Census of Population and Housing of Sri Lanka, 2012

Table A32 : Population aged 10 years and over, by multi language skills, ethnic group, sex and sector

Population Ability to speak Ability to read and write
Sector, sex and ethnic group  aged 10 years Sin & Tam Sin & Eng Tam & Eng All 3 Languages Sin & Tam Sin & Eng Tam & Eng All 3 Languages
& over No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Nuwara Eliya District
All Sectors

Both sexes
All groups 573,816 222,980 38.9 85,555 14.9 67,312 11.7 59,660 104 76,626 13.4 98,018 17.1 92,069 16.0 53,572 9.3
Sinhalease 233,123 45920 19.7 41,572 17.8 16,005 6.9 15,978 6.9 16,822 7.2 56,747 243 12,587 5.4 12,584 5.4
Sri Lanka Tamil 27,368 18,532 67.7 6,830 25.0 7,617 27.8 6,779 24.8 7,897 28.9 5,438 19.9 9,193 336 5,436 19.9
Indian Tamil 298,321 146,963 493 31,877 10.7 38,218 128 31,787 10.7 44,491 14.9 30,393 10.2 63,460 21.3 30,368 10.2
Sri Lanka Moor 13,507 10,452 77.4 4,536 336 4,821 357 4,485 33.2 6,669 49.4 4,561 33.8 5949 440 4,561 33.8
Burgher 647 455 70.3 346 535 292 451 278 43.0 220 34.0 427 66.0 376 58.1 219 33.8
Malay 455 389 855 246 54.1 222 488 221 48.6 358 78.7 255 56.0 286 629 255 56.0
All Other 395 269 68.1 148 375 137 347 132 334 169 428 197 49.9 218 55.2 149 37.7

Male
All groups 270,832 127,478 47.1 46,268 17.1 37,372 13.8 34,492 12.7 39,365 14.5 48,780 18.0 47,211 174 27,140 10.0
Sinhalease 110,617 26,561 24.0 21,032 19.0 9,426 8.5 9,415 8.5 8,474 7.7 27,535 249 6,041 5.5 6,040 5.5
Sri Lanka Tamil 12,840 9,805 76.4 3,746  29.2 3,977 31.0 3,719 29.0 4,017 31.3 2,790 21.7 4,634 36.1 2,789 21.7
Indian Tamil 140,367 85,383 60.8 18,799 134 21,246 15.1 18,754 13.4 23,284 16.6 15,874 11.3 33,278 23.7 15,864 11.3
Sri Lanka Moor 6,264 5,180 82.7 2,309 36.9 2,389 381 2,279 36.4 3,224 515 2,138 341 2,835 453 2,138 34.1
Burgher 318 246 77.4 183 575 158 49.7 152 4738 113 355 220 69.2 183 575 113 35.5
Malay 202 167 82.7 114 56.4 101 50.0 101 50.0 169 83.7 122 60.4 132 65.3 122 60.4
All Other 224 136 60.7 85 379 75 335 72 321 84 375 101 451 108 48.2 74 33.0

Female
All groups 302,984 95,502 31.5 39,287 13.0 29,940 9.9 25,168 83 37,261 123 49,238 16.3 44,858 14.8 26,432 8.7
Sinhalease 122,506 19,359 15.8 20,540 16.8 6,579 5.4 6,563 5.4 8,348 6.8 29,212 23.8 6,546 5.3 6,544 5.3
Sri Lanka Tamil 14,528 8,727 60.1 3,084 21.2 3,640 251 3,060 211 3,880 26.7 2,648 18.2 4,559 314 2,647 18.2
Indian Tamil 157,954 61,580 39.0 13,078 8.3 16,972 10.7 13,033 8.3 21,207 134 14,519 9.2 30,182 19.1 14,504 9.2
Sri Lanka Moor 7,243 5,272 728 2,227 30.7 2,432 336 2,206 305 3,445 47.6 2,423 335 3,114 43.0 2,423 335
Burgher 329 209 635 163 495 134 40.7 126 383 107 325 207 62.9 193 58.7 106 32.2
Malay 253 222 87.7 132 52.2 121 478 120 474 189 74.7 133 526 154 60.9 133 52.6
All Other 171 133 77.8 63 36.8 62 363 60 35.1 85 49.7 96 56.1 110 64.3 75 439

Urban Sector
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Table A32 : Population aged 10 years and over, by multi language skills, ethnic group, sex and sector

Population Ability to speak Ability to read and write
Sector, sex and ethnic group  aged 10 years Sin & Tam Sin & Eng Tam & Eng All 3 Languages Sin & Tam Sin & Eng Tam & Eng All 3 Languages
& over No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Nuwara Eliya District

Both sexes
All groups 33,529 20,804 62.0 15,139 45.2 12,434 371 11,613 346 10,153 30.3 14,221 424 11,998 35.8 8,312 24.8
Sinhalease 14,206 5,647 398 6,658 46.9 3,253 229 3,238 228 2,186 15.4 7,643 53.8 1,825 12.8 1,825 12.8
Sri Lanka Tamil 6,021 4,839 80.4 2,803 46.6 3,083 51.2 2,788 46.3 2,435 40.4 2,011 334 3,288 54.6 2,011 334
Indian Tamil 8,923 6,653 746 3,683 413 4,079 45.7 3,669 411 3,174 35.6 2,738 30.7 4,568 51.2 2,738 30.7
Sri Lanka Moor 3,849 3,228 83.9 1,654 43.0 1,717 446 1,625 42.2 2,053 533 1,474 383 1,965 51.1 1,474 38.3
Burgher 138 97 703 105 76.1 87 63.0 81 58.7 45 326 106 76.8 71 514 45 32.6
Malay 211 178 844 142 67.3 124 58.8 124 58.8 171 81.0 131 621 149 70.6 131 62.1
All Other 181 162 89.5 94 519 91 50.3 88 48.6 89 49.2 118 65.2 132 729 88 48.6

Male
All groups 16,227 10,944 67.4 7,998 49.3 6,624 40.8 6,328 39.0 4,956 30.5 7,136 44.0 5971 36.8 4,053 25.0
Sinhalease 7,054 3,224 457 3,482 494 1,878 26.6 1,872 26.5 1,060 15.0 3,908 55.4 868 12.3 868 12.3
Sri Lanka Tamil 2,776 2,410 86.8 1,487 53.6 1,565 56.4 1,478 53.2 1,164 419 986 35.5 1,612 58.1 986 35.5
Indian Tamil 4,244 3,454 814 1,985 46.8 2,148 50.6 1,979 46.6 1,554 36.6 1,336 315 2,330 549 1,336 31.5
Sri Lanka Moor 1,920 1,664 86.7 884 46.0 893 46.5 862 449 1,040 54.2 741 38.6 1,003 52.2 741 38.6
Burgher 60 44 733 45 75.0 37 61.7 35 583 21 35.0 48 80.0 31 51.7 21 35.0
Malay 89 72 80.9 66 74.2 57 64.0 57 640 78 87.6 63 70.8 70 78.7 63 70.8
All Other 84 76  90.5 49 583 46 54.8 45 53.6 39 464 54 643 57 679 38 45.2

Female
All groups 17,302 9,860 57.0 7,141 413 5,810 33.6 5,285 30.5 5,197 30.0 7,085 40.9 6,027 34.8 4,259 24.6
Sinhalease 7,152 2,423 339 3,176 444 1,375 19.2 1,366 19.1 1,126 15.7 3,735 52.2 957 134 957 13.4
Sri Lanka Tamil 3,245 2,429 749 1,316 40.6 1,518 46.8 1,310 404 1,271  39.2 1,025 31.6 1,676 51.6 1,025 31.6
Indian Tamil 4,679 3,199 684 1,698 36.3 1,931 413 1,690 36.1 1,620 34.6 1,402 30.0 2,238 478 1,402 30.0
Sri Lanka Moor 1,929 1,564 811 770 39.9 824 427 763 396 1,013 525 733 380 962 499 733 380
Burgher 78 53 679 60 76.9 50 64.1 46 59.0 24 308 58 744 40 513 24 30.8
Malay 122 106 86.9 76 623 67 549 67 549 93 76.2 68 55.7 79 64.8 68 55.7
All Other 97 86 88.7 45 464 45 464 43 443 50 515 64 66.0 75 773 50 51.5

Rural Sector
Both sexes
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Table A32 : Population aged 10 years and over, by multi language skills, ethnic group, sex and sector

Population Ability to speak Ability to read and write
Sector, sex and ethnic group  aged 10 years Sin & Tam Sin & Eng Tam & Eng All 3 Languages Sin & Tam Sin & Eng Tam & Eng All 3 Languages
& over No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Nuwara Eliya District
All groups 239,787 58,372 243 44,718 18.6 24,873 104 23,450 9.8 26,902 11.2 55,467 23.1 26,201 109 20,126 8.4
Sinhalease 201,792 29,646 14.7 31,638 15.7 10,491 5.2 10,487 5.2 11,545 5.7 44,241 21.9 9,044 4.5 9,043 4.5
Sri Lanka Tamil 7,247 5,798 80.0 2,516 347 2,736 37.8 2,494 344 3,044 420 1,991 275 3,058 422 1,991 27.5
Indian Tamil 21,914 16,088 73.4 7,560 345 8,491 38.7 7,542 344 7,690 351 5945 27.1 10,118 46.2 5,944 27.1
Sri Lanka Moor 8,151 6,366 78.1 2,705 33.2 2,904 35.6 2,684 329 4,289 52.6 2,889 354 3,654 4438 2,889 35.4
Burgher 348 251 721 184 529 148 425 143 411 124 356 253  72.7 181 52.0 124 35.6
Malay 189 163 86.2 76  40.2 72 38.1 71 37.6 157 83.1 96 50.8 101 534 96 50.8
All Other 146 60 41.1 39 26.7 31 21.2 29 199 53 36.3 52 35.6 45 30.8 39 26.7
Male
All groups 112,769 32,325 28.7 22,639 20.1 13,566 12.0 13,054 11.6 13,337 11.8 26,522 23.5 12,737 11.3 9,658 8.6
Sinhalease 95,153 17,795 18.7 15,719 16.5 6,192 6.5 6,189 6.5 5,734 6.0 21,028 22.1 4,244 4.5 4,244 4.5
Sri Lanka Tamil 3,417 2,926 85.6 1,356 39.7 1,431 419 1,348 394 1,578 46.2 1,027 30.1 1,559 456 1,027 30.1
Indian Tamil 10,187 8,325 81.7 4,066 39.9 4,409 433 4,057 39.8 3,823 375 2,952 29.0 5,099 50.1 2,951 29.0
Sri Lanka Moor 3,640 3,034 834 1,333 36.6 1,396 384 1,326 364 2,030 55.8 1,303 35.8 1,673 46.0 1,303 35.8
Burgher 182 140 76.9 105 57.7 87 4738 85 46.7 65 35.7 136 74.7 90 495 65 35.7
Malay 87 73 839 35 40.2 33 379 33 379 77 885 46 52.9 48 55.2 46 52.9
All Other 103 32 311 25 243 18 17.5 16 155 30 291 30 291 24 233 22 214
Female
All groups 127,018 26,047 20.5 22,079 174 11,307 8.9 10,396 8.2 13,565 10.7 28,945 22.8 13,464 10.6 10,468 8.2
Sinhalease 106,639 11,851 111 15,919 14.9 4,299 4.0 4,298 4.0 5,811 5.4 23,213 218 4,800 4.5 4,799 4.5
Sri Lanka Tamil 3,830 2,872 75.0 1,160 30.3 1,305 34.1 1,146 29.9 1,466 38.3 964 25.2 1,499 39.1 964 25.2
Indian Tamil 11,727 7,763  66.2 3,494 298 4,082 348 3,485 29.7 3,867 33.0 2,993 255 5,019 4238 2,993 25.5
Sri Lanka Moor 4,511 3,332 739 1,372 304 1,508 334 1,358 30.1 2,259 50.1 1,586 35.2 1,981 439 1,586 35.2
Burgher 166 111  66.9 79 47.6 61 36.7 58 349 59 355 117 705 91 5438 59 35.5
Malay 102 90 88.2 41  40.2 39 38.2 38 373 80 784 50 49.0 53 520 50 49.0
All Other 43 28 65.1 14 326 13 30.2 13 30.2 23 535 22 51.2 21 488 17 39.5

Estate Sector
Both sexes

All groups 300,500 143,804 47.9 25,698 8.6 30,005 10.0 24,597 8.2 39,571 13.2 28,330 9.4 53,870 179 25,134 8.4
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Table A32 : Population aged 10 years and over, by multi language skills, ethnic group, sex and sector

Population Ability to speak Ability to read and write
Sector, sex and ethnic group  aged 10 years Sin & Tam Sin & Eng Tam & Eng All 3 Languages Sin & Tam Sin & Eng Tam & Eng All 3 Languages
& over No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Nuwara Eliya District
Sinhalease 17,125 10,627 62.1 3,276 19.1 2,261 13.2 2,253 13.2 3,091 18.0 4,863 28.4 1,718 10.0 1,716 10.0
Sri Lanka Tamil 14,100 7,895 56.0 1,511 10.7 1,798 12.8 1,497 10.6 2,418 17.1 1,436 10.2 2,847 20.2 1,434 10.2
Indian Tamil 267,484 124,222 46.4 20,634 7.7 25,648 9.6 20,576 7.7 33,627 12.6 21,710 8.1 48,774 18.2 21,686 8.1
Sri Lanka Moor 1,507 858  56.9 177 117 200 133 176 117 327 217 198 131 330 219 198 13.1
Burgher 161 107 66.5 57 354 57 354 54 335 51 31.7 68 42.2 124 77.0 50 31.1
Malay 55 48 873 28 50.9 26 473 26 473 30 545 28 509 36 65.5 28 50.9
All Other 68 47  69.1 15 221 15 221 15 221 27 39.7 27 39.7 41 60.3 22 32.4
Male
All groups 141,836 84,209 59.4 15,631 11.0 17,182 12.1 15,110 10.7 21,072 149 15,122 10.7 28,503 20.1 13,429 9.5
Sinhalease 8,410 5,542 65.9 1,831 21.8 1,356 16.1 1,354 16.1 1,680 20.0 2,599 30.9 929 11.0 928 11.0
Sri Lanka Tamil 6,647 4,469 67.2 903 13.6 981 14.8 893 134 1,275 19.2 777 11.7 1,463 22.0 776 11.7
Indian Tamil 125,936 73,604 584 12,748 10.1 14,689 11.7 12,718 10.1 17,907 14.2 11,586 9.2 25,849 205 11,577 9.2
Sri Lanka Moor 704 482  68.5 92 131 100 14.2 91 129 154 219 94 134 159 226 94 13.4
Burgher 76 62 81.6 33 434 34 447 32 421 27 355 36 474 62 81.6 27 35.5
Malay 26 22 846 13 50.0 11 423 11 423 14 53.8 13 50.0 14 53.8 13 50.0
All Other 37 28 75.7 11 29.7 11  29.7 11  29.7 15 405 17 45.9 27 73.0 14 37.8
Female
All groups 158,664 59,595 37.6 10,067 6.3 12,823 8.1 9,487 6.0 18,499 11.7 13,208 83 25367 16.0 11,705 74
Sinhalease 8,715 5,085 583 1,445 16.6 905 104 899 10.3 1,411 16.2 2,264 26.0 789 9.1 788 9.0
Sri Lanka Tamil 7,453 3,426 46.0 608 8.2 817 11.0 604 8.1 1,143 153 659 8.8 1,384 18.6 658 8.8
Indian Tamil 141,548 50,618 35.8 7,886 5.6 10,959 7.7 7,858 5.6 15,720 11.1 10,124 7.2 22,925 16.2 10,109 7.1
Sri Lanka Moor 803 376  46.8 85 10.6 100 12.5 85 10.6 173 215 104 13.0 171 213 104 13.0
Burgher 85 45 529 24  28.2 23 271 22 259 24 28.2 32 376 62 729 23 27.1
Malay 29 26 89.7 15 517 15 517 15 51.7 16 55.2 15 51.7 22 759 15 51.7
All Other 31 19 613 4 129 4 129 4 129 12 387 10 323 14 452 8 25.8

Source: Census of population and housing -2012



