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Message from the Director General

It is my great pleasure to provide this message to the 1% ever Official Statis-
tics Review published by the Department of Census and Statistics (DCS),
combining statistics with current issues related to important topics such
as demographics and economy. Traditionally, statistical publications
produced by the department highlighted the main findings of Censuses or
surveys mostly with trend comparisons. The normal accepted norms in

those publications prevented the authors from expressing their personal

&0 views related to these topics, however valid they are.

However, with the vast experience that the DCS staff possess, they can contribute immensely to
discuss various issues around them. Therefore, as per the decision made by the senior staff of the
department, it was agreed to produce a magazine with statistical related issues which will provide
more opportunities to enhance the intellectual capacity among officials as well as other readers. The
responsibility of the articles in this magazine lie with the respective authors.

The demanding work schedules of the DCS staff restrict them from engaging in additional data
analysis exercises similar to those carried out by various other research organizations who
obtain data produced by the DCS, analyze and publish various analytical reports. However, this
magazine proves that the DCS staff has overcome such barriers and endeavored to produce high
quality articles that demonstrate their commitment and dedication. They have proved their skills and
capabilities. I am very much thankful to Mrs. U.V. Jayakody, Director and staff of the Research and
Special Studies Division of the DCS, who spearheaded the launch of this Official Statistics Review,
and to all the authors who spent their time and effort to make this magazine a reality.

The Official Statistics Review will become another regular contribution from the Department of

Census and Statistics to the body of knowledge in this domain.

[.R. Bandara
Director General
Department of Census and Statistics

02.10.2019
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Review of

C.P. Chandrasekara
L.A.D.D.P. Jayasekara

Potato (Solanum tuberosum) is one of the tuber crops in
Sri Lanka. It was introduced to Sri Lanka in 1850s. In 1948,
The Department of Agriculture began working on potatoes
to investigating cultivators, cultural practices, fertilizer
applications and control of pests and diseases.

Potato has been one of the leading cash crops grown in Sri
Lanka. Estimated production of potato was 73,358 metric
tons in 2017. The land utilization of the potato cultivation
was 4,457 hectares. The per capita availability was 8.3
kilograms in 2017. Potato cultivation is an integral part of
the up country vegetable farming system and it has high
income generating capability.

Potato is grown mainly in Nuwara Eliya , Badulla and
Jaffna Districts. Specially Welimada, Uva Paranagama

and Haliela Divisional secretariats in Badulla District

POTATO CULTIVATION

IN SRI LANKA
OO0

and Nuwara Eliya, Kothmale and Walapane Divisional
secretariats in Nuwara Eliya District are very popular for
potato cultivation. The total extent cultivated under this crop
in Nuwara Eliya and Badulla Districts accounted for 1,819
and 2,530 hectares respectively in 2017. About 98 percent
of the total land of potato cultivation is concentrated in
these two Districts. The highest amount of land of potato
cultivation and lager number of farmers were in Budulla,
while, more commercial oriented and lesser number of
potato farmers were in Nuwara Eliya District.

Table 01 below gives the sown extent, production imports
and availability during the period from 2008 to 2017

fabie Ot Sown Extent, Production, Imports and Availability of Potato (2008 - 2017)
Local Total Per Capita Availability
Year Sown Extent (Hec) Imports (MT)
Production (MT) Availability (MT) (Kg/Year)

2008 4,870 74,820 99,350 174,170 7.3
2009 4,150 61,700 99,620 161,320 6.7
2010 3,840 51,930 129,878 181,808 7.5
2011 4,480 59,360 130,511 189,871 7.8
2012 4,650 72,190 110,823 183,013 7.6
2013 5,140 78,750 123,204 201,954 8.3
2014 5,910 82,750 118,220 200,970 8.1
2015 5,490 97,390 142,183 239,573 9.8
2016 5,760 95,800 148,081 243,881 9.8
2017 4,457 73,358 133,686 207,044 8.3

Sources : Department of Census and Statistics , Custom Statistics Branch

As can be seen in Table 01, Total requirement of potato for
the consumption is mainly gained from imports. During the
last decade, the production of potato followed a volatile.
Weather, poor storage conditions, diseases and availability
of good seed are the major problems in potato cultivation
in Sri Lanka. There is a significant increase in potato
production from 2010-2015. The domestic production of
crop began to decline from 2016, due to adverse weather
conditions.

No pattern can be seen in per capita availability of potato
from 2008 to 2017. It was 8.1, 9.8, 9.8 and 8.3 kilograms per
year in 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 respectively. According
to the Household Income and Expenditure Survey conducted
by the Department of Census and Statistics in 2016, per
capita domestic consumption of potato was 5.8 kilograms.




EE_I S0%)5 J0e5® | D5 DEBE

=
=
>
(=4
S
g
=
]
=
&

2003 2004 <2005 <2005 <200y <200g <2009 <2019 <2017 <2015 <2073 <2014 <2015 <2016 <017
Year
«eeeee Imports e Production

The quantity of potato imports, during the last 20 years had increased considerably. However, imports have rapidly
increased the period of last ten years. Importation of potato was 133,686 metric tons in 2017, which accounted for 65% of
the local requirement.

According to the seasonal price variation, price peak is observed in the month of August and the price reaches the minimum during the

months of March and December.
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1950 - 1955 2018
o@D 5.0 2.4
30000 2.8 1.6
BoO0ADB D8N SOHD 6.1 2.6
&80 6.6 4.6
DEODBO &GO 7.0 4.7
SO SO 6.0 5.9
&0t ¢80 6.8 3.3
R 80 6.3 2.5
ROO 8D 6.4 5.3
B0 5.8 2.1
DeODBO §BEID 5.6 1.7
TR - OO B8O 6.0 2.4
@3® 80O 5.2 2.9
TR epBd 6.1 2.4
B&Bewnsn o B0 5.9 2.3
ROBO entd 6.3 2.7
@gedisa 2.7 1.6
DEODBO @edIG 2.9 1.5
60t @edism 2.3 1.8
CRY) Qedisa 2.7 1.4
ROBO @edisc 2.4 1.7
e85 &re@dmd v DOREB &5 5.9 2.1
DORVRS g3 5.3 2.2
@s® er@dm0 6.7 2.3
9 @O 5.7 2.0
&0 @B 3.4 1.7
QESEIII) 3.8 2.3

Source: United Nations, Department of Economics and Social Affairs, Poplulation Division (2013) World Population Data Sheet - 2018

O®d 02
eEimed gh» @O HIV/AIDS eetons 880 eondmpde - 2017 !
HIV 0o 8095 d» 20 PIENCORS AIDS &> ®0#n

Peee S50 (BBe®) £30R2500 302500
DCEODEO ) ¢ SO 19.6 800,000 380,000
&Bm0 o0 88l gel® 5.2 280,000 170,000
ROBO ®) B5O &8O 6.1 370,000 280,000
[ComRadOemd) 1.8 100,000 37,000
DORVES £ 0.31 15,000 10,000
®oe 6B0E® v ¢t &80 0.22 18,000 9,800
DCEGDEO @eGIBG ) OB ent3d 1.4 130,000 34,000
RO ) PIB® @edis® ) £ &§r@dmd 2.2 70,000 13,000
e@iD® 36.9 1.800,000 940,000

®@®a : UNAIDS Fact Sheet - World AIDS Day - 2018
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ScwtBs oty & o0 DE 9B HLOPTOED CIWOOS
50006 6 SYE rEeE® D506 HIESBOB ®TDn. 1953
Obsel ©PC toEE® odwa &#rvde®s oty § &
©@oeD B9E ITEE® D51e0N0E L39S @IS &ra &)
©®) 06925 DRE0®® ) TRELD 1965 € HBD 006
eee ST Ped BBy 0¥l guewens. 1968 & s
£30EEE DV@GE OB® DOD ELeE @ &) €@ LvRBE
®) 80C toeE® 0@y HERBIDOME ) JSen SOe®
$8e0e0s.

1970 eeD@ O» 80 8¢ § ¢ldm &85 toR%) DbAved S end
eEE 00 wedy ®® REmens 20% DO &) BABEeDs
es®d) o0 6®a 1971 Dlten 9@ SO0 &y RESTOD
a8 @0» @€ (Abeykoon, 2010) e®@8 ©SOens e &S»
30225 LG &) S0 emeds ded el g DG ey §
o0 6B LT SEE TEE® 6@ ©tSe® BieerDD® HBwD
@008 #OioeNE DO® @C &0 & @etd & Eomed B8
£30EEE® D51300ec GE® e Da.

1977 PEE0 88 086 "god Bhr OBDOSD" G e A
©0es 8@ tueE® L0o30® @ 0 & aewr gbdn s
FROBRE @ 6e» F. cPBE Bre® 89E trEE® etdndss v
FO®s @980 02036@ ERH £ @m0 S8HE ieE® D DD
DOBDS O EO @ @) O c@® 823006ed ebODBOEO
302w § 2ot B6. BeiS e OBEsDOIN D Bewd®
3 ERY forern ©Ew) 0500 0 oD @Ry & o
8 tDD® ZEIMEED Bedy ERY eedes SBEihde LTHn
8008 8028005, eedes SEMNDS DReds o
OODE &P tIEE® D000 8Dy eImoE elsEma S0
2Ty DefBn Beszo B0uxds Lews B¢ BTSa.

0@d 03

B -mEd gCoe 66IDSG BV cOHBD

Detd® 0&el PlEHDe@S SHE ea® PP Jumdew SO
BT FOGBS PEDBD NHPOD el BOBE & @D DE 0B
2508006 DVEBBED S§HNTODDRO R NG DE. Oy
&go 03 O gxd 1975 Obsed 3.4 I Q YO NOEBD) FRNDA
1982 ©» &0 3.7 I cee DVID® B &S »YS 1987 O O
93 2.8 D oem ESe @ FLPY exPR® OB. ¢
8o ©990D0e Reszed®s %0 Lw@s O» IO cd pBSD
DRSS O YO NOEBE FRNDEB (1.9) Do DO ®tBB0
8 @00 S O grm. (Department of Census & Statistics,
2000)

1975 € 34.4 B § Soep»d StOR® axenoa (Contraceptive
Prevalence Rate) ¢ 1987 ©» TO 61.7 & ¢, ecOMBEDO
&IBBD RMEBS VDB O &rD. 8EBE 830 20 D DIRS
26 (1987-2007) & @oIed DeSo@Hm StOD® &ReNDS 61.7%
80 70.2% cden VD@ D &r». (Department of Census &
Statistics, 2006/07)

0®® MWICERBO® Eclt @0 guNSoae 8@ ¢ldes O
god 03 8 e3> P8V croe® ®Sa. 1975 &89 o 1000
D0 45 & § ®0H 300 2016 D DO B3 QONED &I
S@HIEBS s Aot geo. (Department of Census & Statistics)
e® ey Bewds vg & oD DE IR Dedped atS g
OVDHE OB YA tEE® € eSO @Y SEDBOES @R &
&S RO ey DE wTSao.

[delCintes) 1975 1982 1987 1993 2000 2006/07 2016
B eNVEBD) PFRIDA 3.4 3.7 2.8 2.3 1.9 2.3 2.2
(Total Fertility Rate) (1974) (1981) (1982-87) (1986-87) (1995-00) (2003-06)

6@ NOTBD FHNDD 31 34 38 35 27 28 21
(Adolescent Fertility Rate) (1974) (1981) (1982-87) (1982-87) (1995-00) (2003-06)
B30@D STORP® FRIDS 34.4 57.8 61.7 66.1 70 70.2 64.6
(Contraceptive Prevalence Rate)

€t RO FRND®D 45.1 30.5 22.6 16.3 13.3 10 8.3
(Infant Mortality Rate) (2013)

QBB : OEE LBBBH®E, 1975/5eHDesd) ) e deenc 1987,1993,2000,2006/07,2016/ 083000 68HNE 6¢enboe®@s5nd
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G® @0 s5eRE® SO80e BSEBn FRBEOED SO DIRE
e@imed ©PE tuEE® O%N0E 8 emen» YOBED
GO emn He®. e@® g emIgn o@D SR
SFONDE 25% B o®E 060l o). DS HTOG ¢nd
280 68y Do DIBMDBO Bed» et ¢’ (Adolescent
births) 8xecs sw 80 &S ¢0® emITnE @a 0N
g3 (Global maternal mortality) ¢ swo 80 gro.
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COEEOS GDTTO® 0 DOFIG &5 RS SO GTSHe
G» g gBewi® &Sopwone SO0 »® =P uEE®
2503006 DOEO0S ®PBOS & Fnden e G o e®c
0L BE®E ACL) DOEDHS.

1. Fact sheet No 351, World Health Organization, Family planning,( Updated May 2013).

2. Warren C. Robinson and John A. Ross, Editors, The Global Family Planning Revolution Three Decades of Population
Policies and Programs, The World Bank Washington, D.C.

~N N AW

Affairs, United Nations.

. Judith R. Seltzer (2002), The origins and evolution of family planning programme in developing countries
. 2013 Data sheet, Family Planning Worldwide, Population Reference Bureau.

. Policy Brief, Population Reference Bureau Measure Communication.

. Demographic and Health Survey, 1982, 1987, 1993, 2000, 2006-07, 2016.

. World Population Prospects: The 2012 Revision, Population Division (2013), Department of Economic and Social

8. Model-Based Estimates and Projections of Family Planning Indicators 2014, Fertility and Family Planning Section,
Department of Economic and Social Affairs Population Division, United Nations.

9. International Conference on Population and Development, www.unfpa.org/public/icpd [Accessed 15th July 2019]

10. Dr. A.T.P.L. Abeykoon, Achievements and Challenges, Reproductive Health and Family Planning Programme in

Sri Lanka.






