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Vision  
 

 

 To be the leader in the 

region in producing timely 

statistical information to achieve 

the countryõs development 
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Mission 

 
Making contribution to the socio 

economic development of the country 

by providing accurate and timely 

statistics, more effectively by means of 

new technology and utilizing the 

services of dedicated staff under a 

strategic leadership to become a 

prosperous nation in the globalized 

environment  
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ü Legal powers to collect data by Censuses and Surveys has been 

assigned to the Department of Census and Statistics by the 

Census Ordinance and the Statistics Ordinance. 

 

ü According to these ordinances, respondents are bound to 

provide data which are collected for matters of national interests 

and are required for planning and decision making for the 

development of the country . 

 

ü Also according to these ordinances the Department should 

collect reliable data while maintaining confidentiality of the 

respondents. 

 

Legal Background 
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ü Information on Population and Housing 

ü  Gross Domestic Product 

ü Colombo Consumer Price Index  

ü  Literacy Rates 

ü  Estimating Poverty line 

ü Unemployment ratio 

ü  Statistics about paddy and other agricultural crops 
and livestock etc. 

 
5 

Department of Census and Statistics collect necessary data 

through Censuses, Surveys and Other data collecting programs 

and administrative reports 
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Some of the Statistics compiled by the 

Department are given below:  
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Main Censuses held by the Department  
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Census of 
Population and 

Housing 
(at the years ending 1) 

 

  

 
 

Census of 
Agriculture 

(at the years ending 2) 

 

  

 
 

Census of 
Industry 

(at the years ending 3) 

 

  

By now 14 Censuses 

have been taken  
By now 9 Censuses 

have been taken  

By now 6 Censuses 

have been taken  
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��A change in Agriculture and Industry Censuses in this 
round .... 

Agriculture 
Sector 

Industry 
Sector 

Trade and 
Service 
Sector 

��Considering the development process of the country an 

Economic Census covering the Agriculture, Industry, 

Trade and Services sectors, will be conducted instead of 

two Censuses separately  

 

Economic 

Census 

2013/201
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