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PREFACE

The Economic Census 2013/14 — Agricultural Activities conducted during the year 2013/14
was the largest operations meant to collect data pertaining to about 2.3 million Agricultural
Holdings in the Small Holding sector and 7,447 defined as "Estates” or large holdings
throughout the Island. This Census was undertaken by the Department of Census and
Statistics (DCS) after the Census of Population and Housing 2012, both operations under the
legal coverage of Census Ordinance directed by the chief executive of the state, His
Excellency the President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. The practices of
conducting these Censuses are on a decennial basis. However, due to the internal conflict, it
was not possible to undertake these major Censuses during the year 1991 and 1992
respectively. However, Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities was undertaken
par with the program of World Census of Agriculture (WCA — 2010) of United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organization (UNFAO), and this Census was conducted after it elapsed of
twelve years from 2002. Also, without any disturbance, the field work was carried out as
anticipated in the schedule throughout all (25) administrative districts in the Island.

This is the General Report of the Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities in
which data are presented covering both sectors defined as Small Holding Sector and Estate
Sector. The Small Holding Sector was sub divided in to two, namely; (a). Operational
holdings of which the extent less than or equal to ¥ of an acre (40 perches) mainly produce
the agricultural output for own home consumption and (b). Holdings above Y. of an acre
(more than 40 perches) in extent irrespective of the produce is own home consumption or not.
The statistical information gathered from group (a), were not in details considering them as
marginal land units and not favorable to treat as agricultural holdings in the aspects of extent
coverage and economical terms. Purely they were homesteads. Other than in the category of
Small Holdings, the Estate Sector included all holdings of which the extent is basically more

than 20 acres (8 hectares).

Using the data collected at this Census, basic reports have been disseminated over a period of
time commencing from 2015 with the releases of (i). Report on Estate Sector (Based on
Estate Listing Information), (ii). Summary reports at national level for the Small Holding
Sector and Estate Sector, (iii). Key information on 25 districts based on detail tabulations

pertaining to Small Holding Sector, were disseminated through the website of the department.
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The planning and execution of the Census was done by the Agriculture and Environmental
Statistics Division under the supervision of Dr.A.J.Satharasinghe then Additional Director
General, Mr. P.M.P.Anura Kumara, then Director who is in-charge of the Division assisted
by Ms.C.D. De Silva Deputy Director under the guidance of D.C.A.Gunawardane, former

Director General of the Department of Census and Statistics.

The draft chapters of this report were prepared by a team of officers attached to Agriculture
and Environmental Statistics Division under the guidance of Mr.A.M.U.K.Alahakoon,
Director and supervised by Mr.D.M.K.P.K.Dissanayake, Deputy Director Agriculture and
Environmental Statistics Division. | am thankful to Senior Statisticians and Statisticians, who
coordinate the work related to drafting of chapters, Mr.U.S.Wanapushpa (Retired Director)
who coordinate the scanning activities in all districts, Mr. P.M.R.Fernando, Director and his
team for assistance to scan the questionnaires in the district offices, error editing using soft
copy in the head office Information and Communication Technology Division of the
department and assist to run tables needed for this report. Statistical Officers, Statistical
Assistants, Development Officers and ICT Assistants of the Agriculture and Environmental
Statistics Division who worked hard for data error correction, editing the draft chapters and
rendered a valuable service to bring out this final report in a useful manner. Finally, | am
particularly grateful to Mr. D.C.A.Gunawardane, former Director General of Census and
Statistics who superintended this Census for a successful undertaking. Also, I would like to

place on my sincere thanks to all others who assisted in many ways in the Census taking task.

Dr.A.J. Satharasinghe

Director General

Department of Census and Statistics
306/71, Polduwa Road,
Bathtaramulla

01% of June 2018
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Executive Summary

The 14™ Census of Population and Housing was conducted by Department of Census and
Statistics in 2012. It is a tradition of the Department of Census and Statistics to conduct
Census of Population and Housing once in decade. Census of Agriculture and Census of
Industry is conducting within two years after conducting Census of Population and Housing
However, on the grounds that Trade and services sector plays a leading role in the Economy
than the Agriculture and Industry sector and considering its contribution to G.D.P. 56% in
2012. Instead of conducting separate Censuses of Agriculture and Industry, a census called
‘Economic Census’ was conducted in 2013/14 covering all aspects of the Economy such as
Agriculture, Industry, Trade and Services.

The Economic Census 2013/14 was conducted in 4 stages in which during the first stage all
the estates having extent of more than 20 acres in Sri Lanka were listed down. A report was
published during this stage including random statistics by using data collected in September
2013.

Detailed information was collected during the 3" stage of the Census (in July — August 2014)
on all the small holdings (that are less than 20 Acers and which are further separated into two
parts as 40 or less and more than 40 perches) and the listed estates. Where a summary report
was published including most vital information on small holding and estate sector in July
2015 based on summary records prepared by Grama Niladari Division level during this

period.

The publication was prepared containing detailed information on small holdings and estate
Sector by using data files maintained with scanned schedules (Small Holdings SH2, Estate

Sector E2) used for data collection on these two sectors.

The publication includes statistics of small holdings and estate sectors such as number of
operators, number of agriculture holdings, cultivated extent, extent of each type of crop,
usage of land, cattle, buffalo and other livestock statistics, daily milk production, statistics on
poultry, aquaculture, bee culture, water sources, usage of fertilizer and chemicals in Sri

Lanka.

Based on this information it is reported that the total number of Agricultural operators in Sri
Lanka is 4,302,214 out of which number of operators having extent of 40 perches or less is
1,983,401, operators having an extent of more than 40 perches is 2,311,366 and number of
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operators in the estate sector are 7,447. The highest number of operators is reported from
Kurunegala District (290,552) while lowest number of operators from Mannar district (9,261)

in small holding sector.

The total extent cultivated in Sri Lanka is revealed by enumeration of Agricultural activities
of Economic Census 2013/14 as 5,643,277 acres (2,283,803 hectare). Out of which the extent
of small holdings of 40 perches or less is 239,677 acres (96,996 hectare), small holdings of
more than 40 is 4,404,599 acres (1,782,517 hectare) and total extent of estate sector is
999,001 acres (404,290 hectare). Compared to extent of 4,797,004 acres (1,941,321 hectare)
reported by census of Agriculture 2002, the current extent has increased by 846,273 acres
(342,482 hectare) and its percentage is 18%.

The maximum extent by district level is reported from Kurunegala district 691,479 acres
(279,838 hectares); while minimum extent is reported from Mannar district 42,905 acres
(17,363 hectares).

When extent by province is considered North-Western province reports the maximum extent
755,416 acres (305,713 hectares) in small holdings of more than 40 perches which is 17% of
the total extent reported under small holdings. And the minimum extent 278,475 acre
(112,697 hectares) is reported from Northern Province and covers 6% of the total extent
under small holdings.

According to the enumeration on Agriculture of Economic Census 2013/14, the total extent
under estate is 999,001 acres (404,290 hectare). Out of which the maximum extent is reported
from Nuwara Eliya district 158,922 acres (64,315 hectares) and minimum extent from

Vavuniya district 339 acres (137 hectares).

Number of agricultural holdings reported by the enumeration is 4,353,121 which consist of
2,034,331 agricultural holdings under small holdings of less than 40 perches, 2,311,343
agricultural holdings under small holdings of more than 40 perches and 7,447 holdings under
estate sector.

In comparison of number of holdings 3,252,954 reported in the Agriculture Census 2002, an
increase of holdings can be observed by 1,100,167 and the increased amount is 34% as a

percentage.
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When population by Agricultural Holding unit is considered, Agricultural population of small
holdings of more than 40 perches is 9,133,268 out of which the highest agricultural
population is reported from Kurunegala district 1,135,141 and lowest from Mannar district
(37,088). When compared to Agricultural population (7,397,880) reported in Agriculture
Census 2002, an increase can be observed by 1,735,388 (23%) in 2014.

Number of housing units reported under small holdings of more than 40 perches is 2,258,985.
This value has increased by 513,562 from number of Agricultural Housing units (1,745,423)
reported in 2002,

When cultivated extent of main plantation crops is considered, total extent of Tea cultivation
reported is 646,930 acres (261,808 hectares). From which 309,792 acres (125,371 hectares)
were reported under small holdings and 337,138 acres (136,438 hectares) under estate sector.
The total extent reported for Tea cultivation in 2002 is 525,622 acres (212,716 hectares) and
this has gone up by 121,308 acres (49,093 hectares) in 2014. Tea cultivated extent by district
is mostly reported in Nuwara Eliya district 136,754 acres (55,344 hectares) and minimum

from Gampaha district 522 acres (211 hectares).

The total extent of Rubber cultivation reported under enumeration of Agriculture activities of
Economic census 2013/14 is 277,104 acres (112,142 hectare). Out of which 122,529 acres
(49,587 hectares) was reported under small holdings and 154,575 acres (62,556 hectares)
under estate sector. By district level, Kegalle district 85,137 acres (34,454 hectares) reports
the maximum extent and the minimum reporting from Puttalam district 43 acres (17
hectares). Under small holding the maximum extent is reported from Kegalle district 35,218
acres (14,253 hectares) where estate sector also reports the maximum extent 49,919 acres
(20,202 hectares) in the same district.

The total extent reported under Coconut cultivation in Sri Lanka is 1,095,983 acres (443,538
hectare). From which 917,345 acres (371,244 hectares) were reported under small holdings
and 178,638 acres (72,294 hectares) under estate sector. Percentage of extent of Coconut
cultivation 1,095,983 acres (443,538 hectares) is 19.4% of the total crop cultivation
5,643,277 acres (2,283,803 hectares) in Sri Lanka. Maximum number of extent under small
holding sector is reported from Kurunegala district 329,556 acres (133,369 hectares) and
minimum extent from Nuwara Eliya district 1,332 acres (539 hectares). Under estate sector
maximum extent is reported in Kurunegala district 89,756 acres (36,324 hectares). Data of

Coconut cultivation was collected in two groups as systematic cultivation and scattered
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cultivation. From which total number of Coconut trees reported under scattered cultivation is
667,594 in acres (270,172 hectares). Under scattered cultivation holding Coconut trees in the
small holding sector is 45,316,119 and number of Coconut trees in the estate sector is
1,415,488.

Data was also collected on other permanent crops during the cultivation of Agricultural
activities of Economic Census 2013/14. This mainly consists of export agricultural crops,
fruit crops and other permanent crops. The largest extent under export agricultural crop is
reported for the Cinnamon cultivation 77,489 acres (31,359 hectares) of which 69,269 acres
(28,033 hectares) was reported in the small holdings and 8,220 acres (3,327 hectares) in the
estate sector.

When considering Fruit crops, Banana has the maximum extent of cultivation 46,486 acres
(18,812 hectares). From which 43,234 acres (17,496 hectares) were reported in the small
holding sector while 3,252 acres (1,316 hectares) were reported in the estate sector.
Information under other permanent crops was collected on Cashew nuts, Sugarcane, Jack
fruit, Oil Palm, Tamarind, Goraka, Palmyra, and Jaggery palm (Kitul) from which, largest
extent was reported for Sugarcane cultivation 28,716 acres (11,621 hectares) under
systematic cultivation. Palm and Jaggery palm (Kitul) are not cultivated systematically where

number of trees indicated under scattered cultivation is 2,521,215 and 522,311.

Information was collected on Paddy, the main food crop in Sri Lanka during the enumeration
of Agricultural activities of Economic Census 2013/14. As information reveal the number of
Paddy cultivating agricultural holdings reported under small holding sector in Sri Lanka is
884,609. From which highest number of agricultural holdings were reported from Kurunegala
district (150,566). The lower number of holdings was reported from Mannar district (5,523).
Similarly total extent reported under Paddy cultivation in the small holdings sector is
1,476,781 acres (597,645 hectares). From which maximum extent was reported in
Anuradhapura district, 189,760 acres (76,795 hectares) and minimum from Colombo district
10,141 acres (4,104 hectares).

As for agriculture information collected in 2014, total number of Cattle reported in Sri Lanka
is 1,452,006. From which 1,124,097 is for Cattle 327,909 is for Buffalos. Number of Cattle
reported in the small holding sector is 1,095,771 (97.5%) and likewise Buffaloes in the same
sector are 319,397 (92.4%). Total number of Chickens reported under livestock is 24,437,032
from which a contribution 17,895,174 is received by the small holding sector (73.2%).
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Information on farm machinery/ equipment was also collected during enumerators of
Agricultural Activities in the Economic Census 2013/14. According to the collected
information, it was reported that, the operators owning machinery as 346,512 manual
sprayers, 133,912 two wheeler tractors, 132,796 Agricultural water pumps, 34,742 power

sprayers and 31,570 four wheeler tractors.

Information on aquaculture was also included in the Economic Census 2013/14 report. The
report revealed that 3,324 operators in fresh water 1,007 operators in the brackish water, 191
in both fresh water and brackish water and 334 in the sea water operated aquaculture under

small holdings sector.
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Chapter 1
Taking of the Census

1. 1: Introduction

Department of Census and Statistics conducted the Economic census which is nationally
significant based on year 2013/14 for the first time in Sri Lanka. The Economic Census
2013/14 - Agricultural Activities is a combination of Census of Industries and the census of

Agriculture held subsequently to the census of Population and Housing.

During the enumeration of main sectors of the economy such as Agriculture, Industries,
Trade and services, data collection from the Agricultural sector was performed separately by
using multiple questionnaires. Therefore, Economic census consists of 2 sections namely as,

‘Enumeration of agricultural activities’ and ‘Enumeration of industry, trade and services’.

Enumeration of agricultural activities mainly aimed at collecting quantitative data related to

the following subject areas.

I.  Agricultural holdings
ii.  Agricultural operators
iii.  Use of land and tenure/ ownership
iv.  Crop Cultivation
v.  Livestock/ Poultry
vi.  Aquaculture
vii.  Fertilizer and Pesticide use

viii.  Agricultural machinery use and ownership

1.2: Historical Background
Unlike the Census of Population where there is almost a tradition of decennial censuses since

1871, there has been no regularity in regard to Census of Agriculture in Sri Lanka.

A census of Production, virtually agricultural production was taken in 1921 and was followed
by partial censuses in 1924 and 1929. In these censuses, particulars on crop areas, livestock

numbers and production were recorded at village level.
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In more recent times there were Censuses of Agriculture in 1946, 1952, 1962, 1973, 1982 and
2002. At the Census of Agriculture 1946, a plot-wise enumeration was undertaken by
covering all blocks of land throughout the country existed at the time or had previously
existed with any kind of cultivation. It was the first Census of Agriculture taken in Sri Lanka.

A deviation from this pattern of parcel wise enumeration was first attempted at the Census of
Agriculture 1952. The Census of Agriculture 1962 enumerated all holdings above 50 acres on
a complete basis and a sample of 10 percent in the case of holdings less than 50 acres.
Similarly, in the Census of Agriculture in the year 1973, the large holdings defined as estates
were completely enumerated for detail information on the various characteristics while a
sample of small holdings were selected and enumerated. The Census of Agriculture and
Livestock conducted in the year 1982 was hundred percent enumerations of agricultural
holdings of both sectors and about 3,246,377 of Small Holdings (3,846,057 Acres) and 6,577
of Estates (950,947 Acres) in the 2002 Census of Agriculture.

1.3: Census Legislation

The Census of Agriculture was carried out under the provision of the Census Ordinance.
Under Section 2 of the Census Ordinance (Chapter 143) "It shall be lawful for the Minister
from time to time by order published in the Gazette to direct that a census to be taken of the
Population, Agriculture (including animal husbandry), Trade, Labor, Industry or Commerce
or such other matter as he may deem necessary for ascertaining the Social, Civil or Economic

conditions of the inhabitants of Sri Lanka.

In accordance with the ordinance, the respective Minister concern directed that for the
purpose of ascertaining the agro-economic conditions of the people of Sri Lanka, an
Economic Census (Agricultural Activities and Non Agricultural Activities) of the Island shall
be taken in the year 2013/14.

The Census of Agriculture ordinance casts an obligation on the people to answer all questions
asked in a census to the b