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Being the one and
only state agency
for collecting com-
piling disseminat-
ing statistics for
the formulation of
policies aimed at
the development
of the country,
the  department
has an active role
to play in rebuild-
ing the nation at
the end of the war
of three decades.
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The Economic Performance of 2008

The year 2008 has been reported as a
year of  economic crisis globally.
This started with financial crisis.
Many countties reported down turn
in their economic performance, in-
creases in unemployment, increases in
prices, decreases in external trade and
shortages in food supply etc. With
this environment, Sri Lanka is having
another additional burden from the
humanitarian ~ operations against
terrorism and its expenditure has
risen to the highest ever level in the
year 2008. Accordingly, the economic
performance for the year 2008 has to

be reviewed under this environment.

Internally displaced are fed by the government

The Economic performance of Sri
Lanka has recorded a 6.0 percent
GDP growth rate in 2008. The first
three quarters of the year achieved
above 6.0 percent GDP growth rate.
However, the fourth quarter reported

a 4.3 percent growth rate by hitting
the global financial crisis. The eco-
nomic activities under agriculture,
Tea and Minor export crops, under
industry, Gem mining and gas and
Services, Import trade, Export trade
and Hotels & Restaurants have re-
ported a significant downturn in real
terms of value added for the fourth
quarter of 2008.

The annual average inflation rate
based on GDP implicit price indica-
tor is 16.3 percent for the year 2008.

The total agriculture sector recorded
a 7.5 percent growth rate for the year
2008. The Yala season which falls in
the third and fourth quarters of the
year reported the highest growth rate
of 50.5 percent within last two dec-
ades for the paddy production. The
other food crops which consist of
seasonal crops, ceteals, vegetables and
fruits also reported a 4.7 percent
growth rate for the year 2008. The
Fishing sector also reported 9.9 per-
cent growth rate for the year 2008.

The performance of external trade
was unfavorable from the fourth
quarter of 2008. The exports of major
export products of Tea, Rubber,
Cinnamon, Textile garments and

Inflation shows one digit figure for

Wortldwide economic meltdown,
despite world largest economies in a
crisis situation, Sti Lanka has man-
aged to contain its rate of inflation in
the month of February 2009 is 7.6%
for the first time in two and a half
years from July 2006.

The inflation rate is continuously
declined trend from July 2008. Prices
of food commodities recorded de-
crease trend due to the low cost of
production of agricultural consumer
goods specially the vegetables and
fresh fish from main producing areas.
On average, expenditure on food
decreased by Rs.58.13 during the
month of February 2009. Retail prices
of most varieties of vegetables de-

creased due to the more supply from
main producing areas. Compare with
the month of January 2009, the Co-
lombo Consumers price index de-
creased by 0.1% for the month of
February. Of the total decrease of 0.1
percent, food items decreased by 0.16
percent mainly due to vegetables
(0.19 percent) Red Onions (0.02
petcent) and fish and sea food (0.09
percent). There is an increase of 0.02
petcent and 0.06 percent in Housing,
Water, Electricity, Gas and other
fuels and communication respec-
tively. Not only the Sti Lanka’s point
to point (YOY) inflation, the annual
average inflation also decreased from
21.6% in January to 20.3 percent in

Gems have reported a down turn in
quantities and also prices of those
products have come down. The total
value of exports has increased by 4.2
percent in 2008 over the last year. In
Dollar Terms the value of imports
has increased by 24.0 percent in 2008
over the last year.

The growth rate of the financial
sector was 0.6 percent as against 8.7
percent in 2007. It is worth mention-
ing that none of the approved com-
mercial banks or institutions has
reported negative value added in their
performance for the reference year
2008. The financial sector has shown
a slow down in its high performance
in the last two years. A large fraud
and a collapse was inevitable in two
unregistered financial institutions in
this reference period. The gross
saving rate to GDP was 17.8 percent
for the year of 22.5 percent as against
the previous year. This proves that
slow down in financial sector per-
formance caused reduction in the
domestic savings. The total invest-
ment as a share of GDP was 27.5
percent as against the previous year
was 28.3 percent. The resource gap of
investment was filled by the foreign
inflows of capital.

the first time...

February 2009, due to higher food
and enetgy prices prevailed during the
first half of the yeat.

On year to year basis, the highest
contribution to the overall increase of
around 39 percent came from food
commodities which rose by 3 percent
in February 2009. Among the food
commodities, Rice, Vegetables, Dhal,
Milk power, Coconut and Coconut
oil which have significant weights in
the CCPI basket recorded prices
increases on a year to year basis.
Under the non food category, the
prices of Gas rose by 9%  while
Kerosene oil, Petrol and diesel came
down by 29 percent, 6 and 13 percent
respectively.




Census of Public and Semi-Government Sector Employment-2006

Findings of the Census

The first Census was conducted in R StaidlSector ProvIPublSECtor
. ackgroun aracteristics
1980. since 1990, the department has No. % No. %
conducts this Census once in four AllEmployees 334,277 292,715
By Sex
years. The Census cogductor on 1st July e 27763 681 117909 403 Western
2006 was the seventh in the series. Female 106514 31.9 174806 59.7
. By Age Group* N'Western o Sourthern
Information of the employees on per- "%,y ") 173336 518 124202 42.4 ‘\
manent, casual, temporary, contract 40+ 159,748 47.8 167,933 57.4 0
basis or other bases in the state sector, By Ethnicity* (ﬂ“\‘
provincial public sector and semi- ~ Sinhalese 303241 90.7 229,429 784  S'gamuwa E"A\ Central
overnment sector were collected. Tamils 18626 5.6 45805 156 ’:’% i
g ’ S.L. Moors 10518 32 16845 58 Q S‘Vr
Employees attached to the armed S'“tS“S f’f];e;ig“."‘ﬁog ) 50 81 17650 60 ’.'
i eniot & Tertiaty Grade > : ’ - N'Central Northern
forces ( Atmy, Navy and Air Force ) |SEENSISEEN 191,520 573 213712 73.0 /N
excludlng those on the civil staff and Primary Grade 115,607 34.6 61,353 21.0
field laborers in the State owned Estates Educational Qualifications* Uva Eastern
wete not included in this Census. Below G.CE.(A/L) 180952 541 88748 303
G.CE.(A/L) 102,551 30.7 116,315 39.7
The objective of the census is to pro- Degree and above 50,774 152 85,113  29.1 —a— State Sector —a— Provincial Public Sector
vide accurate statistics relating to per- Knowledge in Using Computer
lin th bli . di . Able to use Computer 91,605 27.4 89,016 30.4
sonnel 1n the public service and In SEMI 1 4 yse Tnternet 42959 128 32780 11.2
government sector that are required for Al i e Bl 43818 131 32280 11.0
man power planning and policy making Language Ability to Competency for L . .
. po planning potiey & Profession A provincial public service was created by the
in public and semi government sectors.
Sinhalese, can work in Tamil 22,274 7.3 8,740 3.8 government in 1991. These employees are
Tamils, can work in Sinhala 8,621 463 22,169 24.4 . .
- : employed under provincial councils.
Note: * Unspecified and/or other are not included
o Employment in Agriculture Sector goes up
The labour force Quartetly Survey, is  crisis. employment and 34.1% in agricul-

conducted by the department to .
measure the trends of employment Th.ls shows the percentage represen-
unemployment and labour force in Sti tation of employment in the main  When the distribution of the em-
Lanka. industry from 4th Q. 2007 to 4th Q  ployment between 4th Q. 2007 to

2008. The total no. of persons in Sti 4th Q. 2008 is compared, agricul-
The following table on employed TLanka is estimated as about 40.5% in tyre sector shows a marked in-

population reveals some issues con- the 4th Q. of 2008 of which about crease. But the service sector
nected with the current economic 40.5% is engaged in services sector shows otherwise:

ture sector.

50

% Employed in major industry group [ 45~~~ "~ S-S - - - - - T - - - - oo oo T
IYear/ Quarter| F e

Total Agricul- Industry| Services | *° W
ture 30
4t Q 2007 | 100% | 33.00% | 25.00% | 41.50% | 25 ____\_____/./'-—"—'—'

1% Q2008 | 100% |31.80% | 26.40% | 41.80% | 201 —=—==—=———————————————————————————

‘“Every one can 204 Q2008 | 100% |30.10% | 27.20% | 42.60% | B[ -~~~ """ T T oo oo
find fault, few can 3d Q2008 | 100% | 34.70% | 26.10% | 39.20% 1: 777777777777777777777777777777777777
do better” 40 Q2008 | 100% | 34.10% | 25.50% | 40.50% | ,
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—*— Agriculture —®— Industry Services

Training of DCS Staff

The training division of the de- | Trainings Trained
partment has conducted a number
of training programmes for the

1.Computer training programme

i. Basic Computer Applications 14 officers
staff of the department under P PP
STATCAP Project. A country ii. Web Designing 19 officers
course was conducted on Na- |iii. GIS Application 10 officers
tional Accounts with the SpONsor- | iy, Use of STATA and SPSS packages 38 officers

ship of SIAP.
A description of the training

courses conducted by the training
division is given below. ii Country courses on National Accounts 25 officers

2. Special Trainings

i. Wotkshop on Millenium Development Goals 26 officers

\
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Census of Population and Housing 2011

Preliminary activities for the
Census of Population and
Housing to be conducted in
2011 have been started and
numerous activities are be-
ing done.

Preparing the maps and
plans the
boundaries of GN divisions
and census blocks are under
way.  Awareness  pro-
grammes preparing
maps were conducted for
selected GNN and field
work has been started in 12
districts. The divisional
secretaries and the GNN
for the respective GN divi-

sions are involved in this

demarcating

on

activity.

Technical sub
have been appointed and
given TORS. Steering com-

committees

mittees are being held once a
month.

75% of updating of village
and estates lists has been
completed.

International consultancy has
been sought to study the
methodologies and defini-
tions to make the necessary
changes in the method of
enumeration. A request has
been made to get the support
of an expert through UN-
FPA.

Dr. S.Suharto, former head
of the Indonesia National
Statistics Office visited the
Department of Census and
Statistics in March and has
made recommendations on
possible method of enumera-
tion to be adopted at the
next census.

Selected officers have been
given a demonstration by
“Sanje Lanka” company us-
ing image scanning tech-
niques for data capture and
collaborative ~ presentation
was done by SPS Interna-
tional (India) and East West
Information  Systems  Sri
Lanka.

Survey of Construction Industries 2007

The survey of construction
industries was initiated at the
request of ICTAD in 1993.

Since then the survey has been

conducted by the industries
division of the department an-
nually. The construction survey

of industries 2007 provides

Construction Activities carried out and Inputs

some important insights on
the sectors to the data users

and the planners.
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Technical sub committers
have been appointed to pre-
pare Sri Lanka Standard Clas-
sification  of  Occupation
(SLSCO) based on the re-
vised ISCO.08 as well as Sri
Lanka Standard Industrial
Classification (SLSIC) based

on ISIC Rev.04.

The Department is seeking
possibilities of using new and
emerging technologies in
census data processing activi-
ties. As a part of that, using
intelligent character Recogni-
tion (ICR) technology for

data capturing is explored.

“The devil finds work
for idle hands”

© Vavuniya
ullaitivu Y

Survey on Tea Small Holdings 2008/2009

It is proposed to conduct this
sample survey annually to col-
lect information needed to
produce services such as finan-
cial, technical and human de-

velopment for tea small hold-

ing sector, which spreads over
14 districts. The survey ques-
tionnaire was designed to can-
vass comparative information
on tea vatieties, productivity,
human resource, and lack of

labour by using a sample of
tea small holdings selected
from 8 main tea growing dis-
tricts. Preparing of the ques-
tionnaire was attended during
the year 2008.

| Publications Division I Page 3 |




Statistics Newsletter

Publications Division

Microdata Archiving and Dissemination

A National Workshop on Microdata
Documentation and Dissemination was
conducted by the Dept. on 28th January

Two workshops were conducted during
January to May 2008 at Distance Learning
Centre on Microdata archiving and dis-
semination under the Accelerated Data
Programme(ADP) sponsored by the World
Bank. There were 35 officers from DCS
and other government institutions partici-
pated in this workshop.

The main task of ADP is to strengthen the

country’s capacity in producing statistical
data relevant to policy design, monitoring
and evaluation by improving the stan-
dards of documenting and preserving the
existing microdata using better dissemina-
tion methods and broadening the scope
of survey programs and statistical outputs
in priority data needs.

Application forms to get microdata file, for further analyses and researches can be obtained
[from the information unit of the department at 15, Maitland Crescent, Colombo 07 .
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