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Foreword

The Department of Census and Statistics (DCS), carried out a special enumeration in
Eastern province and in Jaffna district in Northern province. The objective of this
enumeration is to provide the necessary basic information needed to formulate

development programmes and relief activities for the people.

This preliminary publication for Ampara district has been compiled from the reports
obtained from the District based on summaries prepared by enumerators and supervisors. A
final detailed information will be disseminated after the computer processing of

guestionnaires.

This preliminary release gives some basic information for Ampara district, such as
population by divisional secretary’s division, urban/rural population, sex, age (under 18
years and 18 years and over) and ethnicity. Data on displaced persons due to conflict or
tsunami are also included. Some important information which is useful for regional level
planning purposes are given by Grama Niladhari Divisions. This enumeration is based on the
usual residents of households in the district. These figures should be regarded as

provisional.

| wish to express my sincere thanks to the staff of the department and all other
government officials and others who worked with dedication and diligence for the
successful completion of the enumeration. | am also grateful to the general public for
extending their fullest co-operation in this important undertaking. This publication has been

prepared by Population Census Division of this Department.

D.B.P. Suranjana Vidyaratne
Director General of Census and Statistics
10" October 2007
Department of Census and Statistics,
15/12, Maitland Crescent,
Colombo 7.
Tel 1 (11) 2695291
Fax  :(11) 2697594
Email :dgcensus@sltnet.lk
Web : www.statistics.gov.lk



Acknowledgements

This publication has been prepared by the staff of the Population Census Division
under the guidance and direction of Mr. H.R. Gunasekara, Director (Census) assisted by Mr.

A.D.H. Gunathilaka and Mr. H.R. Dias, Deputy Directors.

The analysis was carried out by Mr. H.R. Dias, Deputy Director and publication was
organized by Mr. W.L.D.P.de.A. Goonatilleke, Senior Statistician. Compilation of statistical
tables and the preparation of charts were done by Mr. V.T. Anuruddha, Statistical Assistant.
Maps were prepared by Mr. R.D.M. Padmakumara, Data Entry Operator/Coding Clerk. Mr.
P.V.D.T.L. Saparamadu, Statistician was responsible for some operational activities of the

enumeration stage.

Mr. L.S.J.de.S. Wijeratna, Deputy Director of the field operations division assisted in
organizing field arrangements and Mr. D.G.S.G. Munasingha, Deputy Director of the
industry, construction, trade & services division was responsible for overall coordination of

the districts within Eastern Province.

District statistical staff headed by Mr. A. Abulhuda, District Statistician of Ampara
district was responsible in conducting and supervising the enumeration activities in the

district.

The report was printed by the printing division under the supervision of Mr. W.C.

Weerawansa, Senior Statistician, Head of printing division.



Contents

Page
Foreword iii
Acknowledgements Vv
Contents vii
List of Tables IX
List of Figures Xi
District Map; Divisional Secretary’s (DS) Divisions and Urban Areas 2007 Xiii
Basic Summary Results
1. Introduction 1
2. Population Size and Growth 2
3. Population Density 3
4. Population Distribution 4
5. Age -Sex Composition 6
6. Ethnic Distribution 8
7. Displaced Population 12
Appendix
Table 1 : Population by Sex, Age, DS division and Grama Niladhari (GN)
division, 2007 17

Table 2 : Number and percentage of displaced population by DS division
and Grama Niladhari (GN) division and reason for displacement,
2007 30



Table

List of Tables

Total population, percentage increase and average annual rate of

growth, 1963-2007
Population density, 1963-2007
Number and percentage of population by DS division, 2007

Number and percentage of population by sector (with urban
localities), 2007

Number and percentage of population by DS division and age
under 18 years and 18 years and over, 2007

Population by DS division and sex, 2007
Number and percentage of population by ethnicity, 1963-2007

H. Number and percentage of population by DS division

and ethnicity, 2007

Number and percentage of displaced population by DS division
and reason for displacement, 2007

Page

10

12



Figure

mm o O W >

List of Figures

Population size and average annual rate of growth, 1963-2007
Population density, 1963-2007

Population distribution by DS divisions, 2007

Percentage distribution of population by ethnicity, 2007
Major ethnic group of the population by DS divisions, 2007
Displaced population by DS divisions, 2007

Page

o o1 w N

13



Divisional Secretary’s (DS) Divisions and Urban Areas
in Ampara District, 2007

N
\Y E
POLONNARUWA ¢
DISTRICT N
MATALE Boundaries o
DISTRICT) Dehiattakandiya District
Mahaoya DS Divisions

BATTICALOA
DISTRICT

DS Div.

ol |‘ Kalmunai M. C.

Samanthurai A
U. C. DS Div.
M Addalachchenai
Akkaraipattu DS Div.
DS Div.

Padiyathalawa
DS Div.

BADULLA
DISTRICT

kal

Thirukkovil
DS Div.

SEA

MONERAGALA
DISTRICT Pothuvil
DS Div.
Lahugala
DS Div.
HAMBANTOTA
DISTRICT

Note: Boundaries of some DS divisions are not exact boundaries

Navithanveli DS Div.

Kalmunai DS Div.

Sainthamarathu

Ninthavur DS Div.




Special Enumeration-2007

POPULATION INFORMATION ON AMPARA DISTRICT
BASIC SUMMARY RESULTS

1. Introduction

The Census of Population and Housing —2001 was unable to carryout completely in
Northern and Eastern provinces. In order to overcome the lack of data required for ongoing
development programmes in Northern and Eastern provinces, Department of Census and
Statistics has carried out a special enumeration in Jaffna district in Northern province and in
Batticaloa, Trincomalee and Ampara districts in Eastern province. Although the DCS was able
to do a complete census enumeration in Ampara district in 2001, this special enumeration
was carried out in the district to obtain the current information needed for development
programmes of the district. This is a complete enumeration covering all the persons who
are usual residents of households in the district. Usual residence is defined as the housing
unit or collective living quarter at which the person usually lives, i.e. sleeps, keeps his
clothes and other belongings etc. It is the residence from which a person generally goes to
work or if a student, attends school. This ‘de jure’ method of enumeration differs from the
‘de facto’ approach used during the last Censuses in which people were enumerated during
a specified period (usually 6 hours) at the place where they are found irrespective of the
usual residence. Basic demographic information such as date of birth, sex, marital status,
religion, ethnicity, relationship to head of household, number of displaced persons, reason
for displacement etc. were collected through a carefully designed schedule. An enumerator
for each Grama Niladhari (GN) division and a supervisor for 10 GN divisions were appointed
with the help of District administration. The enumerator listed all the building units and
collected the information visiting each and every building unit within the area allocated to
him/her. Close supervision has been maintained throughout the enumeration by
supervisors. The necessary administrative arrangements in the district were carried out by
the District Secretary and Divisional Secretaries and all the technical guidance was provided
by the staff of the Department of Census and Statistics. Enumeration was carried out during

the first three weeks of August 2007.



2. Population Size and Growth

The total population enumerated in the Ampara district is 610,719. This represents
3.0 percent increase since the last Census in 2001. The average annual growth rate during
the period of 1981-2007 shows a remarkable decline. The enumerated population,
intercensal increase, and average annual growth rates are shown in Table A and Figure A for

the district.

Table A : Total population, percentage increase and
average annual rate of growth, 1963 - 2007

Average
. Increase annual rate of
Year Population
growth
No. % (percent)
1963 211,732
1971 272,605 60,873 28.8 3.1
1981 388,970 116,365 42.7 3.8
2001 592,997 204,027 52.5 2.1
2007 610,719 17,722 3.0 0.5

Note : 1963, 1971, 1981 and 2001 figures are from the
Corresponding Population Censuses

Figure A : Population size and average annual rate of growth,

1963 - 2007
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3. Population Density

Population density measured as the number of persons per unit area of land is
shown in Table B and Figure B. Population density stands at 145 persons per square
kilometre in the district. Population density is shown a significant increase from 1971 to

2007.

Table B : Population density, 1963 - 2007

Population
Year Population density (persons
per sq. km.)
1963 211,732 72
1971 272,605 92
1981 388,970 86
2001 592,997 140
2007 610,719 145

Note : 1963, 1971, 1981 and 2001 figures are from the
corresponding Population Censuses

Figure B : Population density, 1963 — 2007

6°J||”

1963 1971 1981 2001 2007
Year

-
(2]
o

_ A a
o N B
o O o

~
o

Population density (per sq.km.)
N 0]
o o

o

Note : 1963, 1971, 1981 and 2001 figures are from the
corresponding Population Censuses



4. Population Distribution

Number and percentage of population by Divisional Secretariat (DS) division is
shown in Table C. Dehiattakandiya DS division reports the highest population while Lahugala
DS division reports the lowest population in the district. The pattern of the population

distribution is shown in Figure C.

Table C : Number and percentage of population by DS division, 2007

DS division Population
No. %
Ampara District 610,719 100.0
Dehiattakandiya 55,930 9.2
Padiyathalawa 16,451 2.7
Mahaoya 17,801 2.9
Uhana 53,262 8.7
Ampara 39,268 6.4
Navithanveli 18,436 3.0
Sammanthurai 55,592 9.1
Kalmunai 42,852 7.0
Kalmunai (Tamil) 29,025 4.8
Sainthamaruthu 25,147 4.1
Karaitheevu 16,656 2.7
Ninthavur 25,652 4.2
Addalaichenai 39,721 6.5
Irakkamam 13,006 2.1
Akkaraipattu 37,070 6.1
Alayadiwembu 22,289 3.6
Damana 35,705 5.8
Thirukkovil 24,972 4.1
Pothuvil 33,625 55
Lahugala 8,259 1.4

According to the current definition, urban sector comprised of all Municipal and
urban Council areas. Although the definition of urban is similar to that used in 2001 Census,

and can compared with this enumeration, 1981 figures cannot be compared as the urban






definition is not comparable with the definition used in 2001/2007 . This happened as a
consequence of abolishing town councils which were treated as urban in the 1981 Census
and absorbing the administration of such areas into Pradesheeya Sabhas which are
considered as rural since 1987. Therefore the urban population figures and percentages

should be interpreted cautiously.

Table D : Number and percentage of population by sector
(with urban localities), 2007

Sector and urban locality Population
No. %
Ampara District 610,719 100
Urban 118,737 19.4
Ampara Urban Council 21,713 3.6
Kalmunai Municipal Council 97,024 15.9
Rural 491,982 80.6

Table D shows the population distribution by sectors. Urban and rural percentages

are 19.4 and 80.6 respectively.

5. Age-Sex composition

At this preliminary stage, age distribution is available only as dichotomy, i.e.

population under 18 years and 18 years and over.

Number and percentage distribution of population by age, under 18 years and 18
years and over by divisional secretariat divisions are shown in Table E. It is seen that 37.5

percent of the population are under 18 years and 62.5 percent are 18 years and over.



Table E : Number and percentage of population by DS division and age
under 18 years and 18 years and over, 2007

Age
DS division Total. Under 18 years 18 years and over
population

No. % No. %
Ampara District 610,719 229,290 37.5 381,429 62.5
Dehiattakandiya 55,930 20,191 36.1 35,739 63.9
Padiyathalawa 16,451 6,415 39.0 10,036 61.0
Mahaoya 17,801 6,931 38.9 10,870 61.1
Uhana 53,262 17,553 33.0 35,709 67.0
Ampara 39,268 13,561 34.5 25,707 65.5
Navithanveli 18,436 7,920 43.0 10,516 57.0
Sammanthurai 55,592 23,375 42.0 32,217 58.0
Kalmunai 42,852 15,541 36.3 27,311 63.7
Kalmunai (Tamil) 29,025 9,860 34.0 19,165 66.0
Sainthamaruthu 25,147 9,282 36.9 15,865 63.1
Karaitheevu 16,656 5,933 35.6 10,723 64.4
Ninthavur 25,652 8,743 34.1 16,909 65.9
Addalaichenai 39,721 16,028 40.4 23,693 59.6
Irakkamam 13,006 5,499 42.3 7,507 57.7
Akkaraipattu 37,070 13,932 37.6 23,138 62.4
Alayadiwembu 22,289 8,104 36.4 14,185 63.6
Damana 35,705 13,519 37.9 22,186 62.1
Thirukkovil 24,972 9,225 36.9 15,747 63.1
Pothuvil 33,625 14,558 43.3 19,067 56.7
Lahugala 8,259 3,120 37.8 5,139 62.2

Sex composition of a certain population refers to the distribution of people
according to sex. A useful measure of sex composition is the sex ratio, which is defined as
the number of males per 100 females in the population. Population by sex and sex ratio by

DS divisions are shown in Table F.

Among 20 DS divisions, of the district, the highest sex ratio of 102.9 was recorded for
Sainthamaruthu divisional secretariat followed by 101.4 and 101.1 for Dehiattakandiya and
Irakkamam DS divisions respectively. All other DS divisions show fairly low sex ratios, below
100.



Table F : Population by DS division and sex, 2007

Sex
DS division Sex ratio
Total Male  Female

Ampara District 610,719 299,731 310,988 96.4

Dehiattakandiya 55,930 28,161 27,769 101.4

Padiyathalawa 16,451 8,055 8,396 95.9

Mahaoya 17,801 8,591 9,210 93.3

Uhana 53,262 25,760 27,502 93.7

Ampara 39,268 19,029 20,239 94.0

Navithanveli 18,436 8,530 9,906 86.1

Sammanthurai 55,592 27,198 28,394 95.8

Kalmunai 42,852 21,368 21,484 99.5

Kalmunai (Tamil) 29,025 13,982 15,043 92.9

Sainthamaruthu 25,147 12,754 12,393 102.9

Karaitheevu 16,656 8,173 8,483 96.3

Ninthavur 25,652 12,152 13,500 90.0

Addalaichenai 39,721 19,701 20,020 98.4

Irakkamam 13,006 6,540 6,466 101.1

Akkaraipattu 37,070 18,516 18,554 99.8

Alayadiwembu 22,289 10,862 11,427 95.1

Damana 35,705 17,418 18,287 95.2

Thirukkovil 24,972 12,203 12,769 95.6

Pothuvil 33,625 16,724 16,901 99.0

Lahugala 8,259 4,014 4,245 94.6
6. Ethnic Distribution
Table G : Number and percentage of population by ethnicity, 1963 - 2007

Ethnicity
Total . Sri Lanka Indian Sri Lanka
Year population  Sinhalese Tamil Tamil Moor Other
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

1963 211,732 61,996 29.3 49,185 23.2 1,312 0.6 97,621 46.1 1618 0.8
1971 272,605 82,280 30.2 60,519 22.2 1,771 0.6 126,365 46.4 1670 0.6
1981 388,970 146,943 37.8 77,826 20.0 1,411 0.4 161,568 41.5 1222 0.3
2001 592,997 236,583 39.9 109,188 184 715 0.1 244,620 41.3 1891 0.3
2007 610,719 228,938 37.5 111,948 18.3 58 0.0 268,630 44.0 1145 0.2

Note : 1963, 1971, 1981 and 2001 figures are from the corresponding population censuses
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