi Government 

2. In a privet business or farm 

3. In a  non-profit organization/Religious organization 

4. For a household (Eg—domestic worker, nanny, driver, guard)  

 5. Other 

 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
 

 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
 

Go to  Q 27 Go to  Q 27 Go to  Q 27 Go to  Q 27 

Go to     

Q 26 
Go to     

Q 26 

Go to     

Q 26 
Go to     

Q 26 



           

Serial No :   
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

26. Due to the COVID 19 epidemic after 20th March, in your secondary 

paid job, you were..... (Don’t consider OT or other allowances. 

Consider only the salary) 

 

 

      1. Paid more than usual……………………………………… 

     2. Paid as usual……………………………………………… 

     3. Paid less than usual............................................................. 

     4. Not paid.............................................................................. 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 
 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 
 

27. Did you take any steps to start a job / economic activity during the 
period from 20th  March to30th  May 2020 (the curfew imposed on 
COVID 19)? 

Mark the relevant codes for all the answers and mention what 

he/she has decided to start 
1. To start a new agricultural economic activity such as farming, animal 
husbandry or fishing  
 
2. To start a new non-agricultural economic activity as own account or 
business  
 
3. To start a new paid job (part time, casual, or paid work for someone 
else even from home) 
 
4. None of the above 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

  

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

  

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

  

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Household Information 

Household income during the COVID-19 epidemic period (March 20 to May 30)  
28. Due to the COVID-19 epidemic from 20th  March to 30th  May 2020, the total income from all economic 
activities of all members of the household was….... 
 
1. More than before………………………………………………………….. 
2. Same as before...........................................................................................  
3. Less than before………………………………………………………… 
4. No income from economic activities…………………………………….. 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 
 

29. What are the income sources of this household during the curfew period of COVID-19 pandemic from 20th  
March to 30th  May 2020?  
Mark all the relevant answers. 
1. Income from household agricultural activities (farming / animal husbandry / fisheries) 

2. Income from a non-agricultural activities in the household  

3. Income from a paid job of a member of the household  

4  Private or public pension 

5 Income from property, investment or savings 

6. Loans or borrowed money 

7. Remittances from abroad 

8. Government assistance (eg- Disability Allowances, Samurdhi Allowances, Allowances of Kidney patients, 

Elderly Allowances, Government Allowance for COVID-19 etc.) 

9. Assistance from NGOs or other organizations 

10. Donations / aids received from other households or individuals 

11. Other  

 

 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 
 

30. During the curfew period of COVID-19 pandemic from 20th  March to30th  May 2020 did you or others in 

your household had to miss even in a single meal due to lack of money or other resources? 

                                                                                                                                                               1. Yes 

                                                                                                                                                               2.  No 

 
1 

2 
 

31. Did you have any possibility of getting any medical treatment/medicine required for any illness of you or 

any member of your household during the curfew period for COVID-19 from 20th  March to30th  May 2020? 

 

                                                                                                                                      1. Had possibility 

                                                                                                                                      2. Had not possibility 

                                                                                                                                      3. Not relevant 

 
 

1 

2 

3 
 

 





40 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Vision of DCS 
 
“To be the leader in the region in producing timely statistical 
information to achieve the country’s development goals.” 

 
The Mission of DCS  
 
“Making contribution in the socioeconomic development of the country 
by providing accurate timely statistics, more Effectively by means of new 
technology, and utilizing the services of dedicated staff under a strategic 
leadership to become a prosperous nation in the globalized environment.” 
 

 Department of Census & 
Statistics, 
Sankyana Mandiraya 
No. 306/71,Polduwa 
Road,Battaramulla 

 info@statistics.gov.lk This publication is produced by the Sample Survey Division 

 +94 11 2147000  7th floor, Department of Census and Statistics  

 +94 11 2147011  sample.survey@statistics.gov.lk 

 statistics.gov.lk  +94 11-2147458  +94 11-2147446 
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